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Alex, Marconi’s 
18-year-old Diamond 


By John Economos — Marconi’s NSL team. to his Mother Club this sea- came back with: 
Sa Alex’s late gem of a goal son. “Tt can happen you Khow,” 
(4 ¢ E’S the best catapulted Marconi onto'the- “When ABSW questioned _ he smiled. 
18 year old fourth rung of the League Marconii’s latest outstanding Meanwhile his proud 
that I’ve ever ladder. young talent, whose noted — senior coach endorsed: 
coached,” were the boast- Having played all his  forhis a lethal left foot, as to “T told all you “btekes 
ing comments that Junior Soccer with Marconi, why he hit his gem and Jife- about this last week,” Sterrey 
Marconi’s Head Coach Lee  Brosque last year spent time saving goal with his right, ended. 
Sterrey stressed to ABSW at the ALS. before returning the very reserved lad quietly 
in last week’s'edition. 


tae Sew ey | & Goal At Last For Our Mark | 


about the high quality talents 
of his gifted teenaged striker, 
Alex Brosque, the slimly- 
built lad with the lethal left 
foot. 

Well we didn’t have long 
to wait to witness the enor- 
mity of Sterrey’s rating of 
Alex. 

Last Saturday night at the 
Marconi Stadium, a fired up 
and mobile Marconi, bom- 
barded the visiting Olympic 
Sharks with everything but 
the kitchen sink,- yet 
remained scoreless. 

With the clock fast ticking 
away, the match was rapidly 
hurtling towards an exciting, 
but nevertheless, scoreless 
draw. 

Frustrated, Sterrey hungry 
for the three League points, 
released from the bench his 
young star —_ substitute 
Brosque. 

With a minute left on the 
clock, Marconi’s classy 
sweeper Angelo Costanzo, 
fired a long ball deep into 
Olympic’s territory that saw 
the brave Brosque skillfully 
collect and effortlessly glide 
past Olympic’s marker Jade 
North to enter the box from 
the right, 

Undaunted, and with all 
the collectiveness and com- 
posure of an experienced 
marksman whilst under pres- 
sure, young Alex let fly with 
a tight footed drive that = i 
2 flashed into the far bottom = SEE = aa 

2 a 7 a comer of the target. Australian international Mark Viduka (middle) being congratulated by Harry 
ALEX BROSQUE: Releases submerged joy, one second after having scored Yet this was only Alex’s Kewell (left) and David Batty, during last Sunday’s 2-2 draw against Leicester 
his first goal in the NSL last Saturday night in the dying minutes of the battle third City in which both Viduka and Kewell scored for Leeds. (Inset) Viduka’s first 

at the Marconi Stadium to sink the Olympic Sharks. goal 11 hours and 46 minutes of football. 
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Chelsea hearthreak for Bosnich 


helsea boss, Claudio 

Ranieri heaped more mis- 

ery on Mark Bosnich last 
week after announcing that the 
Aussie star is now officially the 
team’s third-choice goalkeeper. 
Carlo Cudicini was named 
Chelsea’s number one keeper. 

The Italian, Cudicini put up a 
great, one-man display against 
Sunderland penultimate Sunday, 
saving a penalty and making several 
other great stops to earn Chelsea a 
point. 

Accordingly, Ranieri last week- 
confirmed Cudicini as his first 
choice, 

The news will surely be a huge 
disappointment for Bosnich, who 
will be far from happy with being 
third choice. 

Ranieri said: “Carlo was fantastic 
at Sunderland and the rest of the 
team played well. 

“T have three good goalkeepers. 
But now I have chosen one of them 


and want to continue with that one. 
If there is an injury I will have to 
pick someone else. But I want to 
play Carlo and will continue with 
him.” 

In two years, Bosnich has gone 
from being one of the Premiership’s 
hottest goalkeeping assets at 
Manchester United, as well as 
Australia’s top shot-stopper to a for- 
gotten-man. 

Cudicini also ended last season as 
first choice, but he suffered a freak 
injury walking his dog at the start of 
the curent season, 

Dutchman Ed De Goey was then 
handed the jersey but was aslo 
forced out with a cartilage injury. 

Bosnich finally got his chance to 
impress in October, nine months 
after arriving from Manchester 
United. 

He was in impressive form for just 
seven matches before tearing a thigh 
muscle last month — allowing 
Cudicini back into the frame. 


DOUBLE CENTURY 


ast Sunday, Steve 

Panopoulos played his 

00th National Soccer 
League match in the South 
Melbourne y_ Brisbane 
Strikers game, 

Still just twenty-six, the hard 
working midfielder has come a 
long way in the NSL, captaining 
South Melbourne's 1993-94 
Premiership Youth side; win- 
ning back-to-back Champion- 
ships in 1997-98 & 1998-'99 and 


travelling to Brazil in January 
2000, to take part in the inau- 
gural FIFA Club World 
Championships. Steve was also 
an integral part of last season's 
Minor Premiership squad. 

“Pana” as known by his team- 
mates, only dreamed of playing 
for the Lakeside Club as a junior 
where he spent most of his time 
at Oakleigh SC and the Victorian 
Institute of Sport. 

He began his senior football 


the weekend. 
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career in 1993/'94 where he 
made six appearances, three as 
substitute, Since then, the inten- 
sity and fighting spirit that trade- 
mark’s Panopoulos, has seen 
him become a regular in South's 
starting eleven and with Paul 
Trimboli on the sidelines, is cur- 
rently captaining the squad. 

At present, Steve is the fifth 
highest-capped player at South 
Melbourne and will soon sur- 
pass former Australian Captain 
and C7 commentator Paul Wade 
who stands at 202 South 
Melbourne games, Also in sight 
is 1984 championship goalkeep- 
er Peter Laumets with 213 
appearances for the Albert Park 
club. 

Panopoulos, who will tie the 
knot with fiancée Andrea early 
next year has scored 23 NSL 
goals. 


UNDER THE KNIFE 


lish premiership 
side, Middles- 
brough were dealt a 


fresh injury blow when it 
was revealed last week, 
that number one goalkeep- 
er Mark — Schwarzer 
underwent surgery. 

Also Australia’s first 
choice goalkeeper Mark 
Schwarzer will BE out of 
action for at least a month 
after undergoing a hernia 


Mark Schwarzer 


‘operation, the club said last 
week, 

The 29-year-old retumed 
from Australia’s World Cup 
play-off clash with"Uruguay 
with the groin injury. And 
after initial hopes that rest 
would solve the problem 
were dashed, it was finally 
decided that an operation 
was necessary, 

Schwarzer last played for 
Boro on November 3 ~ 
before departing for 
Melbourne for a friendly 
against France and the sub- 
sequent World Cup show- 
down against Uruguay. 

However, after seeing a 
specialist he underwent 
surgery last Thursday. 

In his absence Mark 
Crossley had proved a 
more-than-able deputy, not 
conceding a goal for more 
than seven hours, before 
sustaining a head wound 
that needed eight stitches in 
the 2-0 defeat at Liverpool. 


PETROVSKI CAN'T STOP SCORING 


x-Wollongong Wolves” 

striker, Sasho Petrovski 

scored his seventh goal 
for Danish clubside Viborg 
penultimate weekend in contin- 
uation of his impressive first 
‘season in Europe, 

The goal came in the 60th 
minute in an away game against 
AB Copenhagen which Viborg 
won 2-1, 

Petrovski has fought his way 


so eae ep VIDOE Sasho Petrovski 
since joining them in September MO ee 
after an impressive stint with deadly finishing skills since join- 
Wollongong Wolves. ing Viborg on the eve of the start 


‘The big striker, who was fresh 
from an Australian debut in a 
friendly intemational against 
Japan, has stormed through the 
Danish first division with his 


of the current season. 

He is now even rediscovering 
his form after being reinstated in 
the starting line-up since the sack 
of estwhile Viborg coach as the 


club slumped into relegation 
waters. The sacked coach drew 
the anger of the clubs’ fans for 
keeping key players like. 
Petrovski out of the first team, 
while the team lost game-after- 
game. 

Since the change of coaches 
however, Petrovski has returned 
to favour and has resumed his 
goalscoring feats for the top 
Danish side. 

The NSL leading goalscoring 
for the 2000-01 season still is not 
hiding his desire to don the 
colours of Australia and instal 
himself as a regular in the 
Socceroos — notwithstanding the 
recent failure of the team to qual- 
ify for the 2002 World Cup qual- 
ifiers. 


Olympic Clashes With League Leaders 


By John Economos 


ARY PHILLIPS, the 
Olympic Sharks’ 
coach is not too oyer- 


awed that his team faces the 
outstanding League leaders 
Perth Glory this Saturday 
night at Toyota Park. 


This will be Olympic’s last 
home match played on a 
Saturday night, having last 
week elected to revert back to 
their traditional Sunday 
evening games. 

Haying lost last Saturday 
away to Marconi through a last 
minute goal, the mobile 


Olympic promises to bounce 
with venom. 

“Our home record is not too 
bad this season, as we've lost 
just once,” Phillips reminded. 

“As far as the Glory goes, 
cone must really admire them. 

“Where do you start rating 
them? 

“From their goalkeeper, 


record (seven goals against), 
the same as the Glory. 

“Many of the Olympic 
players disappointed fast 
Saturday night against 
Marconi with their perfor- 
mances but we will bounce 
back and make up for it this 
Saturday,” forecasted Phillips. 


‘Order Now as 
Christmas Giff 


(international Jason Petkovic 
right through to their bench, 
the Glory has power, pace and 


[UITISI 


every week. For convenience, mail your 


”“Get ABSW delivered to your doorstep 
> heques payable to ABSW: 


UNIVERSITY OF 
TECHNOLOGY, SYDNEY 


State League Division 3 Season 


2002 Trials 


This very ambitious Club wishes to invite all 
interested playes to trial for positions in the 


1st @ 2nd Grade Squad jor 
Season 2002 


Selection Trials will be held at 
Edwards Park (Concord) on: 
«© Sunday 16 & 23 December 2001 
at gam 
° Sunday 6 & 13 January 2002 
at 9am 


Please arrive ready to play at the designated times 


For Further Information Please Contact: 
Danny Silvestri (M): 0438 383 159 


strength. 

“One just has to admire 
them as well for the enormous 
amount of travelling they have 
to do every second week, fly- 
ing right across the continent,” 
Phillips noted. 

“Hopefully by Saturday 
night a backlog of jet-lag will 
have caught up with them,” 
jested Phillips. 

Olympic still has young 
central defender Andrew 
Durante out injured. 

Durante today will see a 
specialist for the injury around 
his heel. 

Sturdy defender Paul 
Kohler sustained an injured 
back last Saturday night 
against Marconi, however 
Phillips fully expects the pow- 
erfully built stopper to be fit 
enough for the Glory clash. 

The Perth Glory who has 
the best attacking stats in the 
League (scored 27 goals) will 
stack up against Olympic who 
has the joint-best defensive 


THIS SATURDAY 


Paul Kohler: Injured but 
will be fit to play. 


“We didn’t play too badly 
against Marconi in the first 
session but fell away in the 
second which did all the dam- 
age,” he ended. 

A highlight of this battle 
will see two of Australia’s best 
goalkeepers on show. 

Clint Bolton for Olympic 
stacks up against the Glory’s 
international Jason Petkovic. 
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The Good Oil ... The Good Oil 


‘OE SPITERI, who last 

month returned from 
Europe to rejoin the ranks 
of the NSL, was last week 
released by the Olympic 
Sharks, 

Spiteri had signed up to 
play four games with the 
Sharks till he was ready to 
go back overseas. His last 
game was in Round 10 
against South Melbourne 

The mobile striker who 


Every year the Marconi 
squad visits the Children’s 
Hospital handing out small 
gifts as well as autographs. 

This visit tomorrow how- 
ever is the second this year 
by Marconi as last week 
members of the squad went 
along as part of the NSL 
National Hospital Visit pro- 
ject. 

“Tf we can bring some lit- 
tle joy to the kids there then 


JOE SPITERI: Released last week by the Olympic 


Sharks. 


has been in Europe the past 
four years, upon his return 
to Australia expressed 
great disappointment in the 
standard of the NSL, 

He still has high hopes of 
returning to Europe, some- 
thing which ‘Good @il’ 
understands, his wife does 
not relish. 

e000 
ARCONI tomorrow 
Tm. 0) fed Sep 
(Wednesday), will be paying 
their annual visit to the 
Children’s — Hospital at 
Westmead in an effort to 
spread some well wanted 

Christmas cheer. 


we have done a good job,” 
Marconi’s attacking left back 
Brendan Renaud told ‘Good 
Oil’. 

e 


LYMPIC SHARKS’s 

ball-playing linkman, 
Nicky Carle, zipped out for 
a week last week to travel 
to Croatia. 

Reason? 

The dynamic Carle had 
been invited for trials with 
giant side Dinamo Zagreb. 

Carle returned to 
Sydney last Friday, in time 
to enable himto come on in 
the second half against 
Marconi last Saturday 


BRENDAN RENAUD: Marconi'’s attacking left back. 


night at the Marconi 
Stadium. 

Should Dinamo extend 
him a contract, Carle will 
not be released by the 
Sharks till the end of the 
NSL season. 

In other news from 
Olympic, today, (Tuesday), 
team-manager Gary 


Phillips has arranged a 
‘Golf Day’ for all his play- 
ers. 

This Saturday night, 
immediately after the main 


By Gohn Eeonomos 


Masi’s papers, just in time to 
enable the former Fijian 
Olympic striker to travel and 
enter New Zealand with the 
Newcastle side. 

You'd think clubs would 


NICKY CARLE: Zipped off to Croatia for a week. 


runaway League leaders 
Perth Glory at Toyota 
Park, the Sharks have 
planned a Christmas Bar 
B. Q. for all the players as 
well as supporters. 
eeee 
EWCASTLE UNITED 
last Friday flew to 
Auckland without their valu- 
able striker, Esala Masi 
where they played a 2 all 
draw. 


ESALA MASI: Left 
behind because of an 
administrative bungle. 

The ‘Fijian _ athletic 
goalscorer was inexcusably 
left behind due to an admin- 
istrative bungle. 

Masi, (not an Australian 
Citizen), still needed a visa 
to enter New Zealand, an 
incident encountered last 
season with the same player. 

However last season, the 
then coach Lee Sterrey, on 
the week of the match, 
quickly scurried down to 
Sydney and zipped around 
the relevant Government 
Departments to organise 


learn as we still boast about 
our fulltime professionalism. 
ecco 

LL it’s almost that 

time of year again, 

(Christmas), with all the 

associated hassles that go 
with it. 

Credit cards run red hot 
as we embark on our annu- 
al splurge on heaps of food 
purchases, alcohol, 
Christmas cards, ete. 

Speaking of Christmas 
cards, one prominent mem- 
ber of the Australian soccer 
media that trayelled to 
Montevideo - last month, 
thought he would be real 
clever and save some cash 
on Christmas Cards, 

Whilst over in South 
America, our mystery 
member of the media, went 
shopping and came across 

‘some real cheap musical 
Christmas Cards. 

You know, the ones that 
‘as soon as you open them 
they come alive and play 
“Jingle Bells’ or ‘Rudolph 
‘The Red nose Reindeer’. 

‘Well our friend was 
amazed at how cheap they 
were in South America and 
proceeded to buy a stack of 
them, 

However one late night 
last week, he sat down for 
the laborious task of writ- 
ing them out to send to his 
long list of friends. 

After just writing out 
three of these cards he was 
very quickly driven crazy 
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by the jingling tunes that 
messed up his concentra- 
tion, 

And mind you, that was 
the good news. 


He still had another 35 
cards still left to fill out. 
May we suggest to him a 
pair of ear-plugs? 
Merry Christmas pal. 
eo0e 


HE OLYMPIC 
SHARKS after next 
Saturday night’s home 
match, will switch all of its 
remaining four home games 
to be played on Sundays. 
Round 17 vs Northern 
Spirit, Sunday February 3rd 
2002. 


Round 19 vs Newcastle 
United, Sunday February 
17th. 

Round 22 ys Brisbane 
Strikers, Sunday March 10th. 


winning the game. 

The right defender 
yelled out across the dress- 
ing room to his left mid- 
fielder, why didn’t he chal- 
lenge for the ball that fell to 
his opponent from a cross 
fired from the right? 

From that move, the 
opponent scored the win- 
ning goal which fired up 
the right-defender. 

The left midfielder, (a 
good attacking player, but 
a very poor defender), hay- 
ing a short fuse, exploded 
back. 

‘Then it was on for young 
and old. 

Real colourful, 


Our short-fused left 
midfielder. 


LINDSAY WILSON: The Sharks’ right wingback. 


Round 24 vs Marconi, 
Sunday March 24th, 

All of the above games 
will have a 6pm kick-off at 
Toyota Park. 

eeee 
HAT was the recent 
player-scuffle all 
about that erupted immedi- 
ately after a match in the 
losers’ Dressing Room? 

It was really a colourful 
scene, 

Whilst the team’s man- 
ager was outside the 
Dressing Rooms being 
interviewed by members 
media, the flare up 
occurred. 

Tt appears that one 
defender was real sore 
about the loss, especially 
when his team looked like 


Another case when the 
guilty party pleaded inno- 
cence and the innocent was 
made to look guilty. 

e000 

TEVE,PANOPOULOS, 

‘South Melbourne’s 26 
year qld industrious mid- 
fielder, although still under 
contract with South 
Melbourne, is about to sign 
another new ‘contract’. 

South supporters should 
not panie that they are about 
to lose their beloved action- 
packed midfielder who last 
Sunday night racked up his 
200th match in the NSL, and 
all with the same Club, 

On January 13th, Steve 
will ‘sign-up’ at his wedding, 
to his beloved Brasilian 
fiancee, Andrea, 

Affectionately tagged by 
his team-mates as ‘Pana’, 
Steve met Andrea in Rio two, 
years ago when South toured 
Brasil to competed in FIFA’s 
inaugural World Club 
Championships. 

Spotting her in the Hotel 
at Copacabana in Rio which 
South’s squad was staying, 
Steve was instantly besotted 
by this Brasilian beauty, 

Tn fact, he was completely 
‘nut-megged’ by her. 

Th his yery own words, 
Steve told ABSW: “She just 
stole my heart.” 

From that very day, a 
beautiful Soccer romance 
blossomed. _ 

Last Sunday night for 
South’s home match against 
the Brisbane Strikers, to hon- 
our his nffirvellous milestone 
of having played all 200 NSL 
games with South, the Club’s 
Management made Steve 
captain of the side. 

‘Pana’ is just 13 games 
short of equalling former 
goalkeeper Peter Laumets’ 
record of having played 213 
games for the ‘Blues’, 

In today’s edition of 
ABSW, our readers can learn 
all about Steye and his 
Brasilian fiancee, Andrea, 

ABSW's writer, Ms 
Daniela Raco, delves into the 
romance between Soccer's _ 
latest lovebirds in her colour 
piece on this couple appear- 
ing on Page 17. 


STEVE PANOPOULOS with his brilliant Brasilian 


Beauty, Andrea. 


EE STERREY, 

(Marconi’s coach was 
very relieved last Saturday 
night at the Marconi 
Stadium when his entrust- 
ed 18 year old substitute 
striker Alex Brosque nailed 
a late sole goal of the 
match, 

With just two minutes 
left on the clock and with 
Marconi having lucklessly 
bombarded the Olympic 
Sharks with shots at goal 


throughout the game, 
young Alex hit the target 
with less than two minutes 
left of play. 

All last week Sterrey 
heralded to the media that 
Alex was the most out- 
standing young talent he 
has eyer coached and was 
gifted with a lethal left foot, 

Having come on in the 
69th minute to replace 
Norman Tome in 
Marconi’s attack-line, plus 
the pressure of time now 
fast running out, Brosque 
latched onto a long pass 
from his sweeper Angelo 
Costanzo. 

Ever-so-smoothly the 
teenager who naturally 
lacks senior experience, 
effortlessly glided into the 
box from the right. 

He easily raced past 
Olympie’s central marker 
Jade North, before slotting 
a right footed drive past 
goalie Clint Bolton into the 
far corner. 

Tt was Alex’s first NSL 
goal for Marconi. 

But Sterrey’s story on 
Brosque all last week was 


boasting about Alex’s 
lethal left foot. 

Yet he scored with his 
right? 


“It can happen,” the 


baby-faced Alex quitely 
smiled when quizzed by 
‘Good Oil’ after the game 
eoee 
TERREY after the 
match snapped: “I never 
talk about 18 year olds, but 
Alex, (Brosque), I believe, is 
a vastly different kettle of 


well. 


fish. before that I rate them as the “The balan at 
“He’s a good listener as League’s second best team to field ma ae Gee 

well as hungry to learn. the Glory. “Qur playmaker Troy 
“As far as the whole game “J still do despite us beat- Halpin also didn’t play well 


was concerned, I believe that 


Dear Sir, 

In last week’s edition of ABSW, in 
the Section “Letters To The Editor”, a 
Mr D Gardner of Hampton Park, wrote 
“{ might upset some people with my 
views about the game, but let’s go 
back to the 1974 team. 

“Anybody who is old enough to 
recall that team, I would like to ask, 
how many Australian born players 
were in the team? 

“We may find two, maybe three, 

all the rest came from 
Europe. 

Well let’s get this matter straight- 
ened out right here and now. 

Mr Gardner, Australia’s 1974 
World Cup team which travelled to 
West Germany, there were in fact 
NINE Australian-born players — 
Allan Maher, Col Curran, the only 
ever Aboriginal player to play for 
Australia Harry Williams, Ernie 
Campbell, Gary Manuel. Johnny 
Watren, Jimmy Miliseljevic, Max 
Tolson and Ray Baartz. 

In addition, Atti Abonyi, Manfred 
Schaefer and Johnny Watkiss, all 
migrated as Under 8 year olds with 
their families to Australia. 

Remember in those days, Australia 
was principally a European migrant 


collectively we played very 


“At the end of the day, 
overall, we did very well in 
all departments and even hit 
the woodwork three times. 

“Tt was only a one goal 
win but it was against 
Olympic who I’ve said 


ing them,” Sterrey ended. 


LEE STERREY: Marconi’s head coach. 


COL CURRAN: 
The magnificent Australian 
born 1974 World Cup player. 


By Goku Economos 
ee 


and I’m sure he’s be the 


Saturday night,” Phillips 


off to Europe at some stage. 
» All Phillips would add 
was: “If he still believes 
that he can make it over- 
seas, he has a lot of work 
ahead of him and must 
vastly improve,” concluded 
Olympic’s coach. 


eeee i eoee 
ARY PHILLIPS, the fist tseotePhokandon’ rr oNIGHT, Tues), 
Olympic Sharks’ “Now we have to face the { Sydney’s leading Radio 
coach, was understandably League leaders this Station 2UE will broadcast 
not too happy last Saturday another Soccer Talk-back 


night after having just tated, programme. 

watched his side slide to a Phillips also made it very Resident Soccer analyst, 

defeat at the hands of  ojear that he was far from and former Australian World 

Marconi. happy with one of his par- Cup captain Johnny Warren, 
“We're not successful at — tieylar ‘stars’ who still pos- will be in the studio to take 

the moment but we did cre- cesses high hopes of zipping questions phoned in. 

ate some chances. Last month when 2UE 


country. 
As well, Ray Richards and Adrian 
Alston migrated as teenagers with 


their families. 


In other words, FOURTEEN of 
those players either learned their foot- 
ball in Australia, or were born here. 

Of the remainder, like Doug 
Utjesenovic, Branko Buljevic, Jack 
Reilly, Ivo Rudic, Dave Harding, 
Jimmy Mackay and Jimmy Rooney 
who migrated later in life, they were as 
proud, (if not prouder), than the 
“Vegemites’ and true blues in the team. 

More importantly, in the World Cup 
campaign from 1970 till 1974, other 
‘Aussies such as Jimmy Fraser, (the 
man responsible more than most, for 
us to qualify, with super games against 
Iran and South Korea), Ron Corry, 
Dennis Yaager, John Roche, George 
Harris, Terry Butler and John Doyle, 
were all Aussie born. 

As well, Harris and Butler were 
desperately unlucky not to have made 
the cut for West Germary. 

Sincerely trust that the above facts 
serve to enlighten Mr Gardner and 
others. 

Barry Basmege, 
ACT. 


GARY PHILLIPS: Olympic’s disappointed coach. 


staged its first Soccer Talk- 
back show, the Station’s 


90 minutes. 
Tonight, the hour long 
programme kicks off at 7pm. 
No doubt one of the most 
popular, (if not annoying), 


=) 


Montevideo last month?” 


| NSL Season 
Guide Book 


Now On Sule 
bs 


Supporters are now 
able to buy this Season's 
NSL Guide Book 


through their local NSL 
Club. 4 

Copies of this most 
comprehensive publica- 


tion are now on sale at 
an NSL Club near you. 
Cost for the 2001/2002 
Guide Book is $14:95¢ 
(inel:GST). 


For further 
enquiries contact Mr 
Gary Moretti at 
Soccer Australia on 
02 = 9267 0799. 


ABSW (8) 


questions that could once 
more be fired at Warren, will 
switchboard was jammed for . be “What went wrong over in 


JOHN WARREN: Former Australian World Cup 
captain, on 2UE tonight. 


The Australian and British 
Soccer Weekly will be on Sale 
on Monday 24th December & 
Monday 31st December. 


Please ensure that you have placed your 
order with your local Newsagent to 
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Football Kingz 
Newcustle United 2 


uckland’s long-suffering 
fans chose to blame ref- 
eree Perry Mur for last 


and draw the Kingz level — to the 
delight of the Auckland crowd. 
Marshalled by the impressive 


Andy Vlahos, the Kingz then 
seized the initiative and launched 
waye-upon-wave of attack which 


Friday’s late, late goal which 
enabled Newcastle United 
snatch a rather nerve-wracking 
2-2 draw with the Football 
Kingz, but if the truth be told, 
the Kingz’ persistent inability to 
hang onto a lead again came 
back to haunt them. 

The fact that substitute Daniel 
McBreen buried the back-break- 
ing equaliser in the 3rd minute of 
added time, was a consequence of 
both the referee’s questionable 
time-keeping as it was of the 
Kingz vulnerability in defence. 

The Kingz had looked set for a 
deserved 2-1 win against the 
unbeaten Newcastle when 
McBreen rammed home the con- 
troversial injury-time goal. 

Kingz’ goalie, Michael 
Theoklitos had contrived to keep 
Newcastle's attacking pair of Joe 
Griffiths and Matthew Bingley at 
bay all through the game, and suc- 
ceeded in keeping the scoreline at 
just a 1-0 lead at half-time.“ 

Travis Dodd's 33rd minute 
strike, off a good ball from 
Griffiths was the only reward 
Newcastle reaped from a first half 
of constant pressure on the Kingz, 

But the Kingz replied after the 
break when Paul Urlovic was 
needlessly brought down in the 
penalty box by Newcastle defend- 
er, Chris Zoricich. Urlovic rose up. 
to send Newcastle goalkeeper 


Daniel Beltrame the wrong way for the Kingz. 


Melbourne Knights 


the flag, but this is only aca- 
demic since the visitor 
seemed hungry for the ball 
all the times. The home 
side's midfield looked lazy 
in the first part and was 
promptly replaced with the 
start of the second half. 

At least with Paul Reid 
and Naum Sekuloyski, both 
young players, a bit more 
life came into the Wolves 
team. 


By Otto Bader 


bleak Christmas 
this year for the 
Wolves, the fire 


from past seasons is extin- 
guished, gone out for good. 

Now more than eyer the 
true fans — this time only 
2,848 turned up on a 
Saturday night before the 


u time you 
festive season — need to 


Ceryinski tried valiant to 
keep a clean sheet, not 
always assisted by fellow 
players, the sweeper went 
missing when the Knights 
scored their first half goals 
— two quick breaks beating 
the off-side trap, some say 
both times it was off-side, 
‘one incident the lines person 
fell over and could not raise 


Basel, Switzerland, returned 
due to their winter break and 
could only look on sadly, 
wondering what went on 
with his former mates. 
Some ageing stars seem to 
fade away and the chance is 
there now to give young tal- 
ents a go, the coach has the 
ample youngsters at his dis- 
posal, it can't get any worse 


Wollongong Wolves 1 


in games to come. It is a fit- 
ness problem — the Wolves 
seemed to be always second 
best to play against the 
Knights on the night. 
Perhaps the coach will 
think after such performance 
when in the locker room @ 
tip a few guys on the shoul- 
der and whisper in their ear 
— “hey fellow maybe it is 


and make way for fresh 


support the struggling An interesting spectator legs.” 

eam _. from overseas was former © Melbourne —_ assistant 
Keeper Dean Anastasiadis Wolves star ‘Scott coach Luciano Trani — 

and defender David Chipperfield, now with FC coach Andrew Marth needed 


stitches in his eye brow after 
a clash on the field of play 
and was unable to attend the 
press conference — stated 
that was the best perfor- 
mance of the season he has 
witnessed, the side played 
well out of the back, splitting 
opposition 
showing they are a ball-play- 
ing team, able to match it 


Kept the Newcastle defence busy 
and raised the tempo of the game. 

After Urlovic missed a sitter 
when put through by Vlahos in the 
‘73rd minute, the petite Vlahos 
then took matters into his own 
hands in the 77th minute by curl- 
ing in a beauty from the left flank, 
beyond the outstretched arms of 
Beltrame. 

The class of Vlahos’ goal as 
well as the industry employed in 
the build-up to it, excited the 
crowd so much that a feel-good 

atmosphere spread 
around the park 
that at last, they 
were on hand to 
witness the Kingz’ 
first home win in 
the season. 

Five minutes later, 
Urlovic was again 
at the end of yet- 
another Viahos tra~ 
jectile, but he only 
could hit the post 
when everyone had 
been set to cheer 
the third goal for 
the Kingz. If it had 
gone in, surely it 
would have been 
the end of 
Newcastle’s resis- 
tance. 

The Kingz were 
made to rue that 
miss when 
McBreen, who 
came into the game 
in the 79th minute, 
buried a high ball 
past  Theoklitis 
amidst a sea of 
heads in the Kingz. 
area to once again 
condemn the hosts 
to another agonis- 


Paul Urlovic: Scored from the penalty spot ing finish. 
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think to move on 


Sydney United 0 
Parramatta Power 2 


around the edge of the penalty 


By Arvind Hickman ae 
Buonovoglia played Eagleton 
rramatta Power may down the left flank, he surged for- 


have won the contest, but 

the day will always be 
remembered as the final time 
one of Croatia’s greats was to 
play in a competitive game of 
football. 

Aljosa Asanovic, the first ever 
to score a goal for Croatia, and a 
1998 World Cup bronze medal- 
list, hung up his boots after 
Sydney United went down to 
Parramatta Power 2-0 at the 
Sydney United Sports Centre last 
Sunday. 

The Power were good value for 
their victory by controlling pos- 
session and producing the better 
chances for most of the game. 

United came back into the 
game in the opening 20 minutes 
of the second half but couldn’t 
breakdown a solid Power defence 
led by an inspired Nick Orlic. 

David Mitchell’s team obyi- 
ously never read Asanovic’s 
‘fairytale script’ and could have 
been 3-0 up within the first 18 
minutes. 

Ziatko Arambasic missed a 
golden opportunity after only 51 
seconds when played into the box 
by John Buonovoglia. The former 
United marksmen caught the 
defence ball watching but hit a 
weak shot that was well saved by 
the advancing Wilson Knezevic. 

Steve Eagleton scored the first 
goal in only the third minute after 
being given far too much space 


defence 
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with the top end of the table. 

The only good event of 
the night was the Wolves 
Youth Grade won 4-1 


: Gace 
Toto Da Costa: Buried Wollongong Wolves with 


two well taken goals. 


side found 


against Marconi. The home 
themselves 
immediately under attack 
when in the third minute 


ward with the ball and cut across 
the box before unleashing a shot 
that left Knezevic very little hope. 

In the 18th minute the Power 
had another golden chance to 
extend their lead when Arambasic 
tangled with Micheal Cunico and 
Michael Santalab, and was award- 
ed a controversial penalty. 

Wayne O'Sullivan stepped up 
and hit the spot kick to the keep- 
ers’ left, but Knezevic pulled out 
a brilliant save to keep his team 
within sight. 

Knezevic has been the perfect 
antidote to United’s many goal- 
keeping problems this season 
with sterling performances over 
the past few weeks. 

United did manage a first half 
opportunity and it was engineered 
by who else but the master. 

Asanovic played a pin-point, 
angled long ball from his half to 
Ante Milicic up-front, who then 
lobbed the keeper well off his line 
but frustratingly hit the crossbar, 

Tt was a move reminiscent of 
Croatia’s opening goal against 
France in the 98 World Cup semi- 
final, the magician still producing 
the goods. 

United began the second half 
far more promisingly and created 
a few chances with little syocess. 

Ivan Zelic and Santalab both 
missed free headers, before it was 
time to farewell Asanovic. 


giant defender 


The — visitors 


* 


the home side’s keeper. 


David 
Cervinski had to come to the 
rescue to deflect the ball for 
acomer. The Wolves made a 
couple of feeble attempt 
“with striker Sean Babic run- 
ning into the off-side trap a 
few times, a missed header 
from Bubby Farah who did 
not look comfortable. The 
first corner came for the 
Knights in the 12th minute, 
followed by several more 
before the Wolves had their 
first one in the 34th minute. 
oyerall 
looked much more quicker, 
hungry for the ball, covering 
well when needed, com- 
pared to a slow operating 
Wolves side. the first goal 
fell in the 32nd minute with 
a fast break-away, outpacing 
the Wolves cumbersome 
defence, even though it 
could have been off-side, 
well put away free in the 
goal area by Toto Da Costa, 
similar the second one when 
Joel Porter broke free in the 
40th minute, no chance for 


The best Wolves opportu- 
nity came from a header by 
Sean Babic, saved on the 
goal line by an alert Knights 
defender. The Knights keep- 


Commins Menapi replaced him 
in the 59th minute as the 
Bravehearts searched for an 
equaliser. 

However, it awas Power who 
took advantage of all the extra 
space and scored their second 
goal in the 83rd minute. 


sd TPB 


Ante Milicic: Missed a 
scoring chance,for 
Sydney Unitéd. 

Wayne O'Sullivan made a 
great run down the right, getting 
around Paul Bilokapic and draw- 
ing the keeper, before cutting the 
ball back to Adam Kwasnik who 
finished well, 

The Power, worthy winners on, 
the day hold onto sixth position, | 
while United remain ninth, 

A final word of ‘Thankyou’ 
must go to Aljosa Asanovic on 
behalf of football fans around the 
world for the wonderful entertain- 
ment you have provided us over 
the years. 


er Martin john had a fine 
game. 

Being down by two goals 
at the break, coach Ron 
Corry saw the writing on the 
ball and changed three play- 
ers bringing on Paul Reid, 
Naum Sekulovski and Tony. 
Perinich, hoping to. bring 
more speed into the game. It 
worked to an extent that the 
Wolves were a little bit more 
advehturous but the visitors 
defended well-and once 
more overcame a slow react 
ing Wolves defence towards 
the final quarter scoring their 
third goal, in between the 
Knights hit the Wolves 
upright twice and only luck 
prevented the home “side 
from falling behind by even 
abigger score. 

Striker Tony Perinich had 
two freé headers in front of 
the keeper but was unable to 
capitalise on the opportuni- 
ties. Eventually a rather 
good move resulted in the 
Wolves scoring when Stuart 
Young headed a cross down 
for the incoming Naum 
Sekulovski to score with a 
well executed shot for the 
final score 1-3. 


By Alan Clark 


ribane Strikers kept its 
Bum: away record intact 

after drawing 1-1 against 
South Melbourne at Bob Jane 
Stadium on Sunday evening. 

Tt was a game that could have gone 
Brisbane’s way had it taken its numer- 
ous first-half chances, or South’s if 
South Melbourne’s second-half domi- 
nance had also been more truly reflect- 
ed on the scoreboard, 

As it was, Paul Foster’s goal after 
just thirteen minutes had elapsed, and 
Robert Liparoti’s one hour in, were the 
only scores ina lively and entertaining 
contest. 

’ Strikers’ coach John Kosmina was 
the more disappointed of the coaches: 
“A couple of guys weren’t really 
tuned-in today,” he said after the 
match, but declining to name names. 
“We had good chances, but we weren't 
aggressive enough in the box,” said 
Kosmina, who as a player was certain- 
ly not shy when near goal. 

Foster’s goal came early, but there 
was ample evidence that one would 
surely come, 

Foster, Fernando Rech, and Kris 
‘Trajanovski had already shown they 
could find gaps, and it was a through- 
ball from Trajanoyski which put Foster 
through a square back-line to face only 
goalkeeper Michael Petkovic and 


By Tim Caimakamis 


striker, Alex Brosque to score the 
very late and sole goal of the match 
that salvaged all three precious 
League points for Marconi last 
Saturday night at the Marconi 
Stadium against the Olympic Sharks, 

‘A disappointing small crowd of just 
2,460 witnessed Marconi’s 1-0 victory in 
an entertaining game, even if frustrating 
the faithful to the extreme. With the 
game seemingly headed for a scoreless 
draw, young striker Brosque became 
Marconi’s hero, scoring the winner one 
minute from fulltime. 

Marconi’s wile coach Lee Sterrey, 
paid special attention to Olympic’s tal- 
‘ented and dangerous wing-backs, ensur- 
ing that they would be nullified as much 
as possible from their customary and 
effective attacking patterns, 

‘The best chances in the first session 
inyolyed Marconi link-man John 
Maisano, when in the 22nd minute he 
provided a through-ball for striker Kevo 
Gulesserian. Out wide on the right of 
goal, Kevo cut inside two defenders and 
shot to the near post only for Olympic’s 
newly vested captain and ‘keeper Clint 
Bolton to deflect over. 

For Olympic, the 25th minute saw the 
mobile right wingback Lindsay Wilson 
gain possession out wide and square the 
ball for team-mate Jeromy Harris (play- 
ing as an attacking midfielder in place of 
Nicky Carle). Receiving possession on 
the penalty spot, Harris attempted to first 
control the ball instead of having a first- 
time crack at goal. The delay enabled the 
desperate Marconi marker Dominic 


I: was left to teenage substitute 


South Melbourne 
Brisbane Strikers ] 


claim his sixth goal this season. 

“T thought we hung back a bit in the 
first-half. We just needed to squeeze up 
a bit,” said Krncevic, outlining the 
thrust of his half-time address. 

“We were all over the shop in the 
first-half, but I’m proud of the way we 
played in the second-half.” 

Whatever words were exchanged in 
that home dressing-room, South was 
more determined from the earliest 
moments of the second half. Indeed, as 
there had been neither a substitution, 
nor a different formation, the change in 
approach was seemingly without 
cause, 

From constant South pressure came 
string of comers, and the crucial one 
was swung in by Panopoulos where 
full-back Liparoti used his height to 
outjump a raft of opponents to send a 
looping header into goal. 

‘That it was Liparoti who scored for 
South Melbourne will once again high- 
light the fact that South’s attackers are 
not yet earning their keep, and — as 
South’s goals against total this season 
is only bettered by two teams in the 
competition: league leader Perth Glory 
and Olympic Sharks — South’s back- 
line can claim to be working a double- 
shift. 

Just how much South’s defence is 
being relied upon was amply shown by 
Petkovic who made a spectacular diy- 
ing save at the feet of Rech and 
Trajanovski immediately after the 


( @ 


Jason Kearton: Impressive for 


Brisbane Strikers in goal. 
equaliser. 


Joe Bacak had two good opportuni- 
ties when sent clear to face only 
Kearton, but the words “only Kearton” 
scarcely do justice to Kearton’s experi- 
ence, and goal-covering qualities. 
the first, youngster Massimo Murdocca 
- who had played a game of such tenac- 
ity and endeavour to belie his inexperi- 
ence - had made a speedy run down the 


In 


By Richard Kreider 


left to cut back to Bacak who then had 

the face of goal as his target, only to erth Glory gave 

shoot wide at the near-post. their home fans an 
Bacak had another opportunity late early Christmas pre- 

in the game after Fausto De Amicis sent last Saturday by 

had sent him free and on-side only for handing out a 4-1 hiding of 

Kearton to block. league strugglers Adelaide 


Marconi Stallions 
Olympic Sharks 


Longo to cover for his committed keeper 
and, sliding along the goal line Longo 
managed to deflect the ball over the hor- 
‘izontal, 

Olympic actually finished the half 
stronger with two long-range efforts by 
left wingback Andrew Packer in the 34th 
and 36th minutes which ended high and 
wide. In injury time, a clever chip by 
striker Greg Owen put fellow-striker 
Dylan Macalister through only for -his 
volley to be partied wide by Marconi 


keeper Michael Turnbull. 


Olympic Sharks’ playmaker, Troy Halpin, seen here being hit by a slid- 
ing tackle from Marconi’s captain and central marker, Dominic Longo. 


The second session provided the 
crowd with end-to-end entertainment, 
with large gaps appearing all over the 
pitch due toa dearth of real ball-winners. 

In a half dominated by Marconi, 
Olympie’s best efforts fell to substitute 
Carle (who replaced Macallister in the 
60th). Five minutes after coming on, the 
ball-playing and clever Carle from near 
halfway, raced at the defence, then 
placed a through ball for Harris, but 
instead of shooting, he squared it back to 
Carle who under pressure shot straight to 
thevkeeper. Six minutes later, Wilson 
flicked a ball straight to the keeper and a 
Troy Halpin freekick from 30 metres, 
was cleared only as far as to Carle on the 
edge of the box. Carle’s luckless shot 
cannoned onto the crossbar. 


Early in the second session shots fired 


City Force at a ‘balmy 
Perth Oval. 


in by Norm Tome, Gulesserian and 
‘Angelo Costanzo, narrowly failed to find 
the target. On the hour mark a defence- 
splitting pass again saw Tome round the 
keeper, but his final effort came back off 
the post and fortunately ricochetted into. 
the keeper’s hands. Following a 64th 
minute corner clearance, Marconi's mid- 
fielder Christian Care hit the crossbar 
from 18 yards. 

With heaps of space in the middle of 
the pitch, switched-on sweeper 
Costanzo, cut loose from the back and 
became Marconi’s lethal weapon as on 
several occasions he broke into long 
attacking raids up the middle of the park. 
In the 73rd, a 60 metre Costanzo raid 
resulted in Maisano hitting the side net- 
ting. Six minutes later Costanzo fed a 
through-ball to Care, forcing Olympic’s 
goalie and skipper Clint Bolton to race 
off his line and smother the danger. Six 
minutes from the bell Costanzo collected 
possession 45 metres out, played forward 
to Maisano and continued his run into the 
box. However Maisano failed to reply to 
‘Costanzo who was primed to score. 

Striker Gulesserian at the other end 
had his shot brilliantly cleared off the 
line by the alert and covering midfielder, 
‘Tommy Pondeljak. Pondeljak himself 
then raced up the park but his shot flew 
centimetres over the Marconi bar from 
20 yards. 

From the restart Costanzo played a 
Jong ball through for substitute teenaged 
striker Brosque. The teenager calmly 
held off the strong challenge Olympic’s 
Jade North, and once inside the box cool- 
ly slotted the ball into the opposite comer 
to seal the three points plus win the adu- 
lation of all the Marconi supporters. 

Coach Lee Sterrey was most delight- 
ed with the deserving result as well as for 
his talented goal-scorer, whilst 
Olympic’s boss Gary Phillips was under- 
standably disappointed with the result 
and is now questioning the commitment 
of some of his players. 
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Perth Glory - 


Adelaide City Force 


Adelaide City Force. 

Despite enjoying an 
imposing seven point buffer 
on their nearest rivals, espe- 
cially after having won nine 
of the first ten games, Glory 
coach Mich  d’Avray 
declined to comment on 
whether his side was capa- 
ble of going through the sea- 
son undefeated, 
~ Former Adelaide striker 
Damian Mori, who was 
made Perth’s match captain 
for the night, rectified a so- 
called goal drougfff by net- 
ting Glory’s second in a 
game that the home side 
never looked likely to lose. 
“T’'ve always maintained as 
long as we are winning 
games it doesn’t really mat- 
ter who scores goals,” said 
Mori. 

“There are more players 
scoring goals this season 
than just Bobby 
(Despotovski) and I and this 
has given the two of us more 
room to play since itis much 
harder for a defence to mark 
everybody,” he said. 

‘The Force enjoyed long 
periods of possession, espe- 
cially after the break, only to 
lack a killer blow around the 
Glory goal. 

“You have got to give 
credit when it’s due and 
Adelaide came out in the 
second half and played very 
well,” said d’ Avray. 

“There was a period 
there, for about 15 to 20 
minutes (in the second half), 
where we were chasing 
shadows.” The game may 
have started scrappily but 
there was still plenty of 
goalmouth activity at both 
ends. 

The visitor’s skipper 
Aurelio Vidmar had a strong 
chance thwarted by Perth 
defender Jamie Harnwell 


after five minutes before , 


Glory’s Mori breezed past 


Perth Glory’s players celebrate yet another fine outing, this time against 


two defenders to find him- 
self with just the ‘keeper to 
beat a minute later but 
Adrian Cagalj gathered 
bravely at the deadly strikers 
bootlaces.Much to the relief 
of the 11,833 in attendance, 
the home side broke through 
in the 20th minute when 
Harnwell climbed high and 
headed home a centre from 
Scott Miller, who was mak- 
ing his 200th appearance in 
the NSL competition. 

Vidmar and Nik Sabljak 
had equalising opportunities 
minutes later but Mori 
showed them how it was 
done after 31 minutes by 
tucking away a low Gary 
Faria strike that cannoned 
off Cagalj’s chest. 

Brad Maloney, who came 
on in 37th minute for Matt 
Horsley who had rolled an 
ankte, made it 3-0 right on 
half-time when he started 
and finished off a slick com- 
bination move involving 
Despotovski. 

Just moments earliet,~ 
Perth defender Shane Pryce 
had rattled the Adelaide 
crossbarThe Adelaide team 
reduced the deficit after 56 
minutes through Scott 
Tunbridge by crashing the 
ball into the roof of the net 
from close-range and pro- 
ceeded to maintain a long 
period of authority. 

Substitutes Alex Moreira 
and Louis Brain especially, 
showed glimpses of menace, 
only to fail where in mat- 
tered — in front of goal, 

Then, against the run of 
play, Faria restored the 
home sides 3-goal buffer 
nine.minutes from full-time 
by completing a one-two 
with Mori, with a fierce 
strike past the Adelaide 
‘keeper. 
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Moore tipped to 
succeed Okon 


Moore is being tipped to succeed 
Paul Okon as the next Australian 
national skipper. 

Ex-Scotland international, Dave 
McPherson made the surprise recommen- 
dation over the weekend, while extoling 
the qualities of the quiet-spoken Moore. 

Age is fast creeping up on many of 
Australia’s first-choice players with cur- 
rent skipper Paul Okon now 32, deputy 
Kevin Muscat also 32, defenders Tony 
Vidmar 35 and Stan Lazaridis 33, 

Moore is only 25years, but his experi- 
ence of first-class soccer and his proven 
abilities stand him in good staed to lead 
the Australian side in their quest for anoth- 
er World Cup berth for the 2006 World 
Cup finals in Germany. 


Si defence-strongman, Craig 


Cralg Moore: The next Australian 
skipper? 


NICK PO 


By Mark Stavroulakis 


6 “1 I regret it? Yeah, pro- 
lbably from the day after 
I got involved,” This was 
the quote in last Friday’s Daily 
Telegraph wherein Sydney business- 
man, Nick Politis claims he was misin- 
terpreted. 

Titled, “TV turn-off may be fatal’, the 
article sparked controversy and put the 
Sharks chairman in hot water with the 
fans of Olympic. 

“I was very upset reading last 
Friday's paper to see false information 
regarding my position and feelings 

.towards the Sharks. Ever since day one, 
T've been proud to have been one of the 
four people involved in saving the club 
from extinction. 

My main objective was to rescue the 
team with everything it stood for, that 
meant the name and its traditional col- 
ors, I love Olympic and will stand by the 
-team in anyway” said an enraged Politis. 

Since the new board’s tenure at the 
club, many changes have occurred as a 


Moore was one of the few players who 
distinguished themselves throughout the 
team’s ill-fated 2002 World Cup qualify- 
ing bid with an impressive display over 
both legs. With his consistency and grow- 
ing reputation, McPherson believes the 
Glasgow Rangers defender is the best can- 
didate to lead the Socceroos’ next cam- 
paign in four years time. 

Already, Leeds United star, Harry 
Kewell has denied suggestions that he was 
keen on replacing Okon as the next cap- 
tain, ruling himself out of the race, Of all 
of Australia’s key players, it is Moore who 
is looking favourite to inherit the captain's 
armband from Middlesbrough midfielder 
Okon. 

Certainly McPherson also thinks 
Australia has a world class leader on its 
hands in the 25 year-old centre-half. 

“Yes, during his time in Scotland — 
particularly his second spell — Craig has 
shown he has all the qualities and experi- 
ence to be a top class leader,” 

“He's a terrific character, very 
approachable for the media — which is 
obviously important for the game in 
Australia — and is thought of very highly 
by those inside the game here in Scotland. 

“He is'a inte leader on and off the park. 
For someone with his best years still in 
front of him, he has the respect of his 
teammates and opponents — which is 
quite rare. 

“He’s a great communicator and when 
under pressure during games is always 
very composed — which is one of his best 
qualities.” 

Like so many of Australia’s Europe- 
based stars, Moore revels in the role of 
unofficial ambassador — as McPherson 
reveals. 

“He talks about Australia all the time 
and will eventually return there. 

“He is very proud when he gets the 
chance to represent his country and is 
always desperate to support his team- 
mates. 

“He does not have to think twice about 
travelling — unlike some players,” 


ITIS DEN 


result to bolster the clubs image as an 
elite club in Australia. 

“The only way the Sharks could bet- 
ter their future in the National League 
was the switch to a more-professional 
setup like Shark Park. The area itself is 


Nick Politis 


Above: Club Marconi President, Tony Campolongo welcomes Dr Akiode and Professor Earl Owen, 
from Microsearch. 


Marconi's humanitarian 


gospel spreads overseas 


Our next Club Marconi 
Fe scholar 


lub Marconi president, Tony Campolongo welcomed 
‘Club Marconi Scholar, Dr Olutola Akiode, from Nigeria 
to begin her 12 month Scholarship at Microsearch. 
Professor Earl Owen AO, Medical Directorof the Microsearch 
Foundation, attended a welcoming luncheon along with Marconi 
Club President Tony Campolongo. 


transport industries) and health education for people with respect 
to job safety. 

She is enjoying her visit to Sydney and is most thankful for 
Club Marconi’s $35,000 sponsorship of her training at 
Microsearch. At the completion of 12 months, she will return to 
her hospital in Nigeria to share her new-found skills in micro- 
surgery. 

A very talented surgeon, Dr Akiode brings exceptions skills 
to further microsurgical research in Australia, 


Dr Akiode graduated as a medical 
doctor from Obafemi Awolowo |} 
University in 1989 and has achieved 
postgraduate training at the West 
African College of Surgeons and the 


MARCO 


ta function, Dr Zeynep Dereli 


National | Medical Consultant STALLIONS thanked Club Marconi for sup- 

Orthopaedic Surgeon at the Ogun State | | porting her Scholarship at the 

University Teaching Hospital, Sagamu, eae Foundation of 
Us a. - 


Nigeria and Lecturer at the Ogun State 
University, Ago-Iwoye, Nigeria, 

Her special interests whilst at Microsearch are in furthering her 
microsurgery training, especially for re-attachment of amputated 
limbs and nerve regeneration, hand and reconstructive surgery 
particularly for traumatic cases. 

Dr Akiode’s other interest is in the furthering of research into 
the improvement of safety in industries (such as cottage and 


Dr Dereli had spent 13 months at Microsearch studying limb 
transplantation and drug enhanced tissue regeneration, as well as 
microsurgery techniques and reconstructive surgery. 

She returns to Istanbul, Turkey to continue her work as a 
microsurgeon, specialising in hand surgery. 
‘This is just another exercise of Club Marconi’s involvement in 
community relations. 


an untapped soccer region, even though 
thousands of kids play soccer in the 
area, they had no club to look up to in 
the top flight of soccer in Australia. 

Now with the Sharks establishing 
themselves in the area, it was our chance 
to further the game, however it has not 
been easy. 

Due’ to recent crowd shortages the 
remaining home matches will now be 
played on Sunday’s instead of 
Saturdays. What I tried to do was devel- 
op an atmosphere where once Saturday 
night came, everyone knew it was Shark 
night. 

‘The first game drew a crowd of ten 
thousand plus, but quickly after that the 
crowds dwindled. Sunday games have 
been put in place and we must now mar- 
ket this idea well, after the new year, to 
establish a night known as Shark night. 

I have been upset with the Sharks’ 
Suppgifers who in recent years were 
with the club in anyway and now, due to 
the team changing venues, supporters do 
not want to come”. 

“That has been the only disappointing 
aspect I have with the club, in that we 
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ES SHARKS’ REGRET STO 


are not getting the support we need. The 
only way Olympic would benefit in the 
future apart from a professional setup is 
a hardcore following of supporters. 
‘We need to get people back into the 
game at Shark Park to pro- 
vide a better soccer 
atmosphere,” said Politis. 
At the moment 
Soccer in Australia is 
yet to realize its 
enormous potential 
it has as a sport in 
this country, Politis 
believes that one 
such plan could boast 
the codes credibility, 
“Many people have 
asked the question, what 
does soccer in Australia 
need to get bigger? I think developing 
an elite competition alongside our Asian 
counterparts would be the ideal plan. 
Having six of our best sides tackle six 
of the best in Asia in a Super 12's sce- 
nario. Rugby Union have done well with 
this idea, soccer could get bigger having 
our best teams tour Asia, then getting 


the Asian clubs touring Australia which 
would hopefully get prime-time pevinis 
on channel 7”, 
“This is a unique product which if 
done and used in the right way could 
generate_more money for 
National League clubs 
and Soccer Australia 
through the simple use 
of Television”, 
“The Americans 
have devised a 
smart plan where 
they have used 
Sunday as their main 
day of sport. On that 
day, a host of sports are 
played which in tum are 
watched by millions of 
people. If soccer in 
Australia can provide the right formula, 
ie. the Super 12's idea, then viewers 
will tune into the code, If used correctly, 
television can provide the league and the 
clubs revenue, but only if it is marketed 
well,” concluded Politis. 


By Tim Caimakamis 
lympic Sharks’ 
TROY HALPIN 
has recently been 

the victim of a chronic 
back injury, which has 
severely limited his train- 
ing schedule this season as 
well as his appearances in 
the National Soccer 
League. 

Having completed a 
rare 90 minutes against 
South Melbourne penulti- 
mate weekend, ABSW 
caught up with Troy after 
the match; 


Q. Troy, what’s your 
view of the match? 

A. “Probably frustrated 
more than anything, we cre- 
ated enough chances but 
the ball didn’t go in”, 

Q. You were 
unlucky tonight? 

A. “Lucks a thing you 
create for yourself, I just 
think we’ve got to do a bet- 
ter job in taking our 
chances, maybe that means 
spending more time on the 
training pitch doing that. If 
it doesn’t come, we'll reach 
the end of the season saying 
what could have been, but it 
‘wont matter then”. 

Q. You nearly won the 
match for your team with a 
screamer from 30 metres? 

A. “Yes, and I thought 
the keeper got a hand to it, 


quite 


Troy Halpin (left): In action for Olympic last season, against South 
Melbourne's Goran Lozanowski. 


the shot was dipping a little 
whether it would of gone 
in, I don’t know. I certainly 
thought he got a touch and a 
comer at that stage (in 
injury time), you never 
know (what could of hap- 
pened; we could of scored 
from the set piece). 

Q. How is the back 
injury coming along (its 
not something that recov- 
ers overnight)? 

A. “The injury I would 
say is better, Its hard to 
come back since I also 
missed the preseason; just 
getting match fitness is the 
hardest thing, even when 
you are over the injury. 
Once I get that back (fit- 
ness), I'll be alright”. 

Q. Dominating matches 
and not scoring or winning 
must affect morale? 

A. “Morale is quite good; 
obviously your not going to 
be too happy when your not 
winning games that you 
believe you should be win- 
ning because of your pos- 
session and dominance. 

Q. What can be done? 

A. “We're doing double 
Sessions most days, try and 
putting in’extra work; it'll 
eventually work or it wont, 
as I said, hopefully it wont 
come to that. We have the 
second round and the 
chances have just got to go 
in”, 

Q. With Ante (Juric) 


il 


Olympic comeback 


INK 
Cy; 
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Troy Halpin (right): Just einga match fitness is the hardest thing, even if you are over the injury.” Inset: Proud to be a Shark. 


back, is there a difference? 

A. “It has made a differ- 
ence. Personally for me, 
Ante coming back, I think 
it’s a boost for the team for 
the way we play. We're still 
short of playing the style of 
football we played last 
year; we have a few new 


players and we have a cou- 
ple that will come back 


(from injury) that will help 
us play that style of foot- 


ball. Definitely him coming 
back helps, hopefully over 


time that will show as 
well”. 


Soccer will grow despite 
the World Cup disaster 


By Geoff Miles 


espite the dramatic pub- 
licity surrounding the 
Socceroos loss to 
Uruguay and failure to 
for the World Cup, the funda- 
mentals, are still very strong for 
further sustained growth of the 
sport in Victoria. 

The World Cup campaign of 
Frank Farina’s team, featuring two 
fantastic matches at the MCG against 
France and Uruguay, will leave a 
lasting legacy for the sport and stim- 
ulate interest and demand at the 
junior level. 

Despite sharing the disappoint- 
ment offall Australian soccer and 
sports followers, the Victorian 
Soccer Federation is very proud of 
the Socceroos efforts under very dif- 
ficult circumstances in our World 
Cup campaign. 

The Socceroos’ games against 
France and Uruguay at the MCG 
proved to be an outstanding suc- 
cess, highlighted by the incredible 
atmosphere generated during the 
first leg of our World Cup play-off 
against Uruguay. 

The publicity surrounding the 
presence of our Australian team in 
Melbourne and their excellent per- 
formances against France and 
Uruguay at the MCG, had a huge 


Richard Morales: Architect of 
Australia’s World Cup ouster. 


impact. The opportunity for our 
youngsters to see their idols up 
close, may well be the start of many 
life long careers in our sport. 

The VSF conducted a number of 
clinies for schools during the lead 
up to: these games, including two 
free clinics at the MCG, clinics in 
regional Victoria and a two day 
coaching symposium, 

We are very confident that the 
huge interest that was stimulated 
throughout this campaign will be 
represented by a continued increase 


in participation in 2002, which will 
continue the record periods of 
growth of recent years, 

The FIFA. revenues that would 
have flowed to Australia and the 
high media~profile that would have 
accompanied our campaign if we 
had qualified for the World Cup, will 
now not materialise. 

However, Coach, Frank Farina, 
Captain, Paul Okon and our team 
have done much to boost our game 
with their valiant efforts to achieve 
the World Cup goal that,has always 
been incredibly-difficult, due to the 
qualification process that we must 
follow. 

Over the last three years, the VSF 
has invested a significant amount in 
coaching and development pro- 
grams in the community, to suppart 
the tremendous contribution of yol- 
uinteers at club level-and also the 
commitment of the huge number of 
schools where soccer is now a dom- 
inant sport. 

‘The VSF is in a sound financial 
position and will continue to pro- 
vide support to grow our great 
game here in Victoria. We look for- 
ward to 2002 with anticipation for 
another huge year for our sport at 
the grass roots level. 


*Geoff Miles is the CEO of the 
Victorian Soccer Federation 
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McKinnon 
thanks ABSW 


Dear Sir, 

I would like to 
express my gratitude, 
albeit belatedly, to sev- 
eral people following 
my tip Down Under 
late in October. 

But John Economos’s 
interest in my work did 
not stop with just stories 
and during my last trip 
he generously donated 
eight soccerballs. 

It was also through 
one of John’s earlier 
articles that my former 
APIA team-mate Charlie 
Davidson, read of our 
good work here. 

Thave been very busy 
on my return from 


Sydney and am happy 
to report that the team 
has won their local 
elimination. 

If you would like to 
know more about the 
team and our work here 
please visit our website 
www.cebusoccer.com 

More power to your 
publication. 

Graeme 
Mackinnon 
Cebu, Phillippines. 


Editor’s Note: Mr 
John Economos only 
did his little bit to assist 
the kids back in 
Phillipines. Thanks. 


KENNETT MUST BE STOPPED 


WHAT DIRECT WORLO BUP 
TICKET MEANS TO SOGGER 


Dear Sir, 

Praise the Lord it appears 
that just maybe FIFA is 
about to do something that 
will be beneficial for Oz 
Soccer. 

If the Oceania 
Confederation is given one 
direct place in future World 
Cup Finals then the impact 
on Oz Soccer will be dramat- 
ic and felt long before the 
lead up to Germany 2006. 

For starters SA will be 
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quickly rescued from their 
parlous financial state by 
eager sponsors/patrons con- 
fident of the prospect of the 
Socceroos qualifying for 
Germany 2006 remember 
FIRST IN FIRST SERVED. 

One thing the failed World 
Cup campaign proved 
beyond doubt is that the 
wider Australian community 
is anxious to embrace the 
World Cup. While everyone 
is aware that the Melbourne 


match was a huge’TV rating 
success for Seven what is 
Jess known that this match 
was the, fifth most-watched 
television program Australia 
wide in the history of 
Australian television. 

This is a quite incredible 
result for a fringe sport that 
is rarely if ever shown on 
prime time commercial TV 
and has not been lost on peo- 
ple in high places. 

Having said all this does 


not regate the need for wide- 
spread reform of Oz Soccer 
across the board. This stran- 
glehold on the administra- 
tion of Oz Soccer at most 
levels by Soécer illiterate 
times servers, no hopers, and 
Opportunists needs to be bro- 
ken once and forever if the 
game is ever to become a 
serious sport in Australia. 

A tare bailout of Oz 


Soccer by FIFA is to be wel- 


comed as an opportunity to 
achieve this aim and not pre- 
serve the status.quo. 

On another matter alot of 


headless chooks are in a state _ 


of panic over Channel Nine’s 
TV coverage of Japan/Korea 
2002. Long ago in ABSW on 
more than one occasion I 
wamed Soccer fans of the 
problem to no avail. That 
was the time for concerted 


action not now at five min- - 


utes to midnight. 

To many Oz Soccer fans 
are there own worst enemies 
they consistently complain 
about poor TV coverage 
when its to late to reverse the 
decision. 

R. Melor, 
Bondi, NSW. 


gy hs 


I was reading in the daily 
papers that Jeff Kennett 
would like to take over the 
running of Soccer Australia, 
I just hope he doesn’t get the 
job. He made a right mess of 
Victoria when he was in 


about that. He was more 
interested in making money 
from the car racing. 

The man who I think 
would do a good job for 
Soccer would be Mr Nick 
Tana the owner of Perth 
Glory — the biggest crowd- 


power. 
He sold every thing. 
Soccer people in Victoria 
have long memories. 
Kennett was the man who 
got rid of all the soccer 
grounds around middle park 
just to build a car-racing 
track. Where did all them 
Soccer players go who used 
to play there every weekend? 
Kennett didn’t worry 


WHAT NEXT NOW AFTER 
WORLD CUP OUSTER? 


Dear Sir, 

This is NOT hindsight. There is proof and evidence of 
faxes, letters, radio interviews and newspaper. Articles for 
many months from people begging Frank Farina to be 
flexible like the great coaches and: 

(1) Play a sweeper in the away game behind Murphy 
and Moore, which-may have prevented the first goal from 
Silva; 

(2) Demand our attack help ‘out our defence at oppo- 


Dear Sir, 


Kennett would not be 
adverse to being involved 
in Soccer Australia is 


nents free-kicks and corners. After Brett Emerton’s silly 
free-kick, Viduka and other forwards might have blocked 
the killer-second goal. What use where they, aands-on- 
hips on the half-way line, when the immediate danger was 
in our goalmouth? 

(3) Beware the red card risk of Kevin Muscat and 
Danny Tiatto in the away leg. Well, administarative idio- 


cy took care of Tiatto and Muscat was plain lucky — three 
yellow cards in three games — France and both Uruguay 
games. 

‘This is not about some sort of “I TOLD YOU SO,” ego 
thing. We all wanted the sport right up there, pulling in 
$40 million, sustaining the 3.1 million TV audience, mak- 
ing Frankie a national hero. Now where? 

Con Michalakos, 
Athelstone, SA. 


SOCCER NEEDS 
JEFF KENNETT 


Latest reports that Jeff 


pulling team-in the country. 
Nick Tana and a couple of 
experienced old heads would 
do a good job. 
To all readers a Merry 
Christmas. 
© D. Gardner, 
Hampton Park, VIC, 


great news for the game 
in this country, If a 
patient is sick, get a spe- 
cialist before he dies and 
obviously the NSL is sick. 

Prior to the demise of 
the “Cosmos” there was 
some interest in a city that 
had hosted part of the 
Olympics; had the only” 
true Football Stadium in 
the country and the 
largest junior registration 
per-head of population. 

Now the NSL is about 
as popular as a pork chop 
ina synagogue. 

Amongst the criteria for 
a presence in the NSL, a 
crowd of 4,000 was not 
deemed viable for the 
acceptance of the 
Cosmos” 

On present crowd fig- 
ures, at least 50% of NSL 
teams should get the 
chop, and the 50% left 
would only survive if they 
played every game in 
Perth. 

Suggestion to S.A. - 
encourage teams with 
potential and get out of 
the 50s mode, or better 
still bring in Jeff Kennett. 

Vic Heath, 


Duffy, ACT. 


NSW's FAULTY U/16 POLIC 


Dear Sir, 

Regarding the cancellation of Under/16 
Youth League this season, I should like to say 
that whilst it is commendable for the NSW 
Soccer Federation to include Under 17s, it is 
a travesty to do so at the expense of the Under 
16s. 

Surely five grades could be accommodated 
into the structure even if reformatted so three 
grades play at home and two away in the first 
round and vice versa in round two. 

An alternative could have been to keep 


under 13s in cadet and club Soccer and_ 


accommodate 14-17s in youth league. I sim- 
ply cannot believe.an alternative solution 
could not be found. 

This ill-conceived abandonment of the 
U/l6s will undoubtedly filter down to park 
Soccer, spreading disappointment and disillu- 
sionment to both serious players and those 
who just enjoy the sport. Many of these play- 
ers will be lost to Soccer. 

Whether the decision was made solely by 
NSW Soccer Federation or voted upon by 
delegates from various clubs, it is abundantly 


clear that the best interests of the players has 
in no way been considered. 

What also about the parents who for so 
many years have supported the clubs and 
structure? 

Parents have put up and taken down nets, 
supported and worked in canteens and 
fundraising, coached and managed teams, 
driven kids miles to training and games, 
taken kids to State and NSL games to cement 
their interest only now to see their hopes and 
enjoyment in the sport put through this trau- 
ma. 

As parents, we feel extremely let down as 
well as anguished for our kids disappoint- 
ment. Let us not forget that we have always 
paid for the privilege of having our kids in the 
sport. 

I would however like someone to explain 
the rationale behind this decision. Hundreds 
of players and parents deserve some explana- 
tion. 

Richard Philip, 
Abbotsbury, NSW. 


By Allan Crisp 


FANFARE FOR 
FARRUGIA 


ccording to his closest associates, 

Anthony John Farrugia has never 
played competitive soccer, but Tony 
Farrugia, as he is universally known, is 
about to become the longest-serving 
General Manager in the history of the South 
Australian Soccer Federation. 

When Tony slips his nibble feet under his 
Hindmarsh Stadium office desk next month 
‘he will begin his 12th year in the vaunted 
position and eclipse the {1-year tenure of 
the previous record holder, Adrian Deckers, 
who was SASF General Manager from 
1969-1979 inclusive. 

Tony Farrugia started his SASF reign in 
1991, accepting arguably one of the most 
demanding sporting jobs imaginable —a task 
that involves keeping a diverse section of 
club officials content, while being suffi- 
ciently open minded to accept change for 
the general benefit of the code, 

Farrugia entered the soccer scene fresh 
from a distinguished career in Australian 
football management with Victorian clubs, 
Brunswick, Carlton, Collingwood and 
Hawthorn, before coming to South Australia 
where he was the Chief Executive of the 
West Torrens Football Club, 

A former Niddrie High School graduate, 
he rounded his education with a Business 
Studies Diploma, before accepting his first 
employment as a trainee accountant with 
Chartered Accountants, Johnson Barson & 
Co. 

He expanded his horizons in 1974 by 
delving into the realm of credit control with 
Sylon International, but his interest in sport 
surfaced two years later when he was 
appointed secretary of the Brunswick 
Football Club. 

Two years on, Farrugia moved into the 
big time as he became projects manager 
with Carlton, a step that led to him becom- 


Paul picking up the pieces at AIS 


ing promotions manager with Collingwood 
in 1980. 

Six years further along his career path, 
Farrugia joined the highly successful 
Hawthorn Football Club as its football man- 
ager. 

He was made chief executive manager 
with West Torrens the following year, 
widening his experience in sporting admin- 
istration fo almost 20-years. 

During that time he took responsibility 
for a diverse range of activities that includ- 
ed marketing, staff management, recruiting, 
local council liaison, management of player 
contracts and media liaison. 

In his first radio interview after accepting 
the top soccer job, Farrugia was asked if the 
switch of codes would mean a massive 
adjustment. 

“Not at all,” he replied. “The same prin- 
cipals apply to sporting administration the 
world over. It doesn’t matter if it's Aussie 
tules football, lacrosse or soccer,” he said. 

A mover and shaker, he ruffled a few 
feathers by changing the then SA First 
Division to the Premier League, introducing 
a process that involved dropping “ethnic” 
team names in favour of nick names 
designed to appeal to a younger audience. 

Traditionalists . objected to Polonia 
becoming Croydon Kings, Azzurri being 
Blue Eagles, Croatia switched to Raiders, 
ete, etc, etc, 

The motive was to win public appeal 
because the grass roots local product was 
finding it increasingly difficult to compete 
with the then top dog product of the NSL. 


Tony Farrugia: South Australia’s. 
Soccer Federation longest 
serving GM. 


Adelaide City and West Adelaide were 
riding high as its major soccer attractions 
and were the centre of media attention, 

Premier League and State League soccer 
in SA was boosted by a Farrugia initiative 
that introduced a Grand Final to replace the 
traditional first past the post championship 


” decider. 


Commercial television coverage of the 
finals series by Channel 10, culminated with 
the first broadcast of the top five competi- 
tion outrating the ABC cover of the English 
League soccer, screened at the same time 
slot. 

The local product amazed pundits by 
attracting a 10,000 plus crowd, despite the 
final being broadcast direct. 

While the costly exercise of televising the 
games has since been shelved, SA’s Grand 
Final night remains as the highlight occa- 
sion of each season, consistently drawing 
big crowds. 

‘There can be no doubt that Farrugia and 
his dedicated staff endured a frustrating 
period while the Hindmarsh Stadium 
upgrade costs were used mercilessly as a 
political football. 

The facility facelift spawned the 2000 
Olympic Football Tournament, the success 
of which adds another feather into the rim of 
the General Manager's cap. 

His work in negotiating for Japanese J 
League clubs to regularly use Hindmarsh 
Stadium as a mid-season training base has 
benefited the code and brought tourist dol- 
ars to the State. 

SASF chairman Tony Henshaw speaks 
glowingly of his General Manager describ- 
ing him as a workaholic. 

“Tony is excellent to work with because 
he's always So positive,” Henshaw said. 

“ft ‘s amazing that somebody with a 
background from another code has been 
able to develop such a passion for our game. 

“He can look back over the years with 
pride because he has achieved so many 
things that haye boosted the sport.” 

‘The chairman made particular reference 
to Farrugia’s work during the Olympic tour- 
nament and the entertainment packages he 
arranged for Grand Final nights and his flair 
and innovative programming for the SASF 
Player of the Year evenings. 

Supported by his wife Donna and daugh- 
ter Kristin, the SASF chief displays a dedi- 
cation to his day job which sees him extend 
his work to an above the call of duty fashion 
at his home office. 

Tony Farrugia may not have played soc- 
cer, but his timing can be compared to that 
of the legendary Pele. 

After all, Farrugia will reach his record 


12th year milestone in 2002 - the Centenary 
of Soccer Year of the SASF. 


SKY HIGH 
est Torrens Birkalla will enter the new 
SA Premier League season under its 
new name, the Adelaide Galaxy Football 
Club. 

Club owner Con Makris proudly presided 
over the launch last Thursday at the 
Hindmarsh Stadium media centre where a 
crowded gagele of television, radio and 
print journalists absorbed the information 
regarding the renamed club. 

“The property tycoon scored an extra goal 
by securing a hiring agreement with the SA 
Government to have all of the Galaxy home 
matches played at the Hindmarsh Stadium. 

Martin Hamilton-Smith, the new 
Minister for Tourism, signed the agreement 
on behalf of SA Premier Rob Kerin. 

“We are moving to Hindmarsh because 
we have the best purpose built soccer stadi- 
um in Australia and we should therefore 
increase the use of the facilities,” Makris 
said. 

“We should be proud of a stadium that 
‘can host world major events such as the 
Olympic Football which captured the imag- 
ination of all Australians, particularly South 
Australians. 

It’s a stadium that can produce great 
atmosphere because of great visibility and 
perfect seating close to the action,” he said. 

Hamilton-Smith said the Government is 
pleased to have come to a commercial 
arrangement for the use of Hindmarsh 
Stadium. 

“We believe this is just one of many pos- 
itive developments to come with regard to 
the future of the facility,” he said, 

New previously announced Galaxy sign- 
ings, Shane Thompson, Paul Hoey, Paul 
Karittevelis, Matthew Milosevic, and Ben 
Moore were on hand, along with the latest 
acquisition, Johnathon Buhagiar. 

‘The latter is a talented defeuder who for- 
merly played: with Eastern Pride under the 
coaching of Stuart Munro and was discov- 
ered by Frank Arok when the club played 
under the Morwell Falcons badge. 

Stand by for further signings as the ambi- 
tious Galaxy shoots towards gaining a NSL 
license. 


TRANSFER REQUEST 
delaide City Force midfielder Louis 
Brain has asked for a transfer and his 

request had been granted. 

Brain, 19, has received interest from 

other NSL clubs, but is considering his 
options before deciding if he should stay in 
Australia or seek an overseas chib, 


By Graham Cooke 


‘ine months ago it was all happen- 
N= for Canberra striker Paul 
NW Ivanavich. 

He had broken into the National League 
with the Cosmos, scored three goals in four 
games and appeared to be taking the first 
steps in a brilliant career. 

Then came the hammer blows; first a groin 
injury in Auckland cut short his scoring 
exploits and brought a premature end to his 
season, then the close season fiasco which 
saw the Cosmos drop out of the national com- 
petition, left him without a club, 

Suddenly the former Canberra Deakin 
junior was all dressed up with nowhere to go. 

“J'm an apprentice electrician and I really 
don’t want to leave Canberra until I get the 
second year of training under my belt, then if 
I tried something and failed, it would be easi- 
er to come back and finish off,” he said. 


The ACT Academy of Sport came to the res- 
cue, Although at 18 he is older than the rest of 
the squad, coach Mike Milovanovic believes 
he has the ability to make the next Olyroos 
team providing he continues to play at a high 
level. 

“The choice was the Belconnen Blue Devils 
in the NSW Premier League or the National 
Youth League with the academy,” he said, 

“J chose the academy because I think Milo 
is a great coach and at my stage of develop- 
ment J need someone who is going to contin- 
ue to teach me things. 

“J am trying not to think about the Olyroos. 
I will play to the best of my abilities and if it 
happens it happens. It is a target, but it is 
three years away. 

“In the short term I am hoping Canberra get 
back into the NSL quickly. If not, I guess I will 
have to think about going somewhere else, 
but it would really be best for me to make my 
mark in Australia before going overseas.” 


Louis Brain: Quitting Adelaide City 
Force. 


City’s management haye agreed with the 
former Joey and Youth Socceroo that he 
would be available for selection until his 
immediate future is determined, 

“T-don’t want to leave Adelaide City, but 
1 expected to get more starting berths than I 
have in recent games,” Brain said, 

The teenager, who scored on his NSL 
debut for the Force has played 57 games and 
scored six goals. 


XMAS JOKES 
‘ou may find something like this in four 
Christmas Crackers, “What can be 
round and flat at the same time? Answer; A 
soccer ball.” 
Or - “What looks round when it stops 
rolling? Answer: A soccer ball.” 
Then again, you might just get a really 
funny cracker, = 


@ assw 


BRONDOLINO BAGS FIFA JOB 


IFA last week picked 
Australia’s Joe Brondolino to 
act as an arbitrator for the 
recently-created Arbitration Tribunal 
for Football (TAF), which is respon- 
sible for dealing with any dispute 


involving members of the ‘Football. 


Family’, either as the sole authority or 
as a body of appeal. 

Mr. Brondolino was appointed as an 
arbitrator by the International Chamber 
for Football Arbitration (CIAF), which 
is in charge of establishing and main- 
taining TAF, following a recommenda- 
tion from Soccer Australia. 

Joe Brondolino, who has a profes- 
sional background in law and currently 
holds Board positions with Soccer 
Australia and the Oceania Football 
Confederation, was naturally pleased 
with the announcement and the recogni- 
tion of the Oceania region. 

“T am honoured to represent the 
Oceania Football Confederation, along 
with our international football associ- 
ates, on the Arbitration Tribunal for 
Football which was recently created by 
FIFA,” said Mr. Brondolino. 

“This acknowledgement by FIFA is a 
positive reflection of the growing status 


world stage, and I will ensure that I shall 
represent Australia and Oceania to the 
best of my abilities.” 


The following individuals were also 
chosen to represent their regions: - 

AFC - Akihiro Hara (Japan), CAF — 
Slim Chiboub (Tunisia), CONCACAF — 


Ivan Gazidis (USA), CONMEBOL — 
Paolo Amoretty Souza (Brazil), UEFA — 
Phillipe Diallo (France), Mario 
Gallavotti (Italy), Juan Antonio 
Sagardoy (Spain), Wilfred Straub 
(Germany), Maurice Watkins (England). 


Newcastle close-in 
on Nigerian import 


of Oceania as a maturing region on the Joe Brondolino: “I'm honoured to represent Oceania.” 


Restless Spiteri quits Sharks, slams NSL 


ne nt ime 
Melbourne 
Knights’ strik- 


er Joe Spiteri is quit- 
ting Olympic Sharks 
after a months’ stint’ 
at the club and head- 
ing back to Europe in 
search once again 
for the proverbial 


order-to secure a con- 
tract with a European 
club, complaining that 
the standard. of the 
National Soccer League 
is not good enough. 
“It’s...disappointing. 
I'd love to come back 
tomorrow and play in 
Australia professionally 


between the standard 
we have now in 
Australia and a fully 
professional European 
competition. The clubs 
are telling me it’s get- 


Viduka at Melbourne 
Knights, recently 
returned to the country 
after a one-season stint 
in the Norwegian 
league and is now set 
for another shot at 
European Soccer. 

This time around 
however, he indicated 


his desire to pitch tent Australian, Archie 
in Belgium. Thompson, who also 
After some sojourn in plays there. 

the Swedish and “There's a few 
Belgian leagues; where _ options in Belgium and 
he suffered from stress + on the continent so I'll 
fractures in his foot, probably head over 
Spiteri may return to their in the new year,” 
Lierse in Belgium to he said, 

link-up with fellow- ‘I've spoktn a bit 


with the old club and 
this stage it’s just talk 
but I'm hoping to get 
something longer 
term.” 

“There are a few 
leads in Belgium and if 
that on€ doesn’t work 
out I hope something 
else will pop up.” 


golden fleece. but even off the park it 
Spiteri revealed last hasn't got any better 
week that he will takea than when T was here 


six years ago,” he said. 


month off before head- 
‘It’s a long way to go 


ing back overseas in 


ting worse and not 
qualifying for the World 
Cup hasn't helped.” 

“I just hope —I don’t 


know how — but 
somehow they can turn 
it around. 

His romance with 
Olympic Sharks obvi- 
ously did not generate 
any fireworks despite 
the fate placed in him 
by Sharks’ coach, Gary 
Phillips — who was 
instrumental to his lac- 
ing boots for the 
Sydneysiders. He failed 
to score in all his four 
appearances, while the 
Sharks themselves have 
drawn twice and lost 
once in a desperate, but 
futile bid to find their 
opponents’ net. 

The 28year-old strik- 
er, who used to partner 


South Melbourne's Steve losifidis (left) tackles Olympic Sharks’ Andrew Parker in the Round 10 game, 


—____ Joe Spiteri: “ ... not qualifying for the World Cup Aussie _international 
2 hasn't helped.” and Leeds star, Mark which was Spiteri’s last outing for Sharks. 
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- T've dropped everything 
jor Matildas — Santrac 


By Graham Cooke 


drian Santrae was build- 

ing a house for his par- 

ents-in-law in Adelaide 
earlier this year when the call 
came through: Could he coach 
the Australian Matildas team on 
their tour of Japan? 

“It’s lucky my in-laws under- 
stand me, because I dropped 
everything and ran,” he said in 
‘Canberra last week. 

The enthusiasm and commit- 
ment to the cause of women’s soc 
cer paid off a fortnight ago when 
the former West Adelaide and 
Adelaide City midfield general 
was named coach of the Matildas 
for the next three years. 

His appointment ended months: 
of drift and uncertainty during 
which the Australian women’s 
game stagnated at international 
level. Now it’s very much back to 
business, 

‘When we spoke Santrac had just 
completed a three-day training 
camp at the Australian Institute of 
Sport, He called it mainly as a get- 
to-know-you session with the 
country’s top domestic players,”1 
haven’t had a chance to see them. 
all in action in the National League 
and this was an opportunity for 
them to get noticed and bring their 
names into contention,i he said, 

“No-one’s going to be excluded 
because they couldn’t get here at 
short notice, and of course none of 
the overseas players were consid- 
ered,” 

His first test will be the 2002 
Australia Cup consisting of three 
matches against South Korea: in 
Wagga Wagga on January 13, 
Albury on the 16th and Bendigo 
‘on the 19th, Santrac says the tour- 
nament is crucial as it will be his 
first opportunity to assemble the 
Matildas and test them against 
quality opposition.” 

It will show us just how much 
work we need to do to qualify for 
the next World Cup,” he said, 

After that he will work on 
selecting an AIS development 
Squad for a decentralised program 
in conjunction with the states, A 
three-week tour of Europe is 
planned for April and the Pacific 
Cup tournament will be played in 
Australia in September before the 
World Cup qualifiers in 
November. 

The new coach said he sensed 
developing trends in the Australian 
women’s game.”In the past we 
have been competitive at interna- 
tional level, but the players have 
become frustrated at the inability 
to win games in major tourna- 
ments. 


“Ultimately it is pointless to be 
playing international matches if 
we do not have the aim of becom- 
ing one of the top five nations in 
the world.” 

With professional women’s soc- 
cer booming in the United States 
and leagues likely to begin in at 
least two European countries, 
Santrac recognises he may soon 
face the same problems as 
Socceroo coach Frank Farina, with 
the majority of his top players 
based overseas. 

“Tt will be both a blessing and a 
problem,” he said.’ The game here 
is not full-time professional and 
while we are providing the best 
possible structures, we understand 
the only way for players to realise 
their full potential is to keep 
extending them beyond their com- 
fort zones. 

“That may mean they will have 
to go and play in professional 
leagues, or in the US college sys- 
tem, 

“But we will operate under the 
same conditions as the men, in that 
FIFA regulations state clubs can- 
not deny players access to A inter- 


Adrian Santrac: “I dropped 
everything ran.” 


nationals. We intend to work 
closely both with the players and 
their clubs to ensure they are being 
developed properly and that the 
benefits of playing overseas are 
maximised. 

“But with the programs we are 
putting in place we will be able to 
slow the exodus because we 
should be able to extend them here 
toa much higher level.” 


VSF RECORDS 


Bert van Bedat 


AJOR outlays haye 
left the Victorian 
Soccer Federation 


with a tiny operating profit of 
$7,794 this year, well down on its 
grandiose $120,866 total profit 
last year. 

Last year’s figure was greatly 
boosted by an $86,463 windfall 
from the Olympic Games soccer 
matches held at the MCG, while 
costs jumped significantly this 
year, according to the federation’s 
annual report, tabled at its annual 
general meeting on December 12. 

This financial year, ending 
October 31, total income rose by 
more than $154,633 compared 
with last year, while outlays 


increased by $180,166 compared 
with last year. Total earnings this 
year were $2,551,704 ($2,397,071 
last year), while expenditures were 
$2,543,910 ($2,363,744 last year). 

Fees and levies proved the 
biggest earner ($1,301,917), while 
salaries and personnel costs were 
the largest outlay of $947,817, 
almost $100,000 more than last 
year ($850,417) for a staff of 
almost 30. 

Advertising and promotion 
expenditure took a much larger 
slice out of the federation’s 
income, up fiom $55,261 last year 
to $98,594, mainly due to the 
establishment of the VSF website 
($43,333). Ongoing running costs 
of the website are above $20,000 
per year, according to VSF trea- 
surer and deputy chairman Vasko 
Stojcevski. 

The federation received sub- 
stantial increases in grants and 
sponsorship, up from $207,312 
last year to $355,240 this year, an 
increase of $147,928. Major con- 
tributions came from Sports and 
Recreation Victoria (grant of 
$66,849) and sponsorships from 
VicHealth ($116,000), Crazy 
John’s and others ($136,569). 

Stojcevski said country devel- 


One of the success stories of the 
26-strong camp has been the par- 
ticipation of nine Canberra Eclipse 
players, a reflection of the rise of 
the last year’s bottom club to 
become one of the high flyers in 
the Women’s National League. 


2001 


‘opment, upgrading of computers 
and the re-introduction of the 
Viétorian Premier League top-five 
finals had increased costs this 
year. 
“This year wasn’t as much a 
pleasure as last year, when we had 
the Olympics (income). This year 
has been back to basics,” 
Stojcevski said. 

VSF chairman Manny Galanos 
again called for a national league 
second division and a process of 
promotion and relegation, which 
has been mooted for the past two 
years. 

“This issue needs to be 
addressed by Soccer Australia and 
T'm sure the new chairman (Ian 
Knop) and the commission, 
together with the other State feder- 
ations, will consider its introduc- 
tion in the foreseeable future,” 
Galanos said. 

+7 Galanos said the federation’s 

website was “the second most 
popular soccer site in Australia” 
and he foreshadowed “further 
improvements for the coming 
year”. 
The VSF has employed former 
NSL and international referee 
Chris Bambridge as full time ref- 
eree development manager, 
together with a referee administra- 
tor, to “advance the number and 
quality of referees at all levels”, 
Galanos said. 

++ The VSF is also going to 
establish a State Soccer Centre in 
the near future. A feasibility study, 
undertaken with the assistance of 
Sport and Recreation Victoria, will 
be assessed this year. 

Despite the doom and gloom at 
senior level, youth participation 
continues to increase, Galanos 


“T thing there was just one from 
the Eclipse for the last Australia 
Cup,” he said.”"I've watched 
Canberra play and been very 
impressed, They are a strong team. 
defensively and play attractive, 
mobile football. 


OP IN 


said. “Junior development pro- 
grams continue to gain momen- 
tum. We now Mave 60,000 boys 
and girls playing soccer in 
Victoria, Our Goalkick program 
has expanded to over 60 centres in 
the State,” Galanos said. 

7 Several longstanding soccer 
identities were given VSF life 
membership. 

They were Mate Antolos. 
(administration Brandon Park, 


Manny Galanos: “Junior 
programs continue to gain 
momentum.” 


Croydon City Soccer Clubs and 
VSF vice president until 1996), 
Ken Lyon (involvement with 
Victorian Coaches Federation), 
Roger Lamb (Australian Soccer 
Referees Federation), Fed Villiers 
(more than 50 years in soccer 
media,) as well as Betty Hoar, 
Jason Hoar, Jacqui Gardiner, 
Janette Melvin and Eric Holbrook 
for their longstanding contribu- 


“I’m especially pleased at the 
way players like Amy Taylor, 
Amy Wilson and Peita-Claire 
Hepperlin have battled back into 
form after the disappointments of 
the Olympics.” 


ROFIT 


tions to women soccer, _ 

+7 Commissioners John 
Dimitropoulos, Tony Dunkerley 
and Trevor Parry were elected 
unopposed for further two-year 
terms. Galanos was also elected 


bs unopposed as VSF chairman, 


while George Wallace was unani- 
mously endorsed as president for 
two more years. 

+} Former VSF chairman and 
now a commissioner of Soccer 
Australia, Joe Brondolino was 
awarded the Andy Kun Trophy for 
the Victorian Soccer Personality 
of the Year. Mark Viduka won the 
award last year, 

+7 Brondolino was visibly 
overwhelmed to receive the 
award. A retired lawyer, 
Brondolino has been working full- 
time in various voluntary capaci- 
ties in soccer for the last five 
years. a 
The most moving moment of 
the night arrived when George 
Wallace, one of Victoria’s most 
outstanding contributors to soccer 
administration in Victoria and 
nationally was officially inducted 
in the Australian Soccer Hall of 
Fame. 

7+ A former VSF chief admin- 
istrator and its current president, 
Wallace broke down briefly when 
in acceptance he dedicated the 
honour to his late wife Jessie. “For 
her unswerving support over many 
years, I dedicate this award to her 
memory,” Wallace said, as he 
struggled to control his emotions. 

+7 Other Victorians included in 
the Hall of Fame were former 
Socceroos Alan Davidson, Ken 
Murphy, and Billy Vojtek, as well 
as administrators Jim Tansey and 
Eric Heath. 
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NORTHERN DIVISION 
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Marconi Stallions Youth Zoltan Zold and Sercan 


Northern Spirit Youth 
Olympic Sharks Youth 
NSWIS 

Brisbane Toro 

Sydney United Colts 
Marconi Stallions Colts 


full-time with the seniors 
in the maturity of his 


formance by the Knights, 
Gully never gave up. 


man of the match however was midfield- 
er Bill Natsioulas, who has been training 


i passing and organ- 
ising, But all in all it was a fine team per- 


Doganay. The 


and it showed 


though Green 


‘ew National Coach Gill Thomson. Three overseas- final eam.” 

‘Adrian Sanitrac yester- based players are included, “We have a side which is very 

day (Monday) named — whilst eight of the Sydney 2000 physically strong, a very well 
hisl8member Matildas Team Olympic Team are amongst the balanced group of players which 


will enable us to create different 
variations of play. They are very 
mobile and quick, strong defen- 
sively and with the potential to 
attack effectively.” 

In relation to the job ahead, 
Santrac added, “This is the 
beginning of preparations 
towards our first main goal, that 
of the World Cup Qualifiers in 
November. We can begin to for- 
mulate our plan of attack, and 
we'll be approaching — this 
‘Australia Cup the same way as 
we would the Qualifiers or the 
World "Cup itself — over three 
rounds, we need to be effective in 
all three games.” 

Santrac led The Matildas to 


to contest next month’s 4th 
Australia Cup against South 
Korea.The team selections are 
Santrac’s first since appointed 
to the position at the end of last 
month, and the initial steps 
towards the longer term goals 
of the 2003 World Cup and the 
Athens Olympic Games. 

‘A. four-day _pre-selection 
camp at the Australian Institute 
of Sport last week enabled 
Santrac to take a closer look at 
contenders before finalising his 
team. 

Four players celebrate. their 
first selection at senior interna- 
tional level - Rhian Davies, 
Cassandra Kell, Zoe Nolan, and 


group to take on South Korea 
Over three matches in January. 
Tasmanian Nolan, now living 
in Queensland, toured to Japan in 
July with the Matildas, and now 
has her chance at making her full 
international debut, to become 
only the second from the istand 
State alongside Lisa Rader 
(1986), Midfielder Joanne Peters 
makes her return to international 
ranks after a two-year absence. 
Said Santrac upon the 
announcement of his selections, 
“T was very happy to have this 
selection dilemma which was 
created by the performance of the 
players in camp - it was a very 
difficult decision to come to a 


The Leichhardt Tigers 


Soccer Cus INc. 


Women’s State League 2002 
IMMEDIATE VACANCIES 


The Club is seeking a suitably qualified 
CO ORDINATOR / CONVENOR 
& 

PLAYERS 
(Trials will be held mid January 2002) 
For our Debut Season 


Applicants are invited to contact the Club on 
9560 5414 during business hours 
0402 306 666 (AH.) 

Or submit a resume to clubapia@eisa.net.au 


(ONLY APPLICANTS WITH SUITABLE 
QUALIFIGATIONS NEED APPLY) 
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Victory in the 3rd Australia Cup 
as Interim Coach, undefeated in 
the three matches against France, 
and says he intends to retain the 
trophy. South Korea are current- 
ly contesting the Asian 
Championships in Chinese 
Taipei, and topped their group 
ahead’ of the hosts and group 
favourites to advance to the 
semifinals. 

The Australia Cup will be 
held in Wagga Wagga (13 
January), Albury (16 January), 
‘and Bendigo (19 January). 


ooo 
‘ational Youth Coach 
Mike Mulvey yesterday 
named a 22-member 
squad to attend next month's 


Young Matildas training camp. 
In preparation for the Oceania 


Preston Lions 1 
South Melbourne Inst.5 


into the second half, but that was can- 
celled out by a goal from Darren Nedza 
for the Zebras only two minutes after- 
wards. Rixon then scored in open play, 
‘but Gasparis’s second goals snuffed out 
‘any prospect of a fight-back. Bullen was 
the better side according to Harry 
Wilhelm of the Warriors, who said the 
home strikers worked hardest of all but 
with little support. 


SOUTHERN DIVISION 


ROUND 10 FIXTURES 
South Melbourne Eagles v South Melbourne Institute 
(Bob Jane Stadium, 5 pm) 
Melbourne Knights Youth v Melbourne Knights Academy 
(Knights Stadium, 5 pm) 
Preston Lions v, Bulleen Zebras (Connor Reserve, 5 pm) 


Green Gully v Albury Wodonga (Green Gully Reserve, 5 pm) 


UI9 Women’s World 
Championship Qualifiers in 
April, the camp will be conduct- 
ed 8 to 17 January, around the 
same time as the Matildas are 
competing in the Australia Cup. 

The camp squad includes 
three American-based players 
who are given the opportunity 
alongside the nineteen WNSL 
players. The trio of Julie-Ann 
Brooks, Sheryl Cumine, and 
Michelle Fullard will travel 
across from the US where they 
compete in the highly-regarded 
high school system. 

Of those selected for the camp 
and the task at hand, Mulvey is 
clear of what he is after. 

“With the Qualifiers just four 
months away, this is another very 
important step in our prepara- 

T'm looking for a better 
showing defensively. It's quite 
apparent we have improvements 
to make in the defensive and 
goalkeeper positions, and I'm 
looking for these players to show 


team.” Young Matildas captain 
and Olympian Kate McShea has 
been selected for the Matildas in 
the Australia Cup, and Mulvey 
regards this as “an opportunity 
for others to step up and take 
responsibility in her absence”. 

The Oceania Qualifiers will 
be held in Tonga, 23 April to 3 
May 2002, the winner of which 
will compete at the inaugural 
FIFA Ul9 Women’s World 
Championship in Canada, 
August/September 2002. 

Three games against WNSL 
‘opposition are proposed for the 

iL 


Wagga Wagga, and 16 January in 
Albury, The latter two will be 
curtainraisers to The Matildas’ 
Australia Cup matches against 
‘South Korea. 


PLAYER 
Simone BORUCINSKT 
Julie-Ann BROOKS . . 
Catherine CANNULI . 
Hayley CRAWFORD . 
Sheryl CUMINE . 
Emma DAVISON 
Lisa DE VANNA 
Michelle FULLARD 
Katie GILL ... 
Lana HARCH . 
Lisa HARTLEY . 
Selin KURALAY 
Louisa MARZOTTO 
Collette McCALLUM . 
Caitlin MUNOZ ... 
Amber NEILSON 
Nikki PICHON .. 
Karla REUTER . 
Thea SLATYER . 
Lorissa STEVENS . 
Stacey STOCCO 
Ann Marie VOZZO 


Canberra Eclipse 
Victoria Vision 
Canberra Eclipse 
. NSW Sapphires 
. . Canberra Eclipse 
Northern NSW Pride 


a ‘Northern NSW Pride 
.. Adelaide Sensation 
Suaboneprsted! Adelaide Sensation 


Pacific Cup 
squad 
unveiled 


‘ational youth Coach Samoa, Cook _ Islands, 

Ange Postecoglou Solomon Islands and Tonga, 

last week picked a while Group B consists of 
20-man Under/16 team to Papua New Guinea, New 
contest the Oceania Caledonia, Vanuatu, 
Football Confederation American Samoa, Fiji and 
“Pacific Cup”. New Zealand. 


The tournament —_ is 


designed to prepare teams for 
the Under-17 qualifying 
tournament in 2003, with 
eleven national associations 
entering this competition. 

‘The Australian team camp 
commences on 12th January 
2002 at the New South Wales 
Soccer Federation at 
Glenwood. 

‘The tournament will run 
from 15-24 January at 
Glenwood, with the draw to 
be confirmed by OFC short- 
ly. 

Australia is grouped with 


By Otto Bader 


tunes Turning — That is the great 
hope of players and fans of the Wolves. 
Th Brisbane two weekends back, the side 
improved, particularly the midfield with 
new recruit Alex Castro and David Huxley 
with Alvin Ceccoli dominating play for 
most of the game, providing service for the 
forwards. Striker Stuart Young scored the 
‘opening goal near the half time break, 
admitting he missed earlier chances, 

At least the opportunities were created. 
Training last week has been fitness orien- 
tated with nearly all squad members ready 
to make the starting eleven. Midfielder Paul 
Reid returned towards the end of last week 
from England, trying to secure a playing 
contract with one of the English Premier 
League clubs, It is unlikely to see him play- 
ing on the weekend after the long air trav- 
el, 

Coach Ron Corry stuck with the same 
team selection as fielded in the last game 
against Brisbane Strikers. With the excep- 
tion of team captain George Souris, still 
looking for match fitness, the coach has 
ample talent available to fill any team posi- 
tion, 

From the newcomers to the Wolves this 
year young talents like Greg Sharland, 
Naum Sekuloyski, Liam Austin all are 
impressive, most likely to make the stating 
eleven. 

Next season they might become regu- 
lars. Also on standby are top performers 
like Darren McDonald and local product 
Viado Srbinovski plus youngster Harvey 
Rodriguez, all training with the senior 
squad. 

Training during the week saw the side 
together on Monday, Wednesday, Thursday 
morning gym work and Friday. Over 
Christmas, the boys could be given a cou- 
ple of days off — the Wolves play on 
Sunday 23rd December away against South 
Melbourne, hoping for success with a move 
up the ladder. 


Apsw ($} 


ACT YOUTH 
COACHES PICKED 


occer Canberra last week 

announced its coaches for the ACT 

Development squads for the 2002 
soccer season. 

With over 20 applicants for all of the 
available positions, the selection process 
was lengthy and resulted in a number of 
highly-qualified coaches becoming 
involved in the development and education 
of the Territory’s elite young footballers. 

Milan Jankovic, ex-Yugoslav interna- 
tional player with experience at Real 
Madrid and Anderlecht takes charge of the 
Boys Under 16 team. 

His recent coaching experience 
includes Northern Territory’s Coaching and 
Development Manager, AIS Scholarship 
Coach and ACT Academy of Sport 
Assistant Coach. 

Alan Reis, former captain of Hong Kong, 
and National League player with Brisbane 
City and Canberra will coach the Boys 
Under 15 team. 

Alan is a well-known coach in the ACT 
as well as previously being involved with 
Australian Women’s team and brings a 
wealth of experience to this position. 


‘ew CEO At Helm — New Wolves’ 
Chief Mike Crowe took over 
penultimateThursday, 6th December. It will 
take time to master the overall feeling of 
the organisation; talking to individuals; get 
the feeling of Soccer politics; and getting 
on top of it. 

His success will be measured by the 
progress made in three or four months 
down the track. Local Soccer associations, 
juniors and seniors as well as local Soccer 
clubs expect to meet and communicate with 
the new Wolves Boss, essential for Mike 
Crowe to win the local Soccer fraternity 
over — talk to Soccer supporters, volun- 
teers involved in South Coast clubs aqd 
form a solid relationship to build on. 
Without it, nobody can progress with any 
success. 


| beats 2002 Soccer Competitions — 
The Board of Directors of the 
Association — under instructions of the 29 
member clubs — made the hard decision to 
include two clubs (out of five applicants) 
— Tarrawanna and Kiama into the ICU 
Premier League. 

‘After the clubs applied the interpretation 
of the Rules And Regulations of the 
Association differently than others — the 
result is that three clubs miss out on the top 
league — Albion Park, Shoalhaven City 
and Northern United. The Boards decision 
by the way is not subject to appeal accord- 
ing to the Rules @ Regulations. 


‘he ICU Premier League For 2002 — 
— play with 12 teams — Balgownie 
— Bulli — Coniston — Cringila — 
Kemblawarra — Kiama — Lysaght — 
Picton — Port Kembla — Tarrawanna — 
West Illawarra — Wollongong Olympic. 
‘The members voted for a 12—team top 
league with the support of the 17 remaining 
conference league clubs. Now the prepara- 
tions for next year’s draws for both divi- 
sions can be made. 
Even if not all are happy with the new 
set—up, attempts should be made to work 


towards the progress of Soccer in Illawarra. 
No purpose is served to continue discus- 
sions on both competitions. Success with 
satisfaction and, or otherwise need to be 
assessed towards the end of next year’s 
Soccer season. Presently, the 12 and I7 
team competitions have been voted in also 
for 2003. Any alterations could only apply 
if the number of member clubs increases or 
decreases during the season. 

Next years AGM on Sunday 3rd 
February with the election of Directors to 
the Association Board opens the opportuni- 
ty for the 29 member clubs to nominate 
their preferred candidate. Soccer must 
show unity and full confidence in the 
Boards decisions is essential, not helpful to 
dispute events not suiting your individual 
expectations or liking. 


features Publications — Junior Soccer, 

Womens Soccer, Senior Soccer clubs 
have the opportunity to take part in offered 
advertising, featuring sporting competi- 
tions, aimed at letting readers of local 
newspapers know exactly who, where and 
when any forthcoming fixtures occur. 

Registrations of juniors, training starts, 
special functions, coach appointments, 
knock—outs and club events can be adver- 
tised in the local newspaper of your choice 
— Mercury, Advertiser, Lake Times, Kiama 
Independent, in special offers by early 
January. 

All give Soccer much—appreciated pub- 
icity. Your can contact any media outlet, 
negotiate a spot and price early in January 
or if assistance is needed, phone the ISA 
Publicity Officer. Our support of local 
media will assist our never—ending efforts 
to promote Soccer in Illawarra. 


ilent Workers — Nobody gives credit 


the ISA as club committees — 

Balgownie Rangers— President Mario 
Vescio, Secretary Vince Raschilla, Coach 
Ray Poletto. 

Bulli — President Richard McNeil, 
Secretary John Gardiner, Coach Bruce Tilt, 

Kemblawarra — President Fernando 
Jorge, Secretary Sonia Gomes, Coach John 
Fleming. 

Kiama — President lan Tidswell, 
Secretary David Cooper, Coach Brod 


Stuart Young: Wolves’ stand-in 
captain in place of George Souris. 


Crighton. 
Lysaght — President Bob Young, 
Secretary Gina Jones, Coach Rob Birkin. 


Rob Graham, former professional in 
Scotland and England with experience at 
the top level in Northern NSW as well as 
the ACT will coach the Boys Under 14s 
Development squad. Rob hgs previously 
coached the ACT Under 16 team and is also 
an experienced coach with Weston Creek 
and Canberra Deakin. 

The Rockets’ Under/19 team will be 
coached by Frank Cachia who had charge 
of the ACT Under 15 team at this year’s 
National Championships. 

Kar Chaivanncoopt will coach the Girls 
Under/14 team having previously coached 
the Under/12 Development squad for, the 
past two years. 

A full list of staff coaches for 2002 fol- 
lows: 

Girls Under 14s —Kar Chaivannacoopt 

Girls Under 12s — Peter Connell 

Youth Rockets — Frank Cachia 

Boys Under 16s — Milan Jankovic 

Boys Under 15s — Alan Reis 

Boys Under 14s — Rob Graham, John 
Bull 

Boys Under 13s — Paul Jones, Rob 
Radstaak, George Radford, Stephen Kemp 


‘Tarrawanna — President James Glancy, 
Secretary Phillip Porter, Coach David 
Naylor. 

West Illawarra— President John 
Whiddett, Secretary Bilt Martinovski, 
Coach Larry Gaffney. 

‘wAlbion Park — President Mick Graovac, 
Secretary Frank Zammit, Coach David 
Skeen. 

Berkeley — President Eric Marks, 
Secretary Sharon Hockey, Coach Phil 
Brown. 

Barbarians — President Dennis Morris, 
Secretary Tode Biracoski, Coach Roberto 
Hernandez. 

Dapto — President Vic lera, Secretary 
Noel Sparks, Coach Jason Higgs. 

Fernhill — President Craig Armor, 
Secretary Lorraine Tuylu, Coach Jan 
Funnell. 

Helensburgh — President Patrick 
Emmett, Secretary Mick Duffy, Coach 
Simon Beaufils. 

Highlands — President Peter Miller, 
Secretary Allan Luff, Coach Brian 
Hollywood. 2 

Shellharbour City— President Andy 
Campbell, Secretary Craig Hannan, Coach 
Bamey King. 

Warilla Wanderers — President Alex 
Temelkovski, Secretary Sergio Baez, 
Coach TBA. 

University of Wollongong — President, 
Peter Bannister, Secretary Peter Baldassari, 
Coach Daniel McGoldrick. 

“The remaining 10 clubs are yet to 
announce their administration and office 
bearers, 


ise Words of Soccer President — 

Mrs. Florence Stephenson, President 
of the Illawarra Junior Soccer Association, 
summarising past difficulties that arose 


to the 29 Soccer club committees mak- Picton Rangers — President George during the Soccer season, stated right to the 
ing both ICVU Premier League and First Johnson, Secretary Nic Shute, Coach Ray point Those who are rowing the boat, do 
Division possible. Camey. not have time to rock it — how true this 
The behind— the—scene administrators Port Kembla — President Emilio wisdom does apply to Soccer in general, in 
are not often appreciated, more often criti Salucci, Secretary Marian Cazzoli, Coach _ Illawarra and nationally. 
cised. Let’s feature some so far listed with _ Adrian Alston. = 
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ood old 


§ Wynton 
bows out 


‘ Vf enerable veteran Wynton 
Rufer, Oceania’s Player of the 
20th Century, officially 

retired from the game last week in 

somewhat acrimonious circum- 
stances, 

After a glittering career, so-far-peer- 
less career in the German Bundesliga 
and more recently time with Auckland- 
based Football Kingz, the likeable 39- 
year-old made the announcement at a 
packed media conference in Auckland, 
where he also admitted that differences 
of opinion over training with new 
Kingz’ coach Kevin Fallon were large- 
ly behind the move. 

“We've come to a situation where it’s 
best for all parties that | announce my 
retirement, but I do wish the club all the 
best for the rest of the season,” Rufer 
said in emotional tones at the media 
meet. 

The frosty relationship between 
Wynton Rufer and manager Fallon has 
now almost cast a shad- 
ow on Rufer’s servitude 
and sojourn with his 
beloved Kingz and if it 
must be _ stressed, 
remains the sole reason 
that hastened his depar- 
ture. The simmering 
dispute between both 
men was sneaked to the 
fore last week — albeit 
deliberately by Rufer 
— as he announced his 
retirement from the 
game he also loved so dearly and gave 
so much, 

The 39-year-old centre-forward fur- 

ther tried to throw some light on 

behind-the-scene wranglings that some- 
how explain the team’s epileptic form in 

a season where so much was expected 

after a very-busy, off-season transfer 


“Wynton Rufer: “It’s just best we 
part ways.” 


iodafone 

Shane Rufer: Unfairly treated? 
dealings, 

“T signed a contract under the condi- 
tion that I wouldn’t have to be at train- 
ing all the time and that’s clearly unsat- 
isfactory for Kevin and I have to under- 
stand that,” Rufer said. 

“He has his certain ways of running 
his Soccer show and it was obviously a 
bit different to how I planned, so it's 
just best we part our ways, It’s all (been 
done) in a friendly, 
nice environment ... I 
just wish Kevin Fallon 
and the rest of the team 
all the best for the rest 
of the season.” 

Fallon in his defence 
countered: “I’ve only 
got one statement to 
make. I just wish him 
all the best in retire 
ment and for his youth 
coaching. He’s had a 
great and illustrious career.” 

“Tam grateful to Sky Television for 
their contribution to Soccer in New 
Zealand and I will personally remain a 
fan of the Kingz forever, “ Rufer added. 

True words. An understatement actu- 
ally if one considers that Rufer, along 
with his brother, Shane, have main- 
tained an umbilical relationship with the 
club since its birth and its travails in the 
NSL. 

Paul Smart, Kingz Football Club 
Chairman however attempted to soothe 
the obvious hurt which Wyton’s hurried 
departure will induce. “The Kingz 
Football Club was fortunate to have had 
the services of Wynton over the Club’s 
formative years and his association with 
the FIFA Football Committee has been 
invaluable in raising the profile of New 
Zealand Soccer worldwide.” Simply 
put, “we appreciate all Wynton has done 
for us, but in this matter, we stand firm- 
ly behind the coach.” 

Rufer was player-coach of the Kingz 
in their first two years in the NSL, with 
his brother Shane an assistant, but at the 


Wynton Rufer (left): The thick of action during his illustrious career with the Kingz. 


end of last season he relinquished the 
coaching duties to remain a player, 
paving way for former South coach 
Mike Petersen to climb the mantle as 
manager. Not a few New Zealanders 
expected Wynton to be confirmed as the 
substantive coach at the end of the 2001 
season, but the coming of Petersen 
quashed those expectations and proba- 
bly laid the foundations then for the 
unrest that has now forced Wynton out. 

The club’s teeming fans however 
took solace in the fact that Petersen was 
coming with impressive credentials of 
an NSL Grand Final as well as the 
minor premiers for 2001. With such a 
five-star pedigree, he was expected to 
finally lift the Kingz out of their dol- 
drums and turn all their much-trumpet- 
ed potentials into a real trophy. 

Tt wasn’t to be. A horror start to the 
season culminated in Petersen’s hurried 
resignation after only four games with- 
out a point and Fallon was named in his 
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place — a decision that once-again ran- 
kled with Rufer who believed his broth- 
er(at least) should have replaced 
Petersen. 

Already at odds over Fallon’s 
appointment, Rufer and the new boss 
fell out even further when Fallon didn’t 
allow him to complete some of his 
training on a one-on-one basis with the 
club trainer. 

Under Petersen, Rufer was able to 
attend some training sessions while 
having others away from the team as he 
recovered from a calf injury, but Fallon 
was unhappy with Rufer’s absence from 
team training. 

Tt was seen as an unnecessary priv- 
iledge which might end up sending 
wrong siganls to other players and 
threaten team discipline. 

“Because of all that goes on in my 
life I could only make three or four 
training sessions ... this is best for all 


parties.” 


Despite the events of last week, 
Wynton Rufer’s place in the annals of ~~ 
Kiwi Soccer remains immaculately 
sacroscant, : 

His career hit overdrive in 1992 when 
he scored goal for Werder Bremen in 
the European Cup winners’ cup final 
against French glamour side, Monaco, 

Under the tutelage of respected 
German coach Otto Rehagel, who is 
now in charge of the Greek national - 
side, Rufer and Werder Bremen stormed 
to the Bundesliga title — upstaging bet-, 
ter known giants such as Borussia 
Dortmund, Bayern Munich and 
Kaisersalutern, 

Fittingly, he was named Oceania’s 
Player-of-the-Century in 1999 in recog- 
nition of a player who drew attention to 
the talents of South Pacific players at a 
time when the rest of the world still 
regarded Oceania as a Soccer backwa- 
ter. 

os 


‘hat may well look 
good on paper, 
may not translate 


into suecess on the pitch, At 
it's best, the South 
Melbourne machine can 
engineer a brand of Soccer 
to be the envy of all others. 

Make no mistake they 
both want, and demand, 
continued success.South’s 
assault for poll position 
requires drive, dedication 
and hunger, With a decimat- 
ed side that is plagued by 
injuries, South’ s big guns 
need to return to form if the 
early-season strugglers are 
to be in contention for a 
finals berth. 

Dynamic midfielder, 
Steve Panopoulos, is among 
the army of stars, both past 
and present, to don the Blue 
and White shirt. He is an 
instrumental influence, and 
perhaps the basis of an oth- 
erwise youthful and inexpe- 
rienced new-look South 
Melbourne side, While he is 
both pivotal to a finely- 
tuned South line-up, Steve is 
also busy fine-tuning 
arrangements for his 
January 13th wedding to 
Brazilian fiancte Andrea, 
‘The man in demand, and 
bride-to-be, spoke to ABSW 
about matters of the heart, 
Steve Tosofidis’ dance 
moyes, and Richmond’s 
chances of winning the 
Premiership. 


DR: How would you 
describe yourself as a player? 

SP: I'm a more defensive- 
minded player, and very 
unselfish, Often T am more 
concerned about the team and 
everyone else’s job, than my 
own. 

DR: From what age have 
you been playing this great 
game? 

‘SP: I played Soccer from 
the age of ten at Oakleigh 
Soccer Club, and remained 
there for four years. I then 
joined the South Melbourne 
Juniors for two years before 
progressing to South's Youth 
League for one year. I gained 
a scholarship with the 
Victorian Institute of Sport 
and remained at the Institute 
for 18 months, before South’s 
Coach, Jim Pyrgolios request 
ed I do a pre-season with 
South, Obviously I set a good 
impression, because the Club 
signed me up. 


DR: Many of our great ' 


players have had to head 
overseas to gain the rewards 
their rich talents deserve. Do 
you have aspirations to break 
into European football? 

SP; Every player does, 
There is not one player in any 
Teague in our Country that 
wouldn't. I would obviously 
jump at the chance, but at the 
moment I am content with my 
life, family, and remaining 
here with my fiancée. 

DR: What League do you 
rate as the world’s best? 

SP: At this moment in 
time, the Spanish 
League...for its entertainment 
value and the fact it has some 
of the best players in the 
world. 

DR: If you could play for 


any team in the world, which 
one would it be? 

SP: Real Madrid, simply 
for the crowd, its history, the 
League, and the teammates I 
would be surrounded with. 

What makes Soccer such a 
popular sport around the 
world? 

The passion it arouses in 
people. Soccer is important in 
people’s lives, and they get 
caught up in it. It is artistic, 
beautiful, and crazy. 

DR: Is there a Soccer 
player that you model your 
game on? 

SP: I watch a lot of 
International Soccer, but I 
don’t base my game on any 
‘one player. If there is a play- 
er I do admire though, it is 
French Captain, Deschamps. 
He was one of the unheralded 
players of the World Cup, and 
European Cup, and the back- 
bone of France’s success, 

DR: If championships are 
built on defence, then South 
Melbourne should have the 
foundations of a title win- 
ning year, Will South be 
Championship contenders 
this season? 

SP: Probably stretching it. 
We had a huge player tum- 
over, and a lot of changes 
have taken place, even to our 
coaching staff. A lot of expe- 
rienced players have left, and 
new players have come in, 
So, not this season. 

DR: What are the qualities 
of a good coach? 

‘SP: Someone who is a peo- 
ple person, Someone who 
takes into account the person- 
alities of 20 different people. 
Someone that knows when to 
push and when to ease off. 
‘An experienced coach makes 
the best coach. 

DR: In one word, describe 
Eddie Krncevic 

‘SP: The man? Extrovert 

‘The coach? Calm 

DR: Eddie is considered to 
be one of the most debonair 
and — fashionably-dressed 
NSL coaches. Any thoughts 
on Bddie's stylish range of 
gear? 


Steve Panopoulos: In 
action for South 
Melbourne. 


SP: Fifteen years in 
Europe teaches you some- 
thing. He has brought back 
the European style. 

-DR: You met Andrea while 
playing in the World Club 
Championships. How did 
you ‘woo’ her? Did you turn 
on the charm? 

‘SP: I met Andrea back in 
January 2000, when South 
played against Manchester 
United, The team stayed at 
Copacabana Beach in Rio, 
and she caught my eye. She 
worked at the Jewellery store. 
in the lobby of the Hotel. I’m 
usually shy and don’t 


approach people, but we 
clicked straight away. We 
started a friendship, and she 


just stole my heart. She is so 


By Daniela Raco 
non-stop talking. He breathes 
out loud, and at two in the 
moming is full of energy and 
munching on chips. 

DR: What is the best 
ingredient for a good night 
out? 

SP: Good crowd, music, 
atmosphere, and friends. 


Soccer's Lovebirds—Steve Panopoulos with his 
Brasilian Beauty, Andrea. 


vibrant and alive, At the end 
of the season, the first chance 
I got I went back to see her 
and remained there for two 
months. We kept alternating 
and clocking up the frequent 
flyer points, before she made 
the big move to Australia. 

DR: Who is the funniest 
character in the game today? 

SP: Steve losifidis is quick 
to. comment and react. He has 
a dancing gym routine, and is 
the ‘90's techno clown. 

DR: Who is the last person 
you would like to be stuck in 
an elevator with? =| 

SP: Osama Bin Laden — 
the most wanted man in the 
world. 

DR: If you could travel 
back in time, where would 

go? 

SP: To the 1960s, to watch 
the Tigers (AFL) win a 
Premiership. I've been 
starved! 

DR: Do you follow the 
AFL? 

SP: The Richmond 
Football Club since birth. I 
‘was brainwashed and had no 
choice — it’s in the family. 

DR: What is your 
favourite late-nite snack? 

SP: Ice-cream — Vanilla 
with chocolate buttons and 
sprinkles. 

DR: Which teammate 
could do with a new 
wardrobe? 

‘SP: Chris Jones, because at 
one point every shirt he 
owned needed ironing. The 
boys were going to chip in 
and buy him an iron. 

DR: Which teammate do 
you refuse to share a room 
with? 

SP: Steve _losifidis, 
because of his snoring and 


DR: Best hangover cure? 

SP: Plenty of water, and 
bacon and eggs. » 

DR: Which member of 
your squad is most likely to 
be caught dancing on a podi- 
um at a nightclub? 

‘SP: Patrick Kisnorbo — 
the ‘disco bunny’ of the team, 
exclusively at Heat nightclub 
in Melbourne. 

DR: Which member of 
your squad would top Cleo’s 
most eligible bachelor list? 

SP: Patrick, he is young 
and has the girls chasing. 

DR: What — gourmet 

isines can you whip up in 
the kitchen? 

‘SP: I’m a one stage cook. 
No instructions and as easy as 
possible. I cook a mean T- 
bone steak. ‘ 

DR: Worst haircut in the 

2 

SP: Steve losifidis’ current 
romper stomper look. 

DR: Which famous person 
have you been told you look 
like? 


‘SP: When I was younger 
people saw a similarity 
between myself and Alex 
Keating (Family Ties), played 
by Michael J Fox. 

DR: If you were Invisible 
what’s the first place you 
would sneak into? 

‘SP: I'd walk into the White 
House and the Pentagon to 
see what really goes on there. 

DR: Who, or what, 
inspires you? 

SP: My fiancée, Andrea. 
She left everything she knew 
in her life, family, parents, 
career...for me. Her decision 
inspires me. 

DR: What is the best, (or 
perhaps worst), excuse, 
you've heard someone use 
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for missing training? 
= SP: An ex-player that will 
remain nameless, called up at 
Ham for a 10am training ses- 
sion, feeling sick. Rumour has 
it, he was still dancing at a 
nightclub. 
DR: Complete this sen- 
tence ‘Love is ... 
SP: Everything. 
DR: How would you spend 
your last $50? 
SP: Photocopying it. 


WE SNEAK A FEW 
MOMENTS WITH 
PARTNER ANDREA 


DR: Where did you meet? 

Andrea: At the World 
Club Championships two 
years ago. 

DR: Was it love at first 
sight? 

Andrea: It was. I moved 
to a different country for this 
guy. He has written two let- 
ters to me in Portuguese and 
has learnt the language. 

DR: Was it a cultural 
shock and huge adjustment 
adapting to the Australian 
way? 

Andrea: Australia is a 
modern country, and very 
beautiful. We have been 
together for a while, and have 
been preparing for the huge 
adjustment. 

DR: Do you miss family 
back home? 

Andrea: | miss them a lot. 
Thave a very close and large 
family — my Father has five 
brothers and lots of cousins. 1 
also have a younger brother 
and sister, The phone cards 
are something to treasure. I 
speak to my Mum every sec- 
ond day, and also E-mail. My 
family will be here for the 
wedding, and my brother will 
be arriving in two weeks. 

DR: How does Soccer in 
Australia compare to that of 
Brazil? 

Andrea: Soccer is slowly 
establishing itself in 
Australia. You have AFL, 
whereas Brazil just has 
Soccer. Although, Brazil does 
go through phases where it 
will follow tennis or motor 


Andrea: Sometimes. 
understand when the team is 
playing well. Then again, I’m 
Brazilian and should be quali- 
fied. 


DR: What position does 


Steve play? 
Andrea: Centre midfield. 


Andrea; When a defender 
is in front of the opposition 
when he receives the ball. 

DR: Who will be the key 
players in the 2001-2002 
side? 

Andrea: My Steve, 
Massimo makes good runs, 
‘Trimmers’ is unfortunate to 
have injured himself, Patrick 
Kisnorbo, Michael Petkovic, 
and Steve losifidis runs a lot 
and is very fast. 

DR: Will South 
Melbourne be Championship 
contenders this season? 


Andrea: It’s hard. They'll 
‘make the Top Six. 

DR: Its a late evening on 
a weekday, can you tell us 
‘Steve’s location and activities 
right at this moment? 

Andrea: He is on the com- 
puter checking his E-mails. 

DR: What are the qualities 
of a good coach? 

Andrea: Calm in my eyes. 
Also, persistent, cold, down- 
to-Earth, and secure with him- 
self. 

DR: Are you Steve's 
harshest critic? 

Andrea: | tell him to play 
at his best, and enjoy the 
game. He loses creativity 
when he does not enjoy him- 
self. That’s life, and it’s not a 
big deal. 

DR: Steve is not known 
‘for his bad-boy behaviour on 
the pitch. Do you caution 
him about any on-field biffo? 

Andrea: He is not violent, 
but more energetic. 

DR: Is he the first, or last, 
to leave the change rooms 
after a game? 

Andrea: He is getting bet- 
ter, but was always the last 
along with losifidis and 
Petkovic. 

DR: What animal, (or 
thing), best describes Steve's 


: He is a mixture of 


to a tiger. 

DR: Rate Steve's Soccer 
skills out of 10: 

Andrea: 9/10 

DR: Are you the typical 
‘glamour’ partner of a 
Soccer player? 

Andrea: No, not at all. 1 
love the people contact and I 
go to watch. 

DR: Describe Steve's dress 
sense. Is he the glamour 
queen? 

Andrea: He is 
classic..black and whites. 

DR: Who is the ‘prettiest’ 
boy in the team? Why? 

Andrea: My baby, Steve. I 
love his nose. 

DR: What is Steve's 
favourite conversation topic? 

Andrea: We talk alot. At 
the moment it’s all about our 
relationship, getting married, 
and how I'm feeling about 
moving to Australia. It takes 
time and energy. Apart from 
that, we have just moved into 
‘a new house and so we talk 
about furniture, photos, and 
the future, 

DR: Does Steve have any 
hidden talents (that you can 


share with us)? 
Andrea: He is very talent- 
- ed, especially when playing 
games. He also loves playing 
the Play Station, and Go- 
Karts. z 
DR: Does he have any bad 
habits? 

Andrea: He goes*through 
all the cups, until they all need 
washing, 

DR: Describe Steve's idea 
of a romantic night out? 

Andrea: Loves thé long 
walks, and “Moonlight 
Cinemas in the Botanic. 

DR: What is the biggest 
misconception about sports- 
men? 

Andrea: They’re glam- 
orous and rich. 

DR: Complete this sen- 
tence ‘Love is ... 

Andrea: All we need, 

DR: What is the first thing 
he does when he arrives 
home? 

Andrea: He gives me a 
kiss, 

DR: Who controls the 
remote control? 

Andrea: Definitely him. 

DR: Describe Steve's 
mood after a bad game? 

Andrea: He asks a lot from 
himself. It takes a while to 
put a smile on his face, but I 
try my best. ¥ 

DR: Does Steve follow any 
pre-match rituals? 

Andrea: He eats pasta. 

DR: Does he have a 
‘favourite meal? 

Andrea: His Mum's 
Souvlaki, and my Black 
beans, ra 

DR: Is there a downside of 
being a ‘football widow’? 

‘Andrea: [ panig.when I'm 
home alone. I feel like a little 
girl, and hear all the noises. 1 
don’t like the darkness when 
he is not there. 

DR: How do you react 
when fans yell abuse at your 
‘main man? 

Andrea: I don’t under- 
stand Greek. Often I ignore 
the comments, but if it’s not 
respectful, I will get upset. 1 
understand people react on 
the moment, and it’s not per- 
sonal, 


DR: Have you got a mean 
right hook? 

‘Andrea: You just never 
know women. I have Italian 
blood. I'm also human, but 
have animal blood. I will find 
a creative way to give it 
back...not a fist to the face, 
because that will heal, 
Something much worse. 


... 


Andrea with Steve ona night out in Melbourne. 
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Pp NEW SOUTH WALES 


REMIER LEAGU 


www.nswpremierleague.com 


EARLY SEASON |geq CToa Td 
REPORT CARD | #? ibestesttcbschednd 


By Greg Stock 


time to reflect on what has been an exciting and closely fought competition thus (@ Friday January 4 2002 istGrade U19 
far. This week Greg Stock takes a team-by-team look at all the performers, sta- St George Saints vs C'bury M'ville St George Std 8:00pm 6:00pm 
tistics and ambitions for the premier football competition in NSW. ; 
We begin the analysis with in-form teams Bonnyrigg White Eagles, Belconnen Blue Devils Saturday January 5 2002 
and the Feirfield Bulls. Fairfield Bulls vs Belconnen BD Nineveh Field 6:30pm 4:30pm 
Bonnyrigg WE vs SllandSharks Serbian Centre 7:00pm 5:00pm 


BONNYRIGG = Bankstown City vs Blacktown City Jensen Park 7:00pm 5:00pm 
“i Penrith Panthers vs P'matta Eagles Andrews Rd Fid 7:00pm 5:00pm 
oe) WHITE EAGLES 


‘Top Goalscorer: Jimmy Aschner 11 goals (current Premier League 


top scorer) 

Home Fora WS.10 e | ROUND 10 

pale ae w= © | fe Saturday January 12 2002 {stGrade UI9 

Current Position: 1st (22 points) C’bury Mille vs Bonnyrigg WE Serbian Centre 7:00pm 5:00pm 
salt Belconnen BD vs Leichhardt Tigers W Belconnen SG 6:30pm 4:30pm 

Greg Woodhouse (coach): “We have been travelling well thus far The Bonnyrigg WE J 2, i Central Coasties vs St George Saints Pluim Park 7:00pm 5:00pm 

but there is still a long way to go and we must keep our feet on the have openedupa | By stendShaks vs Bankstown City Seymour Shaw 7:00pm 5:00pm 


ground and continue to pick up points.” five point lead going : 
Outlook: Three easier games against the lower sides in Sutherland, into the Christmas zi Penrith Panthers vs Blacktown City Andrews Rd Field 7:00pm 5:00pm 


Canterbury and Central Coast will see the White Eagles continue to D7@@k. Will anyone J = ~ 
reign supreme atthe top of the Premier League competition table, atch them? Sunday January 13 2002 


P'mattaEagles vs Fairfield Bulls © Melita Stadium 6:30pm 4:30pm 


Ws the Premier League takes a two week break over the festive season it is 


Sunday January 6 2002 
Uhardt Tigers vs Central Coasties Lambert Park 5:00pm 3:00pm 


Pe| 


= sata : 


“| The Cafe La Scala Player of the Week after Round 8 of the NSW 
| Premier League is: 
Daniel Macor of Belconnen Blue Devils 
Cafe La Scala is located at 
ala 


FAIRFIELD Shop 32, Piazza Level, Italian Foum, 
BULLS : 23 Norton St, Liidbhards Phone: (02) 9572 8577 


Top Goalscorer: Marc Hoenselaars 4 goals 

Home Form: W1-D1-L2 e@ eo 

fou Form 0 | ed. | (| 

ie REY msi coe HFASIGCS coo 
Current Position: 3rd (16 points) 


: eFrom The Sidelines .............. pestesieen soeseenentes e+207-P20 
Craig Sharpley (coach): “We are winning games and it doesn’t matter by what margin you 
win, providing you get the points. The boys were very down after the Blacktown loss and to |} ® Match Reports 
their credit they tumed it around and have gone on from there.” 
Outlook: The next three games will determine if the Bulls have got what it 
miership material. Home games against Belconnen and giant killers Penrith and an away trip 
to Melita Stadium to meet Parramatta have the Bulls’ season firmly on the line. = Scoreboard Dane aes age Oe 
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BANKSTOWN 
CITY LIONS 


Top Goalscorer: Goce Trposki 4 goals 
Home Form: W1-D1-L1 

Away Form: W1-D2-12 

Last Five Starts: LDWLD 

Current Position: 7th (9 points) 


Ljube Jancev (coach): “We are working on playing a new sys- 
tem to play possession football and that will take some time 
to implement. | am confident the improvement will come in 
time and we can push for a Top Five position.” 

Outlook: A tough opening game against Blacktown is fol- 
lowed by an away trip to Sutherland and a home game against 
Canterbury. Look well placed to start moving up the ladder. 


», BLACKTOWN 
CITY DEMONS 


samme against Sutherland, P 
ty of picking up 9 points, should see the Demons con- 
_solidate a spot in the Top Five. 


C’BURY-M’VILLE . 
OLYMPIC 


Top Goalscorer: Aheleas Kotsopoulos 3 goals 
Home Form: W1-D0-L3 

Away Form: W1-D1-12 

Last Five Starts: LLLLL 

Current Position: 10th (7 points) 


Greg Collins (captain): “Our form has been ordinary but we 
have been playing well in parts and that is encouraging. We 
seem to drop away in concentration at key times during a 
game and if we can work on that | am sure we can turn our 
bad run around.” 

Outlook: Sadly it doesn’t get any better for the Berries. An 
away game against St George is followed by the visit of 
Bonnyrigg and a tough away assignment to Bankstown. Could 
well find themselves entrenched in the bottom three without 
avery rapid form reversal. 


“Top Goalscorer: Peter Preston 2 goals. 


Home Form: W0-D1-l2 
Away Form: W2-D1-12 
‘Last Five Starts: WWLLL 5 
Current Position: 8th (8 points) 


Dale Eggleton (coach); “We haven't put our best foot for- 
ward of late and combined with some bad luck in games 
we have been struggling. The boys’ commitment on the 
park is still excellent and a turn around is not too far away,” 
Outlook: The Coasties play two of their next three games 
against sides in the Top Five (Bonnyrigg and Leichhardt) 
and will need to be at their best to’ get a result in these 
games. With a squad chock full of promise it would be a 
brave man to write the Coasties off just yet. 


LEICHHARDT 
TIGERS 


Top Goalscorer: Steve Karavatakis and Allan Picken 3 goals 
Home Form: W2-D2-L0 

Away Form: W3-D0-L1 

Last Five Starts: LDWWW 

Current Position: 2nd (17 points) 


Sam La Rocca (captain): ‘The side still isn’t playing our 
best football, but we are continuing to win games and that 
is a good sign. We have struggled a little in front of goal 
and if we can strengthen that position with Derek Poimer 
we will be very hard to beat." 

Ouflook: Leichhardt face three tough games in the New 
Year, meeting the Coasties, Belconnen and Parramatta all 
in successive weeks. With two of those games at Lambert 
Park they will be hoping the home ground advantage will 
be enough to get them over the line and continue to hold 
their spot in the Top Three. ” 


PARRAMATTA 
EAGLES 


Top Goalscorer: Anthony Mondello 8 goals 
Home Form: W4-D0-10 

‘Away Form: W1-D0-13 

\ast Five Starts: LWWWL 

Current Position: 4th (15 points) 


Tam Finlayson (coach): We have had injury problems to some 
key players like Malcolm Meilak and Ben Delicata but the lads 
have dug deep and we have continued on our good start. I've 
been very impressed by the way our forwards have been taking 
thelr chances and that has been the cornerstone of our good 
form." Beier 


‘Gutlook: Three tough games open the Eagles’ campaign after the 


Christmas break with Penrith, Fairfield and Leichhardt. Two of the 


three games are away so Tam Finlayson must tur the club's poor 
~ away form around if they are to continue to hold potin the 


Top Five. 


PENRITH 
PANTHERS 


Top Goalscorer: Rod Hutchinson 5 goals 
Home Form: W1-D1-12 

Away Form: W0-D3-L1 

Last Five Starts; DLLLD 

Current Position: 9th (7 points) 


Tony Rassmussen (coach): "We are going to hurt a lot of 
teams. The side has a lot of fighting spirit and we are more 
than capable of mixing it with any side in the league." 
Outlook: Penrith’s season could well come to an abrupt 
end in the next three matches as they face off with 
Parramatta, Blacktown and Fairfield. Only a supreme opti- 
mist would give them any chance of posting 9 points, thus 
condemning Penrith to remain midtable. 


ST GEORGE» 


‘Top Goalscorer: Evangelos Petratos, Jol 
Rufo 1 fl 
Home 3: WO-D1-13. 

Away Form: W0-D0-1400 
Last Five Starts: DULL 
Current Position: 12th (point) 


Archie Markopoulos (midfielder): 
Spanoudakis has really brought an air 


-club and the players feel it’s only a 


post our first win." t 
Outlook: With the Saints hosting Canterb i 
break, there is the distinct possibility they could well open. 
their account but with games against the Coasties and 
Belconnen after that, the club is certainly in for a tough three 
weeks, sec fel 


LA 


g %. 
SHARRS, 


Top Goalscorer: Kris Karanasos and Monte Pfrengle 3 goals 
Home Form: W1-D1-13 

Away Form: W0-D0-L3 

Last Five Starts: LLLLW 

Current Position: 11th (4 points) 


SUTHERLAND .| 
SHARKS 


Billy McColl (Coach): ‘The win against St. George will doa 
lot to lift the team’s morale and confidence. We have the 
physical capacity to match it with any side in the league but 
it’s been the mental attitude that has let us down and that is 
something we are trying to correct." 

Outlook: A very tough draw sees the Sharks travel to both 
Bonnyrigg and Blacktown and host Bankstown Gity after the 
Christmas break. The Sharks will need to improve substan- 
tially to match it with these three teams and mount any seri- 
ous campaign to avoid the wrong end of the table, 
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IENTRAL COAST 

returned to North 
Power Stadium for their 
last match — before 
Christmas when they took 
on Fairfield Bulls. After all 
the dramas of the past few 
weeks they were given the 
green light to play one 
match there to see how the 
pitch had recovered after 
recent renovations to the 
playing surface. 

‘The Coasties are taking 
no chances, however, and 
will be returning to Pluim 
Park, which has also just 
been through a large re- 
turfing and general 
upgrading, including an 
underground watering 
system, This latest work at 
Pluim means that there are 
now three full size pitches, 
all with floodlights and 
watering systems, as well 
as the training pitch nick- 
named “the pig pen”. 

Following two disas- 


News of the week: Ljube Jancev (extreme 


trous results after an 
impressive start to the sea- 
son, the Coasties held a 
“war conference” at train- 


ing last Tuesday night. All 


By 


A big loss to the Panthers is their hard working 
Treasurer and first grade Manager, Glen Tyrrell. 


first grade players and 
coaching and management 
staff were involved and 
nothing was held back. 
Plenty of reasons, sug- 
gestions and a few ‘home 
truths’ were put before the 
meeting. It was generally 
agreed that everybody had 
to have a look at how they 
were going individually as 
well as a team. At the end 
of the meeting the team 
had a “very serious” train- 
ing session in which a 
number of new positional 
changes and movements 
on the field were practiced. 
According to coach Dale 
Eggleton, “the boys were 
great, accepted the fact 
that they had not been per- 
forming up to their early 
season standard and 
yowed to put the problems 
‘cht’. 2 


right 
gg00 

EICHHARDT TIGERS’ 

brilliant flankman, 
Danny Townsend, has suc- 
cumbed to a knee injury he 
sustained in the winter Super 
League and is out of the 
game for at least 5 months 
with another operation on 
the cards. 


NEW SOUTH WALES 
Previer LEAGU 


right) returns to Jensen Park. 


All indications are that he 
is keen to return to the 
Tigers next season. Tigers” 
coach Les De Celis has 
moved quickly to bolster his 
squad following Harry 
James’ “departure and a 
mounting injury toll with 
Derek Poimer and Walter 
‘Ardone both close to signing 
with the club. 


ga09 

‘orking responsibili- 

ties are deeply eat- 
ing into the time that peo- 
ple can devote to sporting 
bodies like our soccer 
clubs, Unfortunately due 
to this reason the Penrith 
Panthers have lost their 
hard working Treasurer 
and first grade Manager 
Glen Tyrrell. 

‘Tyrrell recently took on 
a new professional chal- 
lenge, and balancing that 
with his soccer commit- 
ments was becoming too 
much, and unfortunately 
soccer had to lose out. 

‘Tyrrell had done some 
magic work bringing the 
books of the Panthers into 
order and was a very hard 
working and valuable 
member of the Panthers’ 
Executive Committee. 

The Treasurer’s role 
remains unfilled as the 
Panthers look through 
their options for this 
important position, Glen 
has agreed to assist the 
club in a financial role 
until the end of January 
2002 to allow the Panthers 
to locate a suitable 
replacement and allow for 
the club’s books to be 
handed over. 

Glen had taken on the 
role of first grade manager 
for the Premier League, 
and this also had to give 
way to his work commit- 
ments. Glen has stood 
down from this post imme- 
diately and Ross Simpson 
has stepped into the first 


grade manager’s role. 

Ross will work well with 
both Squad Manager Mike 
Starr and under 19 
Manager Gerry Baker, as 
the three haye worked 
together in the past. 
Penrith Panthers wishes to 
thank Glen for his hard 
work, and wish him well in 
his future endeavours. 

0000 
ankstown City Lions are 
making all the news in 

the Premier League this 
week, replacing former 
coach Claudio Canosa with 
Ljube Jancey in time for last 
Saturday night’s clash with 
Penrith. 

A former championship 
winning coach with the 
Lions, Jancev has been on 
the sidelines since work 
commitments forced his 
early retirement in season 
2000, after leading the club 
for the first [8 games with 5 
wins and 5 draws. His 
impressive coaching resume 
also includes stints with 


rescued a stranded 
Aschner on the M5 free- 
way; his car suffered a 
breakdown just after the 
Fairford Road offramp. 
Being the alert and car- 
ing driver that he is, Dihm 
recognised Aschner as he 
stood stranded by the side 
of the road, pulled over 
and offered him a lift to 
the Serbian Centre. 
Arriving with just enough 
time to strip and warm up, 
Aschner then proceeded to 
bang in four goals and lead 
the White Eagles to a stun- 
ning 4-0 victory over 
Bankstown City. Thank 
goodness for friends! 
Q000 


FE Blacktown City fans, 
the best news of the 
week is that coach Brian 
Brown IS in Sydney and is 
not planning anymore over- 
seas trips, at least in the 
short term. After travelling 
to Scotland and New 
Caledonia in recent months, 
Football Director Don 


fetes debut per- 
formance by young- 
ster Jade Permall has long 
suffering Saints fans in 
raptures. A former Sydney 
Olympic youth™ player 
Pernall is still in his teens 
and showed a clean pair of 
heels in his first senior 
game against Blacktown 
City the week before last. 

According to midfielder 
“Archie” Markopoulos, 
Permall is one of the 
fastest over 50 metres at 
training and he could be 
one to really test any slow 
opposition defences in the 
next few rounds, In other 
Saints’ news, coach 
Manny Spanoudakis has 
registered himself as a 
player following injury 
and suspension concerns 
at Bestic Street. 

The 34-year-old 
Spanoudakis has previous- 
ly donned the boots for, 
Sydney Olympic, CMO, St 
George, Belmore Hercules, 
Leichhardt Tigers, 


Walter Ardone: A possible Leichhardt Tiger? 
(Photo courtesy of Soccer Australia Media Department) o 


Borec in Yugoslavia, Preston 
Macedonia, Illawarra Lions 
and Rockdale City Suns. 
Bankstown has also 
secured the services of 
Freddy Umlil, last season’s 
First Division Player of the 
Year with Sydney 
University. The Lions are 
the latest chapter in Umiil’s 
career, which also included 
an NSL stint with the 
Newcastle Breakers 
between 1997 and 1999. 
0000 
airfield defender 
Mathew Dihm must 
surely be in line for a 
financial gratuity from 
friend and Bonnyrigg 
striker Jimmy Aschner. 
Two weeks ago, Dihm 


O'Regan said tongue in 
cheek that “he is very happy 
to have Bomber about the 
place, and that is good 
news.” Speaking of New 
Caledonia, Brown, was most 
impressed with the State 
side’s recent trip to the 
pacific island and was more 
than happy with the results 
of the matches. 

“It’s always an honour to 
represent your State and the 
boys did a wonderful job,” 
said Brown. 

“The tour was great for 
the profile of the game over 
there and the boys really 
enjoyed the hospitality of 
the country and the people.” 

0000, 


Sutherland Sharks and 
UTS. 
000 

Gann players and 

officials held a night out 
last week at “The Jetty 
Restaurant and Bar” in 
Darling Harbour just in time 
for Christmas. 

A good night of club 
bonding was had by all with 
a number of the party 
migrating across to the 
“Home” nightclub to swivel 
the hips into the wee small 
hours. According to one spy, F 
if the players moye as quick- 
ly as they did on the dance- 
floor,. they would be near 
unbeetable! 
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By Nick Guoth 


Belconnen Blue Devils, 

one must look back some 
thirty plus years to the early 
days when it all started with 
124 junior players in 1970. 

The club was brought togeth- 
er by some of the early residents 
of the Belconnen region, Joyce 
England and David Dillon. 

The club colours were deter- 
mined rather than chosen for 
some lofty ideal. 
Notwithstanding that the origi- 
nators of the club were redun- 
dant workers from a company in 
Coventry, it was more what was 
available that set the decision, 
After the registrations were 
made, Dillon raced to Sydney to 
purchase the strip. The manu- 
facturer had only one strip in 
sufficient sizes and quantities 
and it was pale blue, 

Thus the club was born and 
one year later the first senior 
teams appeared in the Canberra 
Amateur league, and although 
not performing well in either 
Division 1 or Division 2, it was 
astep forward and the beginning 
of top level soccer in the area. In 
1975 the Belconnen United 
Soccer Club was promoted to 
Division 1 of the ACT competi- 
tion and went on to win a num- 
ber of trophies over the next 
twenty-five years. 

The Honours included; 
Ampol Cup: 1982, 1985, 1990; 
Premier League: 1997, 1998; 
Federation Cup: 1990, 1992, 
1998; Premiership Cup: 1982, 
1990, 1996, 1998, 2000; and 
Club Championship: 1989, 
1992, 1996, 1997, 1998, 1999 & 
2000. 

A club with this pedigree, and 
in 2000 boasting eight men’s 
teams-and three women’s teams. 
competing at senior level and 
through our junior affiliates in 
Belnorth and Belsouth, some 
1500 junior players were ready 
for the next step. 

The inception of the new 
summer league as part of the 
New South Wales Soccer 
Federation gave the Belconnen 
United Soccer Club a new 
avenue to provide its players 
and those from around Canberra 
achance to play ata higher level 
than that of the ACT competi- 
tions and thus place themselves 


[« when it comes to the 


on view for clubs at an even 
higher level, whether it be in the 
National League or overseas. 

The club put forward a very 
strong proposal applying to 
enter this new elite competition 
of the Premier League. 

They were accepted with 
Open arms and thus were born 
the Blue Devils. Whilst I won't 
reveal specifically the origin of 
the name, one could leak out 
that a couple of the committee 
follow a certain club with a sim- 
ilar name in England. 

Even with the interruption 
due to the Sydney 2000 
Olympic Games, the club was 
able to prepare for the 2000- 
2001 inaugural season of the 
Premier League. The committee 
worked tirelessly, meeting near- 
ly every week and bringing 
together the new team piece by 
piece. 


The Blue 
Devils’ Story 


successful coaches and thus it 
Was an easy step up for them. 

‘The teams they selected came 
from the ACT 
Premier League 
clubs, with 
nearly all repre~ 
sented through a 
player in the 
first grade or the 
under 19s. Such 
was the wealth 
of talent in the 
region that only 
one player 
selected for the 
team _ initially 
came from 
interstate. A 
second — was 
added as the 
season progressed and he was 
moving back to Canberra where 
he grew up. 

‘The first grade and under 19s 


we 


CONNEN Uj, 
\CCER Ci, £b 
sac 28 


blue dewvtls 


, 


midway and late in the season 
sealed the fate of both teams. 
This was shown when at the 
awards night of 
the NSW Soccer 
Federation, the 
Gold Medal 
Dinner, the club 
took out two of 
the major awards. 
Steve Lazzari net- 
ted 14 goals dur- 
ing the season 
tying him with 
Darren Tocca of 
Blacktown City 
for the Golden 
Boot, and his per- 
formances during 
the season out- 
weighed that of 
others in the eyes of those doing 
the voting thus rewarding him 
with the Gold Medal for the best 
player of the league. Geoff 


Devil himself. He attends all the 
home games providing his part 
in the entertainment and prod- 
ding all the spectators to cheer 
for the right team. 

On numerous occasions the 
Devil travelled with the team to 
away games and when the Blue 
Devils played at Seymour Shaw 
against the Sutherland Sharks, 
the Shark also made an appear- 
ance setting up quite a con- 
frontation on the sidelines and 
much enjoyment for the specta- 
tors. 

On the field, neither side fin- 
ished in the top half of the table 
last season, yet both showed the 
doubters that the Blue Devils 
were competitive. It was also 
good to see that even though 
there was competition for the 


‘spectators dollar and the spon- 


sorship dollar, people were 
eager to come and see the prod- 


Devils, there are a number of 
other local companies that have 
placed themselves behind the 
team. 

In 2002, twenty-five years of 
toil will finally be rewarded 
when the new McKellar ground, 
to be named the Belconnen 
Sports Centre, opens. The sur- 
face was laid a year ago and the 
commencement of building the 
new grandstand will be in April 
2002 with completion well in 
time for the 2002-2003 Premier 
League season. The light towers 
will also be installed in very 
short while. 

Future plans involve extend- 
ing the grandstand to seat up to 
2000 spectators under cover, An 
indoor facility will also be 
developed to cater for numerous 
other sports and to provide more 
change rooms for the main 
ground, 


Belconnen’s new McKellar ground will be named the Belconnen Sports Centre when it is officially opened. Along with the newly-installed turf, a grand- 
stand and light towers will be built in time for the kick-off of the next Premier League season. 


The coaching positions were 
selected with Lino Fiorese and 
Paul Ontong taking the jobs at 
first grade and under 19 levels. 
Both were already with the 
Belconnen United teams as yery 


flew out of the blocks as a sur- 
prise to many of the pundits and 
looked the goods to be a serious 
contender for the finals. 

It wasn’t to be and a number 
of draws and inconsistent results 


Howarth finished fifth, showing 
the depth of the club. 

‘There were many important 
people working for the club both 
on and off the field, but one that 
should not be left out is the Blue 


uct that was on offer. 

Whilst the Belconnen Soccer 
Club, the licensed club that 
owns the two clubrooms at 
Hawker and McKellar, is the 
major sponsor of the Blue 


It is intended that the site 
includes training pitches and 
numerous other amenities for 
the sporting public of the area. 
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Bonnyrigg White Eagles 
ROUND 8 Leichhardt Tigers 
3 Bu 


PREMIER LEAGUE FIRST GRADE 
BANKSTOWN CITY PENRITH PANTHERS . 


(Goce Trposki 8m, 39m) (Paul Marosevic 55m, Ossie El Ali 67m pen) Central Coast Coasties 


Penrith Panthers. 


SUTHERLAND SHARKS . .2 ST GEORGE SAINTS Canterbury Marrickville 
(Monte Pfrengle 17m, David O'Han 64m) (Josh Rufo 47m) Sutherland Sharks 

St Georse Saints 
BELCONNEN BD 7 PARRAMATTA EAGLES .....2 i UNDE 


(Daniel Macor 8m, 58m, 82m pen) (Jim Bakis 60m, 74m) 


BLACKTOWN CITY ......1 BONNYRIGG WE . 


(Jim Nikas 24m) (Dave Harding 44m, Shane Knight 87m) 


C’BURY M’VILLE ....... LEICHHARDT TIGERS ......1 


(Steve Karavatakis 7m) 


CENTRAL COAST ......0 FAIRFIELD BULLS ... 
(Leo Carle 88m) 


UNDER 19 
C’BURY M'VILLE 1 LEICHHARDT TIGERS 
CENTRAL COAST .. FAIRFIELD BULLS 
SUTHERLAND SHARKS ..2 ST GEORGE SAINTS ...,. E 
BLACKTOWN CITY ......2  BONNYRIGG WE : TOF SCORERS 
BANKSTOWN CITY LIONS 1 — PENRITH PANTHERS Rac Mee Gsle raramate Eales) 
BELCONNEN BD .. PARRAMATTA EAGLES .....2 | | (eammtubessealeueiusicles es) 


Jim Nikas (Blacktown City Demons) 


Bey 


entral Coast lege d, Di 

: = = 8 = games for the club ake in first- -gracle), 
A graduate of the Australian Ins' Coasti ible defender, Mitchell Daley represented NSW earlier captain for over 250 games, life member 
Sport, Peter Ritchie. Sean Matthews. this year against Glasgow Rangers. and current head coach. i 


Park in Glenwood, sail welcome 
competing from ao 


#0 


Fone mathe —_ 


JANUARY 15-24, 2002 
VALENTINE SPORTS PARK, 
GLENWOOD 
HOME OF THE NEW SOUTH WALES SOCCER FEDERATION 


~ ing determined year-by-year according to 


the staging of —Under-1?_ World 


Championship qualifiers. January's sched- 


ule has been designed for under 16 nation- 
al teams to continue or commence prepa- 
rations for the Under 17 World 
Championship qualifiers in 2003. 

The national teams that will grace the 
turf at Valentine Sports Park include 
‘Australia, Samoa, Cook Islands, Solomon 
Islands, Papua New Guinea, Vanuatu, 
American Samoa, Fiji and’ New Zealand. It 
is expected that New Caledonia will make 
a decision on their involvement in the next 
few days. — = 

National ~ Youth Coach, Ange 
Postecoglou, today announced 4 twenty- 
member squad. that ‘will represent Australia 


“in January. — 


Frameless Rebounder improves skillo 


Was $250" 
Now $180 


New South Wales has contributed six 
players to the Australia under 16 team, The 
six have all graduated to the Green & Gold 
via the New South Wales Institute of Sport 


South Wales Soccer Federation's “elite 
a league competitions. The players 


= ihe Haghes (eonlbeeper). 

Clubs: Northern Spirit, Sutherland 
Sharks & NSWIS. 

Resides: Engadine 
“Inaugural Mark Bosnich Medallist for 
Best Goalkeeper in-NSWSF Super Youth 
League in 2000 

Lachlan Cahill (defender) 

Clubs: Wollongong Wolves, Sydney 
Olympic & NSWAS 


Resides: Towradgi 

Erik Paartalu (midfi 

Clubs: Northern Spirit, Gladesvill 
NSWIS. 

Resides: North Rocks 

Chris Theodosiou (siriker) 

Clubs: — Blacktown City Demons, 
Marconi Stallions & NSWIS 

Resides: Dean Park 
*NSWSF Youth League Al-Stars 2001 

Richie Cardozo (striker) 

Clubs: Sydney Olympic & NSWIS 

Resides: Concord 
**Younger brother of Nothen Spirit 
er, Pablo Cardozo 


ee 


Save big dollars with famous 
LSPORT products this Christmas 


Complete - 


goal 
and net, 


soccer ball, 


6 cones, pump, § 


<s> 


stopwatch 


Was $450 
Now $330 > 


Discover many more specially reduced items on our website. Special prices to end-December 2001 


“ GOSPORT 


WWW.golsport.com.au 


Tel: 02 9531 6644 


Fax: 02 9531 4477 


Valsport 


Oficial Clothing 
Supplier to NSW 
‘Soccer Federation, 


» GOLS 10/01 
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By Greg Stock 


ankstown continued their indifferent 

Premier League form posting a 2-2 draw 

with fellow strugglers Penrith Panthers 
at Jensen Park on Saturday night. 

Not even the return of championship winning 
coach Ljube Jancev could inspire the Lions as 
they allowed three points to slip due to some poor 
finishing and ill discipline. 

Dominating possession and the flow of the 
match from the outset, Bankstown squandered 
dozens of chances and had only two easy tap ins 
to Goce Trposki to show for their efforts in the 
first 45 minutes. 

‘Trposki was Johnny on the spot when in the 8th 
minute Penrith goalkeeper Chad Taylor crashed 
‘over the top of his own player Ryan Noble as he 
attempted to gather in a cross. Losing control of 
the ball in the ensuing collision, the ball dribbled 
out for Trposki to stroke into an empty net. Again 
in the 39th minute Trposki put away another loose 
ball after George Issas long range shot had hit the 
upright with Taylor well beaten. 

But in the second half it was a different story. 
Instead of going on with the job, Bankstown 
seemingly relaxed and allowed Penrith to come 
storming back. 

The Panthers’ hardworking midfielder Paul 
Marosevic was first to pounce on a loose ball in 
the 55th minute, after Luke O'Connell had his 
shot blocked by Zlatko Josevski in the Lions’ 
goal, And when Ossie El Ali beat Josevski with 
his penalty shot in the 67th minute the game was 
on offer and there for taking. 

But with Adam Mammoliti given an early 
shower for verbally abusing the referee, the Lions 
didn’t have the resources to breach a solid 
Panthers’ defence well marshaled by Chris 
Giometti and were forced to settle for a draw. 

With both sides now struggling to maintain 
contact with the Top Five, it appears a major lift in 
form is required if either side is to see some post 
season action. 


Scoring the Panthers’ first goal was 
Paul Marosevic 


|, Bankstown City Lions 2 (Trposki 8,39) | 
|| Penrith Panthers 2 (Marosevic 55, El Ali } 


; 67pen) 


BANKSTOWN CITY: Zlatko Josevsti, Sefer } 

‘ldiz, Alex Trpkoski, Richard Luksic, Dong 
Ki-Kim, Adam Mammoliti, George Issa, 
Steve Dimitrievski, Goce Trposki, Colin Luff 
(Freddy Umiil 72), lain MacDonald 


| PANTHERS: Chad Taylor, Chris Giometti, 


Daniel Wells, Osvaldo El Ali, David Gardiner |} 
(Jon Hawkins 87), Luke O'Connell, Shane 
Hammond (Martin McCaffery 46), Tim 


| O'Connell, Ryan Noble, Luke Boyd, Paul j 


Marosevic 
Cautions: L O'Connell (pp) 73, Giometti 


}) (pp) 87 
| Sent Off: Mammoliti 66 


Referee: Jonathon Streater 
Assistant Referees: Ken Sharp and Jose | 
Da Silva 


Fourth Official: Kevin Humphreys 


% Sutherland Sharks 2 


x St George Saints 


1 


By Lezette Isaac and Binesh Mudaliar 


first win in over 30 games, defeating St 
George 2-1 at Seymour Shaw on 
Saturday night. 

After coming close on countless occasions this 
season, the local derby atmosphere brought out 
the best in the Sharks as they reigned supreme to 
secure a memorable victory. 

Proceedings got off to a good start for the 
Sharks. Monte Pfrengle had an opportunity early 
in the match. He struck the ball cleanly in the 
middle of the box 10 metres out, but a wonderful 
save from Saints goalie Stacy Alogdellis pre- 
yented any score. 

The ‘keeper's efforts were undone minutes 
Jater when he brought down Jamie Danaskos in 
the square, giving the Sharks a penalty kick in 
the 17 minute. 

Monte Pfrengle stepped up to take the kick 


T« Sutherland Sharks registered their 


| Pfrengle 88), 
| LaMacchia 46), K Karanasos, B Petrovski 


Sutherland 2 (M Pfrengle 17, O'Han 64) 


| St George 1 (Rufo 47) 
| SHARKS: M Blowes, P Feehan, A Staicic | 


(C McAusland 76), D O’Han,.B Shor, D 
Heffernan, J Danaskos, M Pfrengle (A 
Steve Cklamovski (S 


Yellow Card: M Pfrengle 81 


ST GEORGE: S Alogdellis, M Bariamis, N 
Boliantitis, A Petratos, M Sevares, S Kladis 
(M Damjanovic 63), J Permall, J Rufo, A 
| Markopoulos, S Papadopoulos (B Campbell 
78), $ Zullo 
| Yellow Card: A Markopoulos 42 


Referee: P Vrtkovski 
Assist Ref: T Goodhew 
Assist Ref: C Smith 


| 4th Official: M. Johnson 


By Nick Guoth 


hat-trick by Daniel Macor helped secure 

the fifth consecutive victory for the 

Belconnen Blue Devils when they defeated 
the Parramatta Eagles by 3-2 at West Belconnen 
Sports Ground on Saturday night. 

The result also makes up for the final game of last 
season when an unconverted penalty saw the two 
teams tie 2-2. 

The game was played at a frantic pace with the 
Blue Devils commencing well and then bringing 
together all their efforts to hold out continuous 
onslaughts from Parramatta, 

Last season’s Golden Boot Steve Lazzari helped 
set up the first goal in the 8th minute with a ball to 
Mike Katz on the left. His cross was too good for 
Jason Holmes and found Macor for a simple tap in, 

There was no further score in the first stanza, 
although Anthony Mondello should have done better 
with a header and Macor saw a shot well swallowed 
by Holmes’ legs just before the break. 

It took another quarter of an hour before the game 
was brought back to life. A scintillating run down the 


Watch out, Belconnen mean business 
now! Coach Lino Fiorese has led the 
Canberra club to five wins on the trot. 


and was faultless, crashing it into the back of the 
net. 

A missed chance by the Saints came in the 
32nd minute, when Angelo Petratos took advan- 
tage of a blunder by goalie Mitchell Blowes. A 
fumbled ball left an open goal and Petratos 
slammed home, but luckily for the "keeper, St 
George's captain was ruled offside. 

After the break the Saints came out firing and 
raided the Sharks’ defensive third at every 
opportunity. Their reward came in the 47th 
minute, A headed ball by Jade Permall rico- 
cheted off the "keeper and team-mate Joshua 
Rufo was there to finish the job. 

‘The equaliser set up the game for an exciting 
finish, with both teams desperate for a win. 

A flying header in the 64th minute by Sharks’ 
player David O'Han couldn't have come at a bet- 
ter moment for the home team. 

The Saints had been the better side for the first 
twenty minutes of the second stanza but an 
impressive counter attack by the Sharks sent 
their fans delirious. Dean Heffernan crossed that 
ball beautifully to team-mate O’Han, who per- 
fectly timed his leap to head the ball past’Stacy 
Alogdellis. 

The Sharks defended for the remainder of the 
game as if their lives depended on it and at the 
final whistle celebrated their first win EVER in 
the NSW Premier League. 


left by Shane Lyons was well rewarded when he cut 
the ball back for Macor to slam home his second, but 
‘two minutes later Parramatta caught the Blue Devils 
defence napping and Danial Cummins fed Jim Bakis 
for his first goal of the night. 

Parramatta was pushing for the equaliser and 
Belconnen struggled to keep them out. Then a lobbed 
ball was volleyed over Tony Giannasca by Daniel 
Kukucka only to see it rebound off the crossbar, yet 
Bakis was the first to react and sent the ball under the 
keeper to tie up the scores with a quarter of an hour 
to play. 

‘The visitors looked the most likely to find the win- 
ner, yet with eleven minutes left a deft through ball 
from Macor went behind the defence for Danie! 
Camara to run onto, only to see Mirko Jurilj bundle 
him over for a penalty. Macor stepped up and sent the 
spot kick crashing into the net. 

The Blue Devils hung on until the end, It may 
have been different when, in the final minutes, a 
clearance was miscued and fell invitingly for Bakis 
Adrian Dowling, making his first start for the Blue 
Devils, gave Bakis no time to think about the shot 
and hoofed the ball cle 


| Belconnen Blue Devils 3 (Daniel wor 8, 
58, 82p) 
Parramatta Eagles 2 (Jim Bakis 60,74) 


| BLUE DEVILS: Anthony Giannasca, Toplica 
Popovich, Matthew Cachia, Shane Lyons, 
Michael Katz, Stephen Lazzari (Daniel! 
Camara 72), Daniel Macor, David Arranz, 

|, Stewart Camara, Adrian Dowling, Stephen 
Kemp. 
EAGLES: Jason Holmes, Geoff Dwyer, 
Malcolm Meilak, Mark Reveley, Mirko Juri, | 
Anthony Mondello (Daniel Kukucka 72), Jim 

, Glenn Sprod, Paul O'Grady, Geoff | 

Howarth (Tony Mittiga 73), Danial Cummins 
Cautions: Geoff Howarth (PE) 39, Malcolm 
Meilak (PE) 57, Anthony Mondello (PE) 59, 
David Arranz (BBD) 70, Mirko Jurilj (PE) 79, |} 
Paul O'Grady (PE) 7 


| Referee: Bill Simeonovic 

Assistants: Ben Wilson and Trevor May 
| Fourth Official: David Weibe 
\ 


A superb game by Saints’ star Archie 
Markopoulos (in red) could not prevent 
Sutherland recording their first ever win in 
the NSW Premier League. 


‘2. Blacktown City 1 


@ Bonnyrigg WE 


By Paul Goodwin 


top billing and produced a dramatic climax 

at The Gabbie on Saturday night when 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles widened the gap at the 
top of the table by snatching an 87th minute win- 
ner to defeat Blacktown 2-1 in front of a packed 
crowd. 

Blacktown took an early lead and when first 
Bobby Dragas and then ‘keeper David Aceski had to 
be replaced due to injuries it looked as if the visitor’s 
unbeaten run might come to an end. 

Aceski clashed heavily with Zak Donev in the 
22nd minute and was taken to hospital for x-rays for 
a suspected fractured tibia, 

Crucially Bonnyrigg piled on the pressure in the 
minutes before the break and snatched an equaliser, 
thus setting themselves up for a second half that 
would see them secure at least one point and eventu- 
ally all three. 

Both ‘keepers, John Crawley and stand-in White 
Eagles’ custodian Ivan Necevski covered themselves 
in glory as a determined Blacktown and an unyield- 
ing Bonnyrigg fought the game out to the finish, 

Blacktown's lead came from a Jimmy Nikas free 
kick taken right in front and around the edge of the 
box, the former Canterbury man’s well directed 


"Testi ne raat tna 


Former Blacktown City junior, David 
Harding (left) scored the crucial 
equaliser for Bonnyrigg. 


C'bury-M'ville 


2 


effort taking a wicked deflection off the wall fooling 
Necevski who otherwise had it covered. This was in 
the 24th minute and The Demons had the better of 
the first period with Mark Hagger denied by the 
‘keeper and Imaya’s audacious overhead attempt 
being claimed under the crossbar. Bonnyrigg’s surge 
took them close in the 44th as Robbie Gomez latched 
onto Jim Aschner cross, after great work by Shane 
Knight on the right, but Crawley made a fine save. 

A back header over the defence by Aschner 
moments later allowed David Harding to face 
Crawley once more and this time a deft finish had the 
sides level 1-1 as Alex Spiroski blew for the break. 

A tortid second period belonged largely to 
Bonnyrigg, with Blacktown capable of catching 
them out but thwarted each time by Neceyski. 

The Bonnyrigg winner came when Knight angled 
a shot from wide on the left across the ‘keeper and 
into the bottom right corner of the net, a fitting end 
to.a well contested quality match. 


Blacktown City Demons 1 (J Nikas 24m) 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles 2 (D Harding 
44m, S Knight 87m) 


DEMONS: John Crawley, Damien Foxe, 
Ben Willard, Damon Langan (Darren locca 
68), Paul Dee, Kain Rastall, Naoki Imaya, 
Jim Nikas, Zlatko Donev (Steve Riches 85), 
Mark Hagger (Peter Sermanni 82), Patrick 
Gatt 

WHITE EAGLES: David Aceski (Ivan 
Necevski 22), Sasha Utjesenovic, Bobby 
Dragas (Shane Knight 40), Vuko 
Tomasevic, David Harding, Christopher 
Bradley, Devrim Huseyin, Johnny Ghisso, 
Robert Gomez (Michael Hawrysiuk 87), 
Jimmy Aschner, John Kyriazopoulos 
Cautions: Dragas 26 (BWE), Foxe 53 
(BCD), Dee 53 (BCD), Langan 68 (BCD), 
Harding 68 (BWE) 


Referee: Alex Spiroski 

Assistants: Wayne Crabb and Damian 
Wanstall 

Fourth Official: Robert Kofler 


0 


@ Leichhardt Tigers 1 


By Paul Goodwin 


eichhardt Tigers emerged from their 

Friday night game at St George Stadium 

with maximum points, in so doing over- 
taking Blacktown City Demons and Parramatta 
Eagles on the points score, but doing so in no 
manner to really excite their supporters. 

The visitor’s led from just the 7th minute when 
Steve Karavatakis got in a fine, glancing header 
from among a throng of defenders, steering a nice- 
ly weighted Sam La Rocca free kick just inside Les 
Bihari’s right hand post. 

Tt was a quality strike, but thereafter Karavatakis 
and his fellow players tended to lack the same 
inspiration and for the second week in succession 
were forced to defend doggedly in the dying stages 
as Canterbury threatened to take a point, 

It was not a classic match, but there were plenty 
of chances for the Tigers to sew the game up long 
before the end. Canterbury looked sharp after going 
behind, but Mark Beldham headed wide and then 


Canterbury Marrickville 0 
Leichhardt Tigers 1 (S Karavatakis 7m) 


OLYMPIC: Les Bihari, Greg Collins, Christian 
Ortiz (Ali Salim 70), Michael Kladis, John 
Manolopoulos, Mark D'Alessandro, Andy 
Amegashie, Con Paradisis, Mark Beldham 
(Yane Talcevski 46), Hussein Jomaa, Aheleas 
Kotsopoulos (John Pillemer 46) 

TIGERS: Andrew Crews, Joe Moric, Ross 
Kethel, Steven Livingstone (Michael Galluzzo 
46), Allan Picken, Steve Karavatakis, Sam La 
Rocca, Jeremy Brown, Zoki Adioski, Ryan 
Jones (Kelvin Foster 55), Jason Lal (Anthony 
‘Tesoro 50) 

Cautions: Ortiz 18 (CMO), Adioski 34 (LT), 
Tesoro 52 (LT), Paradisis (CMO), 
Manolopoulos 65 (CMO), Moric 84 (LT), Picken 
88 (LT) 


Referee: Craig Pearce 


Assistants: Andrew Kay and Marc Nemorin 
Fourth Official: Jim Nicolaou 


<) Central Coast 


0 


@ Fairfield Bulls 1 


made their first serious assault on the Coasties’ goal. | 


By Ray Sandell 


lhe Coasties must have walked out of North 
Power Stadium last Saturday night thinking, 
“Why bother?” 

‘They had just spent ninety minutes keeping their 
pledge to coach Dale Eggleton to “turn things around”, 
outplayed Fairfield for at least seventy per cent of the 
game and played a brand of football that even a couple 
of the Bulls’ senior players said was the best they had 
seen all season, and lost by one stroke of brilliance from 
‘a substitute who had earlier played in the under 19 
match, 

Eggleton made a number of changes to his team fol- 
lowing the previous two big losses. Matt Collits 
replaced Darren Moore in goal, Andrew Clark was 
moved to sweeper with Dane Hokin and Sean Matthews. 
acting as fullbacks, moved Peter Preston out wide on the 
right and he used Karl Freeman and Damien Smith as 
twin strikers. 

Within a minute of the kick off Mick Williams hit the 
crossbar and the ball deflected to a waiting Preston only 
to bounce over his head to be cleared. One minute later 
Freeman picked up a loose ball in the middle of the park 
and forced Frank Mikuletic to make a good save low 
down. Two minutes later the Coasties won a free kick 
just outside the penalty area, Peter Ritchie put the ball to 
Freeman and his goal bound shot was deflected by Jason 
Connolly for a comer. Five minutes gone and it could 
have been 3-0! 

It was fifteen minutes before a shell shocked Bulls 


“Up atspeed Lae Carlacand with a 
“Beckham like” (free) kick put the ball 
into the top right hand corner of the net.” 


found the side netting midway through the first _ 
half. 
Aheleas Kotsopoulos also failed to make the 


most of his chances, heading a nice Hussein Jomaa 


cross the wrong side of the post when well placed 
to score in the 32nd, and then missing a loose ball 
in the goalmouth in the 43rd. It was Con Paradisis 
who went closest for The Berries with a low shot 
that skimmed past the post in the 82nd, 

Karavatakis had seen his own solo run end with 
a shot against the adjacent post, when other players 
were free to receive his pass in the 66th. La Rocca 
also hit the post in stoppage time, but from dis- 
tance, then testing the ‘keeper with another power- 
ful drive soon after, while Crews had to make a last 
minute decision to tip over a header from team- 
mate Tony Tesoro moments earlier. 

Joe Moric stood out in the Tigers’ team con- 
stantly making runs from deep and being well 
placed to defend when needed. Hussein Jomaa 
worked hard to lift his side going forward and Sam 
La Rocca gave his usual honest performance and 
went close to scoring twice as well as setting up the 
winner. 

Tt was a hard fought win by Leichhardt against a 
Canterbury side that played well right the way 
through to the end, without any luck and certainly 
without reward. 


Mathew Borg picked up @ clearance from his defence 
ran forty metres, passed to Adam Snydee but the ball 
‘was just that fraction too long. 

Fairfield started to get a bit more of the ball but the 
usually deadly Borg and Marc Hoenselaars were being 
safely held by the Coasties’ back two of Hokin and 
Matthews. Clark was reveling in his new sweeper’s 
position and Fairfield were being comfortably held 
whereas the Coasties’ striking pair of Smith and 
Freeman were causing all sorts of troubles and only for 
some good goalkeeping by Mikuletic the Bulls would 
have been in even further trouble, 

At the half time break Bulls replaced Adam Snyder 
with Ray Younis and he made an immediate impact giv- 
ing them more mobility around the midfield and Collits 
was forced to eam his keep with good saves off Borg 
and Hoenselaars. Tom Maric replaced Connolly, and 
Smith and Freeman were given less room to move even 
though they were still causing problems, The game was 
being played consistently in the Fairfield half and the 
Jonger it Went the more obvious it became that it was not 
going to be the Coasties’ night. 

‘Two minutes to go and Borg was brought down two 
metres outside the Coasties” penalty area, Up stepped 
Leo Carle , who had earlier replaced Paul Richardson, 
and with a * Beckham like” kick put the ball into the top 
right hand corner of the net. A brilliant goal to be true, 
but hardly justice. Any way justice doesn’t win gare) 

Bulls” coach Craig Sharpley, and his team were elft- 
ed, Dale Eggleton just sat there stunned. Who'd be a 
coach? Don't worry Dale, there's always next time, or 
next time, or next ,.. 


Central Coast Coasties 0 
Fairfield Bulls 1 (L Carle 88m) 


CENTRAL COAST: Collits, Clark, 
Matthews, Hokin, Preston, Peatey, Ritchie, 
Leary (Falzon), Williams, Freoma, Smith 


ym) 
FAIRFIELD BULLS. Mikuletio, Dihm, 
Bourke, Richardson (Carle), Van Bentum, 
Hoenselaars, Borg, Harrison, Snyder | 
(Younis), Ravanello, Connolly (Maric) 
Cautions: Mikuletic, Borg, Ravanello (FB) | 


Mark 


Referee: Greg Leverton 
Assistants: David 
Richardson 

Fourth Official: Jason Blackwood 


Moore, 


The game’s MVP, Tiger Joe Moric 
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Inter Milan's Ronaldo of Brazil during the match against Brescia, penultimate Sunday during which 


Ronaldo scored his first goal in two years. 


razil’s press last week hailed the 

return to action of Ronaldo who 

scored his first goal in Serie A in 
two years during Inter Milan’s 3-1 vie~ 
tory over Brescia at the previous week- 
end. 

The star striker, who has struggled 
back from a career-threatening knee 
injury, struck the opening goal of the 
match. after 19minutes to the delight of 
his Inter Milan team-mates. 

And his return to goal-scoring action 
led to fervent speculation that the two- 
time FIFA world player of the year would 
finally earn a recall from national coach 

* Luiz Felipe Scolari. 

“The goal of football,” headlined the 
daily O Dia, which dedicated an entire 
page to Ronaldo, nicknamed “the 
Phenomenon,” who had not scored since 
November 21, 1999. 

“The most famous striker in the world 
in the second half of the 90s has bounced 
back following two years of agony,” said 
the daily Folha of Sao Paulo. 

‘While the Jornal do Brazil wrote: “For 
748 days Ronaldo had not come in con- 


tact with a goal. On Sunday they found 
each other. More than laying the way to 
victory, the goal proved that the star 
returns to shine brightly.” 

The O Globo, quoting Roma’s 


arcelona management are now 

on the verge of losing their 

patience with manager, Carles 
Rexach who has not been the club’s 
hero so far. 

‘The manager’s future is clear: either 
Barca start winning or he will be shown 
the door. The situation was the same with 
the sacked Serra Ferrer. 

At the beginning of the season the 
team’s number one rival Real Madrid 
‘were nine points behind, while presently 
Barca are four points ahead. 

After penultimate Sunday's 2-2 draw 
with, Celta Vigo, Barca president Joan 
Gaspart called a special meeting, where 
current problems of the Catalan club were 
discussed. 


Argentine star Gabriel Batistuta, said that 
the entire footballing world shared the 


player's delight. 


lex Ferguson has backtracked on 
his gloomy assessment of 
Manchester United’s champi- 
onship prospects, saying the Red Devils 
still have a chance of winning the league. 

After plunging to six defeats so far this 
season - with the latest at home to West 
Ham on Saturday - United boss Ferguson 
appeared to concede the title, saying his 
team needed a miracle to retain the 
Premiership. 

But Ferguson admitted last week he has 
not completely written off the rest of the 
season, and hopes that contenders Arsenal, 
Leeds and Liverpool will start dropping 
points. 

“If we get a spark into life then we've 
got a chance, a slim chance. We need 
Arsenal, Leeds and Liverpool to start cut- 


ting each other’s throats,” he told 
Manchester United’s website, 
www.ManUtd.com 


“They'll know that this is the best 
chance they’ve had for years to win the 
League, so | think those three might have a 
lot of draws. 

Rediscovering the fighting spirit is vital 
if United are to have any chance of 
relaunching their domestic season, he 
added. 

“If we can get the team spirit right and 
keep it solid then the supporters will 
acknowledge that the players are trying 
their best. 

“They've built up great reputations, but 
the club have a history of producing play- 
ers who are not just great players, but who 
are also great fighters. We need to redis- 
cover that. 

“But the last two League titles have been 
won very easily, almost handed to us on a 
plate. Maybe that’s been a problem. 

While praising his players’ fighting spir- 
it, Ferguson issued a stern warning that 
under-achievement would not be tolerated 
indefinitely. 


admirable person,” said Batistuta. 
And the newspaper added that the goal 
had been welcomed in Italy “as a resur- 


“That goal was what everybody hoped rection.” 
for. Ronaldo is soccer, in addition to an 


BARCA PLANS REXACH § SACK 


Carlos Rexach: Going ... 
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Roma manager Fabio Capello, Alaves 
boss Mane and Internazionale FC coach 
Hector Cuper are believed to be among 
the preferable coaches. However, the club 
have to find the candidate who will head 
the team for the rest of this season. 

One of the options is Boca Juniors’ 
coach Carlos Bianchi, whose current con- 
tract expires in January. But Barca may 
face the Paraguayan national team’s rival- 
ry in Bianchi chase. Paraguay want the 
Argentinean coach to head their national 
team during the World Cup. 

However Boca Juniors coach 
announced earlier he is going to take 
some rest and return to job only after the 
World Cup 2002. 


Alex Ferguson: “The blip has been 
going on too long.” 


“We’ve had a horrendous season in the 
League, it’s been very disappointing,” he 
said. 

“Tt must have something to do aa 
hunger because these players are better 
than that. The blip has been going on too 
long.” 


RED-CARPET 
FOR FIGO, RAUL 


eal Madrid decided to hire a private 

plane for their stars for the 2001 

Player of the Year awarding ceremo- 

ny, which was held on Monday night in 
Zurich. 

As previously announced, Raul, Luis Figo 
and David Beckham were the frontrunfiers to 
receive the award. Among the three, the latter 
clearly is less likely to be named the player of 
year. 

Zinedine Zidane is likely to travel with his 
teammates. 

Madrid president, Florentino Perez, sporting 
director Jorge Valdano and another official 
Emilio Butragueno were also to be present at 
the ceremony. 

Real are playing the King’s Cup second leg 
match today - 24hours after the ceremony. If 
satisfactory, then the players will return from 
Zurich today. 


obbie Fowler has 
avoided internal 
disciplinary action 


by Leeds after being 
declared the ‘innocent 
party’ by chairman Peter 
Ridsdale following an inci- 
dent in the city centre last 
night which led to the 
club’s new A$33million 
recruit being arrested. 

Fowler, who only moved 
to Elland Road from 
Liverpool three weeks ago, 
was released without charge 
— along with a friend not 
associated with the club — 
following several hours of 
questioning by police at a 
nearby station. 

Earlier in the day, manag- 
er David O'Leary had held a 
face-to-face meeting with his 
entire Ges demanding 


Leeds back Fowler 
in arrest drama 


they be on their best behav- 
jour during their Christmas 
party at a couple of 
nightspots in Leeds. 

At the ‘conclusion of the 
evening, a member of the 
security team ensured 
Fowler and his friend col- 
lected a taxi to take them to 
their nearby five-star hotel. 

When the cab pulled in at 
a service station in Rothwell, 
it is understood a photogra- 
pher tried to take pictures of 
Fowler sleeping in the front 
passenger seat. 

The friend of the 26-year- 
old England international, 
emerging from a shop at the 
garage, spotted the photo- 
grapher, and a scuffle 
ensued, during which it was 
alleged a camera was dam- 
aged, 


A spokesman for West 
Yorkshire Police confirmed: 
“Two men aged 25 and 26 
were arrested in relation to 
an alleged incident of crimi- 
nal damage in Hunslet at 
11.45pm last night. They 
were later released without 
charge.” 

Ridsdale spoke with 
Fowler the morning after 
and, after the player had 
explained his version of 
events, Ridsdale said: “I am 
satisfied he was a completely 
innocent party to whatever 
took place — therefore, the 
club will be taking no 
action.” 

A Leeds spokesman 
explained the sequence of 
events, as had been outlined 
to the club. 


playoff match between Chilean 
clubs Universidad de Chile and 
Palestino was abandoned last 
week after one of the linesman was struck 
by an object thrown from the crowd. 
‘The incident happened in the 51st minute 
of a qualifying match to help decide who 
will join champions Wanderers in next 
year’s Libertadores Cup after linesman 
Jorge Diaz pointed out an incident involving 
Universidad de Chile’s Luis Chavarria, 
The referee, who had shown Chayartia a 


yellow card, changed it to a red after his 
assistant’s intervention, Missiles rained 
down on Diaz, who was hit on the head and 
taken to hospital for treatment on a deep cut. 

‘The referee led the teams off and sus- 
pended the game with Palestino winning 
10. 

The game was a part of a series of play- 
offs for a place in South America’s premier 
club competition alongside Wanderers, who 
won the championship for the first time in 
33 years. 


“We are making progress, everybody 
Tecognises that, and [believe a good 


performance by the five teams at the 


final phase of the World Cup would 
propel African football to the highest 


dea? * Hayatou said. 


5{ wishthat our five teams will ge 
very far. My hope isthatan African team 
“Teach s the semi-finals. In that case, we 


Milan’s offer of a short term contract. 

The Brazilian legend is waiting for a 
counter-offer from his current club in 
the hope of securing an extended con- 
tract, but otherwise could move to Italy 
on a six-month deal according to 
sources in the country. 

The 35-year-old wants a deal worth 
A$7million for the 2002 season and had 
indicated his desire to retire in Rio de 


Robbie Fowler (right) in action for Leeds after his recent A$33million move from Liverpool, 


Inter move tempts Romario 


OMARIO is believed to-be 
waiting for an answer from 
Vasco da Gama before decid- 


i ( I al CIAL -ing on whether or not to take up Inter 


Janeiro, but only if he gets his new con- 
tract. 

Romario desperately wants to play 
for a team that will be competitive next 
season and has already listened to offers 
from Fluminese and Corinthians, 

According to the Italian media, one 
of those ‘competitive sides’ is Inter, 
who have offered A$4million until the 
end of the season. 


COLOMBIAN PLAYER 
GUNNED DOWN 


Colombian footballer has 

been shot dead in the town 

centre of Medellin in the north 

east of the country, legal sources said 
last week. 

Police said the 39-year-old Norberto 

Cadavid, a former international, was 

Shot several times by an individual with 


a pistol at a bus stop. 

Striker Cadavid, playing — for 
Colombian club American, won the 
national championship three times and 
was a finalist in the Copa Libertadores, 
the South American club championship, 
in 1985, 1986 and 1987. 


Scot teams’ English 


hopes dashed 


e possibility of Scottish 

giants Celtic and 

Rangers joining 
England’s top flight 
was ruled out last 
week, following a 
meeting of Premier 
League clubs, officials 
said. 

Premier League chief: 
executive Richard Scudamore 
said although no vote 
was taken, the 20 
Premier League clubs 
were unanimous in 
their feeling that the 
two Old Firm clubs 
should not be allowed 
direct access to the 
Premiership. 


eI 
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“We don't envisage any circum- 
stances in which Celtic and 
Rangers would be parachuted 
into the Premier League,” 
he said. 
Scudamore also said 
Premier~League clubs 
have overwhelmingly 
rejected the prospect of 
a Premier League second 
division, or Phoenix as it was 
entitled. 


“There has been ovet- 
whelming dismissal of a 
Premier League Two. 
) By definition there can 
A be only one Premier 
League,” he added. 


sé 
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Roma's Francesco Totti (right) is challenged a AC Milan's Brazilian defender, Roque Junior. 


Lazio’ $ unbeaten run ar 


ae t 
azio’s five match winning run 
(came to an end as goals from 

Leonardo Colucci, Mauro 

Camoranesi and Adrian Mutu 

helped Verona to their sixth 

league win of the season. 

Hernan Crespo scored his eighth 
of the season for Lazio who remain 
in Verona for Wednesday’s match 
against league leaders Chievo. 


ATALANTA F 
PARMA 
talanta continued their a 
with an impressive win 
over struggling Parma, who suf- 
fered their fifth consecutive 
league defeat under manager 
Daniel Passarella. 
Goals from Daniele Berretta, 
Luigi Sala, Cristiano Doni and 


2001 


Gianni Comandini put Atalanta on 
their way to their sixth league win 
of the campaign, while’ Johan 
Micoud scored Parma’s consolation 
as they fell to second bottom of the 
table. 


BOLOGNA 2 
PERUGIA 1 

mer Inter Milan defender 

Salvatore Fresi grabbed the 
winner. Perugia had taken an 
early lead thanks to a Giovanni 
Tedesco strike after 22 minutes 
but six minutes later Fabio 
Pecchia pulled the home side 
level. 

Fresi connected for his fourth of 
the season, knocking home a free 
kick from Massimo Tarantino on 
the stroké of halftime giving 


~ Bologna their seventh win of the 


season. 


FIORENTINA 1 

BRESCIA - 0 
'roubled Fiorentina were in 
dire need of a win and they 

got one against Brescia thanks to 


injury time that Marcello Lippi’s 
side made sure of victory when 
Trezeguet fired home after some 
neat work from Enzo Maresca. 


ue 

LECCE 1 
TORINO 4 1 

ebastjan Cimirotic scored five 

minutes after the break for 
Lecce but Torino came back as 
Cristiano Lucarelli scored 
against his former club 15 min- 
utes from time to forcé a draw. 

Both clubs are level on 14 points 
from 14 league matches played. 


VENEZIA oor 
UDINESE 1 

‘dinese coach Giampiero 

Ventura, taking charge of the 
side for the first time after the 
sacking of English coach Roy 
Hodgson, saw his side fall behind 
to a Filippo Maniero goal five 
minutes before the break. 

‘Udinese drew level through Luis 

Helguera but the Venetians got their 
long-awaited victory thanks to a 
76th minute goal from Fabian 
Valtolina, 


INTER MILAN 1 

CHIEVO VERONA 2 
hieyo returned to the top/of 
Serie A after a shock victory 

over Inter Milan at the San Siro 


stadium. 

A Bernardo Corradi header put 
Chievo ahead in eens 
but Inter were level within five 
minutes through Christian Vieri, 
before Massimo —_ Marazzina 
grabbed the winner nine minutes 
after the break for his-ninth of the 


season. 
an injury time goal from w 


Maurizio Ganz. 

Fiorentina are level with Perugia 
‘on 13 points, two above second 
from bottom Parma and six above 
bottom club Venezia. 


JUVENTUS 2 
PIACENZA t') 

uye took the lead 10 minutes 

before the break when David 
‘Trezeguet volleyed-a deep corner 
from Pavel Nedyed back across 
goal and the ball went in off 
Juve’s yeteran defender Ciro 
Ferrara. 

It was not until two minutes into 


Fionchiban David Trezeguet (right) of 
Juventus vies with Alessandro Lucarelli of 


AS ROMA 1 
AC MILAN 0 

goal from captain Francesco 

Totti helped Roma defeat AC 
Milan 1-0 Sunday evening at the 
Olympic Stadium, a result that 
saw the defending champions 
join Chievo at the top of the 
Italian first division. 

Totti scored with a somewhat 
fortuitous goal which took a deflec- 
tion off Milan’s Argentinian 
defender Jose Antonio Chamot and 
then deceived goalkeeper Christian 
Abbiati with a freak bounce. 


Piacenza 


‘BOLTON WANDERERS 0 
CHARLTON ATHLETIC 0 
Mic Ricketts hit the 

crossbar in the first half 
for Bolton from 20 metres but 
his side’s poor home record con- 
tinued this season - with only 
two wins in eight games, 


THIS 
WEEK 


(Tuesday, 


December 11) 
Arsenal v Newcastle Utd 


(Saturday, 
December 22) 
Charlton vs Blackburn 

Tottenham vs Ipswi 
Chelsea vs Bolton 
Derby vs Aston Villa 
Leeds vs Newcastle 
Leicester vs West Ham 
Manchester Utd vs 
Southampton 
Middlesbrough vs 
Fulham 
Sunderland vs Everton 


(Sunday, 
December 23) 


erpool vs Arsenal 


son 


Arsenal defender, Gilles Grimandi(left) closes down West Ham midfielder, Joe Cole over the 
weekend. 


EVERTON 1 
DERBY COUNTY 0 

‘verton piled on the pressure 

throughout the first half and 
maintained it into the second, 
with Tomasz Radzinski skewing 
a shot wide and inadvertently 
blocking another goalbound 
effort for Walter Smith’s side, 

Paul Gascoigne came on in the 

second half for Everton and the 
breakthrough finally came in the 
‘76th minute when Joe-Max Moore 
headed in from a matter of cen- 
timetres at the far post — his first 
goal in 33 games. 


LEEDS UTD 2 


LEICESTER CITY 2 


he Aussie duo of Harry 

Kewell and Mark Viduka 
both picked up goals as Leeds 
raced away to a comfortable 2-0 
lead. 

The Foxes fought back howev- 
er, and replied with only 12 min- 
utes to go when Brian Deane 
struck from close range. 

A neryous Leeds defence paid 
the ultimate price two minutes 
from time as Jamie Snowcroft slot- 
ted home for a valuable point. 


MIDDLESBROUGH 0 
MANCHESTER UTD 1 
ngland captain David 
Beckham did not even make 
the list of substitutes after three 
games on the United bench and 
his absence was felt in a lacklus- 
tre first half, Ole Gunnar 
Solskjaer’s deflected shot being 
their best chance. Nicky Butt 
had a second-half strike disal- 
lowed. 
Ryan Giggs, back after being 
out for nearly a month with ham- 
string trouble, created the winner 


with a shot which the keeper par- 


ried, allowing Ruud Van 
Nistelrooy to snap up the rebound 
from point-blank range. 


NEWCASTLE UTD 2 
BLACKBURN ROVERS1 

overs midfielder David 

Dunn bundled home the 
rebound against the run of play 
in the first half after Tugay 
Kerimoglu’s shot hit the cross- 
bar, 

The St James’ crowd had to 
wait until the 65th minute for 
Olivier Bernard to smack home the 
equaliser, his first goal for the 
Magpies. Four minutes later, Gary 
Speed scored the winner with a 


looping header over Rovers keeper 


Brad Friedel. 


SOUTHAMPTON 2 
SUNDERLAND 0 

underland’s Jody Craddock 

gave Southampton the lead 
with an own goal, cutting out 
Chris Marsden’s dangerous 
cross but slicing the ball in off 
the crossbar, 


The match was put beyond - 


Sunderland’s grasp in the 67th 
minute with a superb solo effort by 
Southampton playmaker Marian 
Pahars, surging into the area and 
beating the keeper for his ninth of 
the season. 


ARSENAL 1 
WEST HAM 1 
eddie Kanoute put the 
Hammers ahead on his retum 
from injury as he smashed home a 
cross from Sebastien Schemmel on 
36 minutes, but Arsenal pulled 
level just two minutes later when 
Thierry Henry deflected a cross 
into the path of Ashley Cole who 


rifled home the equaliser. 

Dennis Bergkamp hit the bar 
from 20 yards with time running 
out as Arsenal pushed forward for 
the winner, but the gunners failed 
to take advantage of Liverpool’s 
demise. 


es Ferdinand, who scored a 

hat-trick in mid-week, 
turned home Darren Anderton’s 
cross to open the scoring on 20 
minutes, from six yards out. 

Tt was the 10,000th goal to be 
scored since the Premiership. 

Spurs went 2-0 up before the 
break when Teddy Sheringham 
flicked on a long ball to Ferdinand 
who raced into the Fulham box 
before laying the ball off to 
Anderton who fired low into the 
goal from 18 yards. 

Simon Davies and substitute 
Sergei Rebrov each added to the 
score in the second-half as Spurs 
ran out comfortable winners. 


CHELSEA 4 

LIVERPOOL t') 
he league leaders were 1-0 
down after only two minutes 

as Graeme Le Saux rushed into 


the box and latched onto Jimmy ~ 


Floyd Hasselbaink’s chip, taking 
two attempts to beat Jerzey 
Dudek in goal. 

Eidur Gudjohnsen flicked on a 
Cudicini clearance and 
Hasselbaink stole in ahead of 
Jamie Carragher to chip Dudek for 
Chelsea’s second, before Gary 
Macalister squandered a penalty 
for the Reds. 

Sam Dalla Bona and 
Gudjohnsen scored late goals to 
ensure Liverpool suffered their 
largest defeat of the season. 
Amazingly, Blues goalkeeper 
Cudicini was voted man-of-the- 
match. 


Tottenham Hotspurs’ Les 
Ferdinand displays acco- 
lades awarded him after 
notching a historic 10,000th 
premiership goal inn the 4-0 

rout of Fulham. 


AUSTRALIAN AND 


ifs 


SECOND DIVISION 


Athletic Bilbao’s Santiago Ezquerro (L) collides with Diego Mainz of Rayo 


Vallecano, during their match at San Mames stadium in Bilbao. 


Tiny Alaves chase 
mighty Madrid 


layes missed the 
opportunity to go 
back on top of the 


Spanish table as Oscar 
‘Tellez was sent off in their 
1-0 defeat by Seville in the 
Mendizorroza. 

The Basque Country out- 
fit needed a win to take 
them back above Real 
Madrid, but when Tellez 
was dismissed on 67 min- 
utes the task became too 


, 


Espanyol’s Racel Tamudo (left) fights for the ball 
with Valencia’s Roberto Fabien Ayala. 


great. 

Seville, who were confi- 
dent of victory before the 
game, capitalised on their 
numerical superiority and 
snatched victory when 
Francisco Casquero scored 
six minutes before the end. 

Barcelona _ performed 
heroics to hold on to Patrick 
Kluivert’s first half goal 
after Xavi was sent off just 
before the break against 


Villarreal in El Madrigal. 

The Dutch striker scored 
from an acute angle seven 
minutes from half time, but 
they faced an uphill task to 
claim all three points when 
Xavi was shown two yellow 
cards in quick succession as 
he berated the referee fol- 
lowing a tackle on Javier 
Saviola. 

But the Catalans’ rear- 
guard stayed firm and with- 
held the second half 
onslaught from Villarreal to 


record a confidence-boost- 
ing 1-0 victory. 

Real Betis had to rely on 
a penalty on the stroke of 
half time to beat Mallorca in 
the Manuel Ruiz de Lopera. 

Joao Tomas made no mis- 
take from 12 yards as the 
Sevillians reaffirmed their 
push for a Champions’ 
League place. 

Rayo Vallecano almost 
caused an upset as they took 
the lead with 17 minutes 
remaining in San Mames 
against Athletic Bilbao. 

Michel gave the visitors 
the lead, but their leaky 
defence was unbale to halt 
the Bilbao pressure and 
Ismael Urzaiz netted the 
equaliser six minutes later. 

Celta Vigo’s good run 
continued as they beat Real 
Zaragoza 2-0 in the 
Balaidos. 

Catanha opened the 
Galicians’ account after six 
minutes, but they had to 
wait until 15 minutes before 
the end before Gustavo 
Lopez scored to secure vic- 


tory. 

Valladolid and Tenerife 
fought out an uninspiring 0- 
0 draw in the Nuevo Jose 
Zorrilla Stadium. 


THIS 
WEEKEND 
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WORLD LEAGUES 


BELGIAN CUP 


Genk 2 Westerlo 1 (aet), Lokeren 1 Oud Heverlee 0, Lierse 2 Aalst 0, 
Beveren 3, Mouscron 4 RWD Molenbeek 1, La Louviere 2 Tubize 1. 


La Louviere 2 Tubeke (3D)1, Lierse 2 Aalst 0, Lokeren 1 Oud Heverlee (3D) 0, 
Turnhout (3D)2 Beveren 3, Mouscron 4 RWDM 1, Genk 2 Westerlo | (after extra 
time), Germinal Beerschot 0 Sint-Truiden 1, Germinal Beerschot 0 St Truiden 1, 


mhout 2 


DUTCH EREDIVISIE 


NEC Nijmegen 1 Heerenveen 0, 
Groningen 2 Utrecht 2, RKC Waalwijk 1 
Sparta Rotterdam 1, Feyenoord 0 PSV 
Eindhoyen 0,Den Bosch 4 Vitesse 
Amhem 1, Graafschap 1 Willem I 
Tilburg 1,Roda JC 1 Ajax Amsterdam 1, 
Twente Enschede 0 AZ Alkmaar 0, 
Fortuna Sittard 2 NAC Breda 3. 


PWDLF AP 
Feyenoord 1611 2 3.361135 
Ajax Amsterdam 1610 3 3 36 1933 
PSV Eindhoven 189 4 5 322331 
NACBreda «18.9 45 33.2731 
Heerenveen 178 5 4291329 
Vitesse Amhem 178 5 4 19 1529 
Utrecht 178 4 5 3423.28 
RKC Waalwijk 18 8 3.7 262027 
Den Bosch 175 7 5282522 
NECNijmegen 186 4 8 143022 
Willem Tilburg 18 4 9 57272921 
AZAlkmaar 18 6 3-9 192321 
Roda JC 185 4 9 182619 
Groningen 185 4 9.203119 
Sparta Rotterdam 18 4 7 7 183419 
Graafschap 185 3 102233 18 
Twente Enschede 173 8 6 172217 Feyenoord’s Jondahl Tomasson 
Fortuna Sittard 172 3 121640 9 peiiiesiMioneNs Kare 


Chacarita 1. 


Racing 7 
#4] River 7 
f Colon 18 
San Lorenzo 18 
Boca 7 
Chacarita 18 
Independiente 
H Belgrano 18 
Estudiantes (LP) 18 
| Gimnasia LP 
Argentinos Js. 17 
Newell's 7 
Lanes 7 
Velez Sarsfield 18 
} Rosario Central 18 
Nueva Chicago 17 
~ Unién 18 
Banfield 18 
Huracan 
Talleres 


Carlos Bianchi, coach of 
Argentina’s Boca Juniors, 
greets fans before the match 
against Independiente. The 
match was the last for Bianchi 
as coach of the team. 


Bogelund 
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31 


Banfield 1 Velez Sarsfield 1, Union 1 San 
Lorenzo 2, Estudiantes Lp 2 Belgrano 0, 
Huracan 0 Colon 1, Rosario Central 1 


42 .-14 35 


-” 
26 


-16 
-20 


31 
30 
29 


SOARAWAY CELTIC 

coresheet as Celtic came from behind to beat 
S Dundee on Saturday while Livingston recov- 

ered from conceding an early goal to defeat 
bottom-placed St Johnstone 2-1. 

Rangers fell further behind the leaders after 
being held 2-2 at Motherwell. 

Runaway league leaders Celtic fell a goal behind 
on Saturday as Fan Zhiyi gave the visitors the lead 
— but not even a floodlight failure could stop the 
champions from claiming another three points. 

‘There was a 15-minute break but Chris Sutton 
equalised five minutes into the second half after 
meeting Paul Lambert's cross before Larsson and 
Hartson added further strikes, 

A penalty by David Kelly ten minutes from time 
gave strugglers Motherwell a 2-2 draw at home to 
Rangers after Fernando Ricksen was controversial- 
ly adjudged to have handled the ball. 

Motherwell had taken the lead through a great 
strike from Keith Lasley after just 15 minutes but 
Shota Arveladze equalised after a scramble in the 
area. Rangers took the lead in the second-half when 
Neil McCann's corner found its way into the net 
after Ronald de Boer had done enough to put off the 
home defence at the near post, It wasn’t clear, how- 
ever, whether the Dutchman had actually touched 
the ball, but he received the congratulations. 

‘The visitors then seemed to be coasting until the 
penalty incident. 

To complete Gers’ misery, Craig Moore was 
sent-off for a bad tackle in injury time. 

Livingston are in third after a 2-1 win against 
sorry St Johnstone, who are now nine points behind 
second-from-bottom Motherwell, 

Paul Hartley gave St Johnstone the lead early on 
but David Femandez equalised and from Steve 
Lowndes gave Livvy the three points ten minutes 
from the end. Hibernian crashed 1-0 to Dunfermline. 
in, Franck Sauzee’s first’ game in charge. Barry 
Nicholson scored the only goal of the game while 
Hibs had Paco Luna sent off. 


Djibril Cisse: Could not prevent defeat for 
Auxerre. 


FRENCH CUP 
AUXERRE SHOCKED 
OUT 


innows Saint-Priest sprung a huge sur- 
Me when they defeated high-flyers 

Auxerre to reach the last 32 of the 
Ereach Cup on Saturday. 

~ The fourth division side from near Lyon 
knocked Auxerre out on penalties after Djibril 
Cisse missed a penalty in normal time which 
would have taken the French title hopefuls 
through. 

In another major shock, Champions’ League 
side Lille lost 2-0 to another fourth division team 
Libourne-Saint-Seurin. 

Lille coach Vahid Halilhodzic told Reuters: 
“As coach I am ashamed and bear the most 
responsibility. We weren’t professional enough. 
Tt’s not good enough.” 

League leaders Lens were also made to strug- 
gle by another fourth division side Valenciennes, 
who they finally overcame 1-0 on Friday. 

In other games, Bastia defeated Nantes 3-1, 
Marseille beat amateurs Saint-Leu 2-0 and hold- 
ers Strasbourg beat Le Marts 3-1. 

Lyon defeated division five Saint Malo 6-0, 
Sedan only just won at lowly Chalon-sur-Saone 3- 
2 after extra-time, while Pauleta scored four times 
as Bordeaux put six past Frejus. 

Sochaux and Monaco both needed extra-time 
to kill-off Boulogne-sur-Mer and Vesoul respec- 
tively, while Paris Saint-Germain won 2-0 at non- 
league Lucon. 


"1860 Munich's Torben Hoffmann pushes 


BAYERN BEATEN 
AGAIN 


ayem Munich’s dismal Bundesliga form continued 
B on Saturday as Dietmar Hirsch scored the only goal 

of the game for strugglers Hansa Rostock. Hertha 
Berlin coach Jurgen Rober strengthened his position with 
2-1 win over leaders Bayer Leverkusen. 

The champions are struggling in the Bundesliga, and 
have now only picked up two points from their past five 
games. Hirsch scored the only goal in the 86th minute 
after Markus Beierle had flicked on a Rene Rydlewicz cor- 
ner, Bayem failed to find a way past a solid Rostock 
defence and caretaker coach Juri Schlunz could celebrate 
taking three points off the champions before handing over 
the reins to new boss Armin Veh. Leaders Bayer 
Leverkusen also lost, 2-1 at Hertha Berlin, Andreas 
Neuendorf gave the hosts the lead in the 19th minute after 
Michael Preetz had missed Michael Hartmann’s cross. 

Leverkusen hit back through Germany forward Oliver 
Newville in the 37th minute but in-form Pal Dardai made 
sure that Leverkusen suffered their second defeat of the 
season with a long-range shot with 25 minutes remaining. 

Hertha coach Jurgen Rober was sent off but his side 
still picked up three vital points. 

Borussia Dortmund failed to overtake Leverkusen at 
the top of the table as they drew 1-1 with a resurgent 
Werder Bremen. Torsten Frings scored his first goal of the 
season for the home side in the 40th minute, his rising 
effort leaving Jens Lehmann with no chance. 

Matthias Sammer’s side, however, hit back when 
‘Tomas Rosicky found Ewerthon and the Brazilian striker 
beat Frank Rost. At the AOL-Arena, Hamburg failed to 
defeat a determined Freiburg side and had to settle for a 
draw. Roy Prager gave the home side the lead with a sub- 
lime overhead kick in the first half but Stefan Muller 
equalised from a Levan Kobiashvili comer. 

Martin Max scored twice for 1860 Munich as they drew 
2-2 with Borussia Monchengladbach, Bernd Korzynietz 
and Arie van Lent scoring for the visitors. Van Lent also 
missed a penalty, Simon Jentasch saving smartly. 

FC Cologne drew 0-0 with Energie Cottbus and it was 
also goalless between FC Nuremberg and St Pauli, Schalke 
4 suffered their fifth Bundesliga defeat of the season on 
Sunday as a Tomislav Maric inspired Wolfsburg won 3-1, 
while Stuttgart’s Kevin Kuranyi scored in the 87th minute 
to deny Kaiserslautern a home win. 


down Stuttgart’s Brazilian player 
Adhemar during the 3rd round of the 
German soccer Cup. 


Tonikos 0 Panathinaikos 2, AEK 4 Aris 

Salonika 2, Xanthi 3 Pantonios “L, Aegaeleo 

Ethnikos Asteras 0 PAOK 3 OFI Crete 2, 

Akratitos 2 Olympiakos 3, Panachaiki 1 
is 1. 


PAOK Salonika 
Aris Salonika 
Panathinaikos 
OFI Crete 
Iraklis 

Ethnikos Asteras 
Panionios 
Akratitos 
Panachaiki 
Tonikos 
Aegaleo 


TURKISH FIRST DIVISION 


Rizespor 1 Istanbulspor 1,Genclerbirligi 1 
‘Trabzonspor 1, Malatyaspor 1 Diyarbakirspor 
3, Galatasaray v Kocaelispor (postponed until 
Monday due to bad weather), Gaziantepspor 3 
Yozgatspor 2, Goztepe 0 Besiktas’ 6, 
Antalyaspor 1 Samsunspor 1, Denizlispor 3 
Ankaragucu 4, Fenerbahce 3 Bursaspor 1. 


Hour ELraauuaed 
NUESwEN ENYA E SOT 


Ww 

Galatasaray at 
Fenerbahce 11 
Besiktas 10 
Gaziantepspor 
Istanbulspor 
Ankaragucu 

Bursaspor 
‘TrabzonsPr 

Kocaelispor 
Goztepe 
Denizlispor 

Rizespor 

Diyarbakirspor 
Antalyaspor 
‘Yozgatspor 
Samsunspor 

Malatyaspor 
Genclerbirligi 


PORTUGUESE FIRST DIVISION 


Uniao Leiria 2 Gil Vicente 1, Belenenses 2 
Vitoria Guimaraes 1, Salgueiros 2 Maritimo 1, 
Beira Mar 0 Santa Clara 1, Alverca 1 Farense 
0, Vitoria Setubal 1 Pacos Ferreira 3, Porto 0 
Braga 0, Varzim 0 Boavista 2, Benfica 2 
Sporting Lisbon 2, 


i] 


L FA Pts 
2 38 19 35 
4 35 17 34 
3 42°22 33 
16 28 

27 


DAOvVHVUVqaunsaennvsunn 


wa Reeuseanauan 


A Pts 
12 30 
12 


Sporting Lisbon 
Porto 

Boavista 

Benfica 

Uniao Leiria 
Belenenses 
Vitoria Guimaraes 
Maritimo 

Braga 

Pacos Ferreira 
Santa Clara 

Gil Vicente 
Beira Mar 
Salgueiros 
Vitoria Setubal 
Alverca 

Farense 

Varzim 


21 
16 
18 
12 


18 
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nae 


NATI 


ONA 


ERTH GLORY 10 9 1 OL S27. 0 12 5 4 1 +0 15 
NEWCASTLE UNITED 11 5 6 o — 15 2 6 6 2 4 0 9 
| BRISBANE STRIKERS 10 #5 (ey es et 2 6 5 3 4 0 9 
j MARCONI STALLIONS 10 4 B= Sat 13 1 Th 6 2 2 2 6 
| NORTHERN SPIRIT 11 4 3 2 1 14 1 3 6352 0) Al 
PARRAMATTA PO’ eS Se ee ee ete ae ea. 
1 OLYMPIC SHARKS 10Sere AS ee eR) 2 6 4. 1-03.33 
j MELBOURNE KNIGHTS 10% 1 6—1-=8 7 4 ees ee 
| SYDNEY UNITED 103 1 (aja Pe 1 5 5 2 SiOneeen 4 
| SOUTH MELBOURNE 10 =*2 Oe 61S 6 2 6 2 Deal 0 
ADELAIDE CITY 10let oy Sate Sea a 9 SPe0Sait= 4-3 
KINGZ FC 10 1 ASS et N7. 2 6 Gae0)- 2 40 TG 
| WOLLONGONG WOLVES 9 1 5 = 6a 28: ie} <) Bin Oi A ad lt 
>| MARCONI STALLIONS ‘am PLAYER OF 
(Urlovic 55, Viahos 77) (Brosque 88) 


(Dodd 33, McBreen 90+) 


Venue: Ericsson Stadium. Crowd: 4,937. Referee: P Mur. 
Cautions: Vlahos (KFC) 29. 


Teams: KINGZ FC;-Theoklitos, Perry, Goutzioulis, Davis, Urlovic, 
Vlahos, Ngata, Burton (Banks 45), Miyazawa, Van Steeden, Jackson, 
NEWCASTLE UNITED: Beltrame, Roberts, Zoricich, Bingley 
(Surjan 69), Dodd, Wilson (Prentic $5), Griffiths, Tsekenis, Baillie, 
Schirripa (McBreen 75), Middleby. 


(Harnwell 19, Mori 31, Maloney 45, Faria 81) 


ADELAIDE CITY FORCE 1 


(Tunbridge 56) 


Venue: Perth Oval. Crowd: 11,833. Referee: E Lennie. 
Cautions: Miller (PG) 57. 


Teams: PERTH GLORY: Peikovic, Horsley (Maloney 37), 
Harnwell, Deans, Miller (Tarka 85), Despotovski, Garcia, Juniqr 
(Edwards 87), Mori, Faria, Pryce. 
ADELAIDE CITY FORCE: Cagalj, Kemp (Brain 69), Fyfe, 
Kovacevic, Veart, Sabljak (Moreira 57), Vidmar, Tunbridge, Rees 
(Pantelis 85), Goulding, Karlovic. 


Venue: Marconi Stadium. Crowd: 2,460. Referee: M Shield 
Cautions: Longo (MS) 38, Care (MS) 57, Last (MS) 87 


Teams: MARCONI STALLIONS: Turnbull, Beauchamp, 


Costanzo, Longo, Renaud, Last, Gulessarian, Maisano (Radulovic 
88), Tome (Brosque 69), Bozinovski, Webb (Care 15). 

OLYMPIC SHARKS: Bolton, Kohler, Wilson, Pondeljak, 
Macallister (Carle 60), Halpin (Augerinos 88), North, Owens 
(Caravella 81), Harris, Packer, Juric. 


Ne EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEET 
WOLLONGONG WOLVES 1 


(Sekulouski 85) 
3 


(Da Costa 32 & 71, Porter 41) 


Venue: WIN Stadium. Crowd: 2,548. Referee: C Diomis. 
Cautions: Cervinski (WW) 43, Farah (WW) 43, Jolic (MK) 66. 


Teams: WOLLONGONG WOLVES: Anastasiadis, Ceccoli, 

Cervinski, Castro, Babic (Perinich 46), Young, Anthopoulos, Farah, 

Huxley (Reid 46), Blake, Mennillo (Sekulovski 46). 

MELBOURNE KNIGHTS: John, R Vargas, Ognenovski, Horvat, 

Marth, Vasilevski, Porter, Da Costa, Jolic, A Vargas (Rajher 83), De 
us, 


bs 


SYDNEY UNITED 0 
A 2 


(Eagleton 4, Kwasnik 83) 


Venue: Sydney United SC. Crowd: 5,142. Referee: M Breeze. 
Cautions: Arrarte (SU) 27, Asanovic (SU) 32, Bilokapic (SU) 38. 


Teams: SYDNEY UNITED: Knezevic, M Santalab, Savoca, Arrarte 
(Kopic 75), Cunico(Talevski 67), Marusic, Milicic, Deur, Bilokapic, 
Zelic, Asanovic (Menapi 59). 

PARRAMATTA POWER: Pogliacomi, Barrett, Orlic, Tobin, 
O'Sullivan, Arambasic (Kwasnik 77), Lapsansky, Fitzsimmons (Elrich 
72), Buonayoglia, Eagleton, Bennett. 


(i ) 
(Liparoti 61 


(Foster 12) 


Venue: Bob Jane Stadium, Crowd: 4,967. Referee: P Green. 
Cautions: Baird (BS) 80, Grierson (BS) 86. 
Red Card: Kisnorbo (SM) 80. 


Teams: SOUTH MELBOURNE: Petkovic, losifidis, De Amicis, 
Durakovic, Liparoti, Panopoulos, Buljan (Tolios 81), Bacak (Petrovic 
88), Sekulovski, Murdocca (Lia 88), Kisnorbo. 

BRISBANE STRIKERS: Kearton, Alagich, Stefanutto, McKain, 
McLaren, Grierson, Rech (Dreger 82), Foster (Baird 73), Trajanovski, 


tly rock-solid 
central marker. 


FRIDAY DECEMBER 21 
Adelaide City vs Kitigz FC 
Newcastle United vs Sydney United 
Northern Spirit vs Melbourne Knights 


SATURDAY DECEMBER 22 
Brisbane Strikers vs Marconi Stallions 
Olympic Sharks vs Perth Glory 


SUNDAY DECEMBER 23 
South Melbourne vs Wollongong Wolves 


Parramatta Power v bye i 


in atone 


